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ence to previous slide-C20). 1 AVAILABILITY 
Why are sand channelslclay veins The module will be distributed through 
signals of weakened strata? I MSHA's National Mine Health and Safety 
How would a sand channel or clay 
vein weaken rock strata'? 

Academy, Beckley, W.Va. It will be listed 
in the MSHA Catalog of Training 

What hazards are associated with sand Products for the Mining Industry. The cat- 
channels or clay veins? alog contains an order form for products 
Why should scalers be extra cautious listed. Catalogs are available by writing to 
when removing loose rock in these , the MSHA National Mine Health and 
areas? , Safety Academy, Attention: Office of 
Potential answers include: 1 Academy Services, P.O. Box 1 166, 
Sand channelslclay veins indicate a Beckley, WV 25802-1 166. Orders also 
weakness in the rock. may be called in (304) 256-3257 or faxed 
The integrity of the rock is lost when , to (304) 256-3299. Costs are expected to 
sand channelsiclay veins are present. be $1 for the Instructor's Guide and $1 for 
Special attention when examining each 3-D slide reel. A class of 20 trainees, 
these areas is crucial. I for example. would require 20 sets of reels 
Scalers should pay particular attention ($80) plus one instructor's guide, for a to- 
to these areas and ensure that all loose tal cost of $81. These, of course, are one- 
rock is pulled down and/or secured by time expenses, as are the cost of viewers, 
bolting. since all materials in the module are 
Large sand channels are extremely reusable. r 
dangerous and should be called to the 
attention of management. Edward A. Barrett, mining engineer, 
Sand channels and clay veins are a and Lynn L. Rethi, safety engineer. are 

concern to limestone miners. They usu- 
ally indicate that the potential for loose 
rock is high. The stability of the rock is 
compromised when these conditions are 
present. Sand or clay mixed within the 
rock strata increases the potential for roof 
and rib falls. Use extra caution when 
working in areas that have these condi- 

employed by NIOSH at the Pittsburgh 
Research Laboratory, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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tions and communicate to coworkers and 
management any concerns so that the 

I 
problem can be corrected and monitored. 1 


