
Requirement for Proof of Negative COVID-19 Test for All
Air Passengers Arriving from the UK to the US

If you travel from the United Kingdom to the United States, make plans to get tested before travel.

On March 14, President Trump issued a Presidential Proclamation  to suspend the entry of foreign nationals who
visited the United Kingdom in the past 14 days. Citizens and lawful permanent residents of the United States, certain
family members, and other individuals who meet specified exceptions who  have been in the UK in the past 14 days
are allowed to enter the United States.

On December 25, 2020, CDC issued an Order [PDF – 6 pages] requiring proof of a negative COVID-19 test for all air
passengers arriving from the United Kingdom (UK) to the United States (US). This Order will go into effect at 7:01pm EST
on December 27, 2020 (12:01am GMT on December 28, 2020).

Frequently Asked Questions

Does this requirement apply to US citizens?
This Order applies to all air passengers traveling from the UK to the US, including US citizens and legal permanent
residents.

Can foreign nationals now enter the US from UK with a negative test?
With specific exceptions, foreign nationals who have been in the UK during the past 14 days may not enter the US, even
with a negative test result. For more information, visit: Proclamation on the Suspension of Entry as Immigrants and
Nonimmigrants of Certain Additional Persons Who Pose a Risk of Transmitting Coronavirus | The White House

When do I need to get a test to travel from the UK to the US? And what
kind of test do I need?
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/need-to-know.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-coronavirus-2/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/presidential-proclamation-coronavirus.html
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/pdf/UK-Airline-Testing-Order_CLEAN-R3-signed-12252020-encrypted.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-coronavirus-2/
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html


Get tested no more than 3 days before your flight to the US from the UK departs. Make sure to be tested with a viral test
(NAAT or antigen test) to determine if you are currently infected with COVID-19. Also make sure that you receive your
results before your flight departs and have documentation of your results to show the airline.

Does this requirement apply if I have a layover in the UK?
No, this requirement does not apply to people with layovers of less than 24 hours in the UK.

Does this requirement apply if my travel started in the UK, but my
flight to the US has a layover in another country/I’m transiting
through another country on my way to the US?
If your travel starts in the UK, you are required to test negative for COVID-19 before travelling to the US.

Who is checking to make sure that people have a negative test before
they board a plane in the UK?
The airline will confirm a COVID-19 negative test result for all passengers before boarding.

What happens if I don’t take a test and want to travel to the US from
the UK?
Air passengers traveling from the UK to the US are required to have a negative COVID-19 test result.  Airlines must
confirm the negative test result for all passengers before boarding. If a passenger chooses not to take a test, the airline
must deny boarding to the passenger.

What happens if I test positive?
People should self-isolate and delay their travel if symptoms develop or a pre-departure test result is positive. Airlines
must refuse to board anyone who does not provide a negative test result for COVID-19.

What is a verifiable test result?
A verifiable test result must be in the form of written documentation (paper or electronic copy) of a laboratory test result.
Testing must be performed using a viral test (NAAT or antigen), and negative results must be provided to the airline prior
to boarding. The test result documentation must include information that identifies the person, a specimen collection
date showing test was done within the 3 days before the flight, the type of test, and a negative result.

Do I need to get another test when I get to the United States?
CDC recommends that travelers get tested 3-5 days after travel ANDAND stay home or otherwise self-quarantine for 7 days
after travel. Even if you test negative, stay home for the full 7 days. If you don’t get tested, it’s safest to stay home for 10
days. Always follow state and local recommendations or requirements related to travel.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-planner/index.html


Remember to wear a mask, stay at least 6 feet apart from people who are not in your household, and wash your hands
often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing and before eating. Look
for symptoms of COVID-19, and take your temperature if you feel sick.

For more information, visit After You Travel Internationally | CDC

Do I need to get a test before returning to the UK?
CDC recommends that you get tested with a viral test (NAAT or antigen) 1-3 days before you travel from the US to the UK.
Travelers to the UK should additionally follow any requirements of UK authorities .

Why does this only apply to travel from the UK?
The UK recently discovered a new variant of SARS-CoV-2 [PDF – 6 pages]. While it is known and expected that viruses
constantly change through mutation leading to the emergence of new variants, preliminary analysis in the UK suggests
that the discovered variant may be more transmissible than previously circulating variants, with an estimated potential to
increase the transmissibility of the virus by up to 70%.

Why aren’t we banning travel from the UK?
On March 14, 2020, President Trump issued a Presidential Proclamation to suspend the entry of foreign nationals who
visited the UK in the past 14 days. This has reduced air travel to the US from the UK by 90%. This additional testing
requirement will strengthen protection of the American public to improve their health and safety and ensure responsible
international travel.

When does this order take e!ect?
This Order will go into effect at 7:01pm EST on December 27, 2020 (12:01 AM GMT on December 28, 2020).

What if I recently recovered from COVID-19?
CDC does not recommend getting tested again in the three months after a positive viral test, as long as you do not have
symptoms of COVID-19. If you have had a positive viral test in the past 3 months, and you have met the criteria to end
isolation, travel with a copy of your test results and a letter from your doctor or health department that states you have
been cleared for travel.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html
https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-control
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/pdf/UK-Airline-Testing-Order_CLEAN-R3-signed-12252020-encrypted.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncird/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncird/dvd.html

