
Update on the continuing 
fuctions of the former 
US Bureau of Mines 

In fiscal 1996, the US Congress directed that the US 
Bureau of Mines (USBM) be closed. Certain functions 
were reassigned to other agencies. The remaining em- 
ployees were separated and the unoccupied sites were 
decommissioned. As a result, 12 locations were closed 
and about 1,200 employees were terminated in March 
1996. About 600 employees at five locations were reas- 
signed to other federal agencies. This article provides a 
summary of the continuing functions, the agencies in- 
volved and the points of contact for each continuing 
function. The functions that were discontinued are also 
identified. 

The functions that have been maintained and trans- 
ferred to other agencies are: 

Portions of USBM's Mineral Information and 
Analysis program formerly conducted in Washing- 
ton, DC and Denver, CO were assigned to the US 
Geological Survey (USGS). 
The Mineral Land Assessment program in Alaska 
(Anchorage and Juneau) was transferred to the US 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). 
The Health and Safety Research program in Pitts- 
burgh, PA and Spokane, WA was reassigned on an 
interim basis to the US Department of Energy .,. 
(DOE). In fiscal year 1997, it was permanently as- 
signed to the National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health (NIOSH). NIOSH is part of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention within 
the US Department of Health and Human Services. 

Environmental Research at Pittsburgh, PA was as- 
signed to DOE. 

Materials Research at Albany, O R  was assigned to 
DOE. 

The helium program was assigned to BLM, where it 
will be managed pending privatization. 

Coal and noncoal mine maps were transferred to the 
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforce- 
ment (OSMRE). 

The following locations were closed: 

Research centers in Denver, CO; Minneapolis, MN; 
Reno, NV, Rolla, MO; Salt Lake City, UT and 
Tuscaloosa, AL. 
Field operations centers in Denver, CO and Spo- 
kane, WA. 
Washington, DC headquarters office. 

To provide a concise picture of all of the affected 

sure. There were two principal programs: information 
and analysis, and research. 

Information and analysis 
Alaska Field Operations Center, Anchorage and Ju- 
neau -continuing program, assigned to BLM. 
Intermountain Field Operations Center, Denver - 

closed. 
Western Field Operations Center, Spokane - 
closed. 
Division of International Minerals (including branch 
of Africa and Middle East, branch of ~ s i a - a n d  the 
Pacific, branch of Europe and Central Eurasia and 
branch of Latin America and Canada), Washington, 
DC - continuing program, assigned to USGS. Op- 
erates as the Mineral Information Team. 
Minerals Availability Field Office, including Office 
of Special Projects, Denver - continuing program, 
assigned to USGS. Operates as the Mineral Infor- 
mation Team. 
Division of Mineral Commodities, including Branch 
of Metals and Branch of Industrial Minerals, Wash- 
ington, D C  - continuing program, assigned to 
USGS. Operates as the Mineral Information Team. 
Division of Statistics and Infor- 
mation, including Branch of 
Data Administration, Branch of 
Minerals Information Systems, 
Branch of Data Collection and 
Coordination, Branch of Publi- 
cations Services, Branch of Sta- 
tistics and Methods Develop- 
ment, Washington, DC - con- 
tinuing program, assigned to 
USGS. Operates as the Mineral 
~nformation Team. 
Division of Regulatory and 
Policy, including Branch of Eco- 
nomic Analysis, Branch of Issue 
Analysis and Branch of Techni- 
cal Analysis, Washington - 
closed. 
Division of Resource Evalua- 
tion, including Branch of Miner- 
als Availability and Branch of 
Mineral Land Assessment, 
Washington, DC - closed. 

Research 
Office of Mineral Institutes, 
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functions, the following isB synopsis of the USBM pro- Washington. DC - closed. 
gram functions and facilities immediately before the clo- Office of Process Evaluation, 15236-0070. 






