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The incidence of poliom yelitis in 1956 continues to be lower 
than in 1955, and also  lower than fo r any o ther y ear since 1947. 
The 47.5 p e rcen t reduction in num ber of c a se s  fo r the f i r s t  50 
weeks in 1956 a s  com pared with the sam e period  in 1955 is  
about twice as g rea t a s  the reduction between 1954 and 1955. 
T he proportions of pa ra ly tic , nonparalytic , and unspecified 
c ases  of the d isease  shown In the p rovisional weekly re p o rts  
w ere quite d ifferent in 1956 as com pared with 1955. F o r 1956, 
the percen tages w ere 43.5,38.3, and 18.2, respec tive ly ; and for 
1955, they w ere 36.2, 38.1 and 25.8, respec tive ly . The sm alle r 
proportions of nonparalytic and unspecified c a se s  for the p resen t 
y ear probably a re  due in p a rt to d ifferences in rep o rtin g  by 
physicians, that is , m ore accu rate  judgment of the type of d is 
ease  when the re p o rt w as m ade. Not a ll S ta tes rep o rted  a  r e 
duction in num ber of c a se s  in 1956 a s  com pared with 1955. 
Nine S tates rep o rted  in c reases  varying from  about 5 to 174 
percen t. The nine w ere d istribu ted  equally among the north 
cen tra l, southern , and fa r w estern  sec tions of the country. The 
estim ated  death ra te  fo r poliom yelitis in the f i r s t  9 m onths of 
1956 based on a  10-percen t sam ple of a ll deaths is  approxi
m ately 30 p e rcen t below that for the sam e period of 1955. Since 
the num ber of deaths in the sam ple is  re la tiv e ly  sm all, the 
amount of reduction in the death ra te  from  one y ear to another 
m ust be viewed with caution.

The num bers of reported  c ases  of poliom yelitis by type 
fo r the United S tates fo r the cu rren t week, d isease  year, and 
calendar y ear a re :

TYPE
CURRENT
WEEK

DISEASE
YEAR

CALENDAR
YEAR

1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955

TOTAL— .....

Paralytic---------

66

33
16
17

154

88
33
33

13,308

5,742
5,202
2,364

26,896

9,715
10,233
6,948

14,313

6,298
5,471
2,544

27,809

10,105
10,486
7,218

NOTE.— Data exclude reports for Florida, Indiana, and Kentucky.

NOTICE: The re la tiv e ly  frequent occurrence of g a s tro 
en te ritis  in recen t weeks in which cooked o r ro a s ted  tu rkeys 
apparently a re  assoc iated  with the illn e ss  has been noted. T his 
has suggested  the d esirab ility  of testing  fo r C olostridium  
welchii in the laboratory  exam inations of specim ens collected  
following such outbreaks of g a s tro -e n te r it is .  O utbreaks caused 
by th is  organism  a re  usually  ch arac te rized  by cram p s and d i
a r rh e a  with little  o r no vom iting, and a  sh o rt recovery  period. 
The incubation period  of the organ ism  is  approxim ately 10 to 
12 hours.

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORTS

Influenza
The W orld Health O rganization s ta te s  that re p o rts  up to 

D ecem ber 20 show no evidence of influenza ep idem ics in the

n orthern  hem isphere  except In Japan. A m ild but w idespread 
epidem ic began e a rly  In D ecem ber In Japan, affecting mainly 
school ch ild ren . Influenza v iru se s  of both type A and B have 
been isolated.

Suspect sm allpox
D r. A. L. M arshall, Indiana State B oard of Health, has 

supplied inform ation found in the Investigation of a  suspec t case  
of sm allpox. The patient, a  fem ale 40 y e a rs  of age, de
veloped a “ skin r a s h ” on Novem ber 7, which w as rep o rte d  as 
sm allpox. At the tim e of Investigation, the woman w as r e 
covering rapid ly , a ll les ions w ere dry and scab s could be 
brushed off easily . No m a te ria ls  could be obtained for lab o ra 
to ry  exam ination. The patient had v isited  with frien d s in Ken
tucky 3 weeks p r io r  to he r illn e ss . One m em ber of the group 
v is ited  developed herpes z o s te r  a t about the sam e tim e that the 
ra sh  appeared in the suspect case  of sm allpox. When the la tte r  
w as vaccinated on D ecem ber 5 there  was a vaccinoid reac tion  
to sm allpox vaccine. The la s t  p revious vaccination of the pa
tien t was when she s ta r te d  to school a s  a  child. In view of the 
concurren t illn e ss  of he rp es zo ste r  in a  contact and a  vaccinoid 
reac tion  to vaccination  in the patien t, the Indiana health  au thor
i tie s  have concluded that th is w as a case  of chickenpox.

D ia rrh ea  of the newborn
The n iin o is  D epartm ent of Public  Health has rep o rted  an 

outbreak of d ia rrh e a  in a  hospital n u rse ry  fo r p rem atu re  In
fan ts. T here  w ere 16 c ases  of m ild d ia rrh e a  with no deaths. 
Recovery w as usually  rapid . No c a r r i e r s  have been found nor 
has the mode of sp read  been determ ined. Investigation is  s till  
in p ro g ress .

Anthrax
The C alifo rn ia  State D epartm ent of Public H ealth has 

supplied epidem iological inform ation on the 2 c a se s  of anthrax 
rep o rted  for the week ended Novem ber 24, 1956. The c ases  
w ere in a  v e te rin a rian  and his h e lper. W hile labora to ry  te s ts  
on lesions of both men w ere negative, th ere  w as sufficient 
evidence to substantia te  a d iagnosis of anthrax . It Is believed 
that m edication rece ived  p rio r  to the te s ts  accounted for the 
negative re su lts .

Of 311 head of cattle  tran sp o rted  by tru ck  to a  ranch , 4 
have died. When the f i r s t  2 cows died, an thrax  w as not su s 
pected. The th ird  was autopsied by the v e te rin a rian  who de
veloped a  skin lesion  the following day. The findings of th is 
autopsy apparently  w ere inconclusive. However, autopsy sp ec i
m ens from  the fourth cow w ere rep o rted  positive fo r anthrax . 
The source  of Infection was not found, but the truck  In which the 
cattle  w ere tran sp o rted  is  considered  to have been contam inated.

M alaria
D r. D .N .W ysham , W ashington State D epartm ent of Health, 

has provided Inform ation on a  case  of m a la ria  In which two 
types of plasm odia w ere found In blood sm e a rs . The patient, 
a  m erchan t seam an, had been In va rio u s a re a s  of the South 
Pacific , Borneo, Indonesia, and Singapore. Symptoms which 
appeared  sev e ra l weeks p r io r  to adm ission  to a hospital in 
Seattle w ere daily ch ills , fever, and profuse sweating. D ia r
rh e a  developed 5 days p rio r to adm ission  to the hospital. Both
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liver and spleen w ere en larged . Typical m a la ria  o rgan ism s 
of Plasm odium  vlvax and P . fa lc iparum  w ere noted in orig inal 
blood sm e ars . T reatm ent consisted  of 1 gram  of chloroquine 
followed by an additional course  of chloroquine and prim aquine.
C hills continued fo r 2 days a fte r initiation of trea tm ent.

T ularem ia
D r. E. J . W itte, Pennsylvania D epartm ent of Health, has 

rep o rted  a case  of tu la rem ia  in an adult m ale who had shot and 
cleaned a  wild rabb it. Onset of sym ptom s o ccurred  4 days 
afte r exposure. An u lce r developed on one of h is f in g ers  and 
h is ax illary  glands became enlarged. D iagnosis was confirm ed 
by agglutination te s ts  on the pa tien t’s blood se ru m , the t ite r  
ris in g  from  zero  to 1:320. T rea tm en t with tetracyd ine com 
pounds was followed by a gradual im provem ent in h is condition.

G astro -en te ritis
The C alifornia State D epartm ent of Public Health has r e 

ported  an outbreak of g a s tro -e n te r it is  in a  school. Of 250 p e r
sons eating a  m eal in the ca fe te ria , 65 becam e ill with nausea,

Table 1. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES
(Numbers after diseases are category number's of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

51st WEEK CUMULATIVE NUMBER

DISEASE Ended
Dec.
22,
19561

Ended
Dec.
24,
1955

First 51 weeks Since seasonal low week
Approxi- 
mate 

seasonal 
low 
point

Median
1951-55 19561 19551 Median

1951-55 1955-563 1954-553
Median
1950-51

to
1954-55

Anthrax— -------------------062 S1 37 27 32 (3) (3) (3) (3)
Botulism-------------------- 049.1 - - -- 12 9 -- (3) (3) (3) (3)Brucellosis (undulant fever)---- 044 19 15 --- 1,040 1,178 __
Diphtheria-------------------- 055 24 53 55 1,341 1,818 2,346 652 1,202 1,294 July 1
Encephalitis, infectious-------- 082 16 13 17 1,941 1,280 1,460 1,340 752 900 June 1
Hepatitis, infectious, 
and serum-----------092,N998.5 pt. 316 403 17,808 29,746
Malaria------------ -— ---- 110-117 3 4 -- 215 454 -- (3) (3) (3) (3iMeasles-----------------------085 3,927 3,757 3,854 569,792 535,966 543,772 29,725 24,454 30,534 Sept. 1
Meningococcal infections-------- 057 43 56 70 2,469 3,047 4,038 647 734 1,067 Sept. 1
Meningitis, other-------------- 340 23 -- -- 1,395 -- -- _ _ -- __
Poliomyeliti s----------------- 080 66 154 208. 14,313 27,809 35,770 13,308 26,896

(4)
34,189
n

Apr. 1
Psittacosis----------------- 096.2 14 2 -- 497 265 __ (â) (3)Rabies in man----------------- 094 *1 - - 8 5 13 (3) (3) (3) (3)Smallpox----------------------084 - - - - - 5 (3) (3) (3) (3)Typhoid fever----------------- 040 15 24 27 1,605 1,518 2,251 1,312 1,245 1,845 Apr. 1
Typhus fever, endemic-----------101 " 1 - 98 119 - (h (à) (*) (3)
Rabies in animals----------------- 65 71 89 4,033 4,541 7,071 766 883 1,419 iOct. 1

1Data exclude reports for Florida, Indiana, and Kentucky. 
2Reported in Pennsylvania.
3Freqijencies are too small.
4Reported in Arkansas.

vom iting, abdominal c ram ps, and d ia rrh e a  from  2 i to 5 hours 
la te r . Turkey and d ressin g  w ere suspected  to be the veh ic les 
of infection but none was available fo r bacterio logic exam ination. 
The m eat had been s to red  in a  re fr ig e ra ted  box which was 
opened frequently.

The C alifo rn ia  State D epartm ent of Public Health a lso  has 
rep o rted  4 c a se s  of g a s tro -e n te r it is  among p erso n s eating  in 
a  public dining room . All developed nausea and vom iting from  
3 to 5 hours a fte r eating. T h is w as followed by d ia rrh e a . One 
patient, an 8 4 -y ear-o ld  woman, reported ly  had a  card iovascu lar 
d isease  and died about 18 hours a fte r onset of her illn e ss . An 
investigation revea led  that baked ham and rice  cu stard  w ere 
common to a ll 4. T here  appeared to be l ittle  opportunity for 
contam ination of the ham. T hus, the m ost probable vehicle 
was the r ice  cu sta rd  which was made early  in the day. It had 
been placed in serv ing  d ishes and kept on the counter next to 
the steam  tab le . None of the food se rv ed  that day was available 
fo r laboratory  te s ts .

C o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  8

S O U R C E  AND N A T U R E  O F  M O R B I D I T Y  D A T A

These prov isional data a re  based on re p o rts  to the Public 
Health Service from  health departm en ts of each S tate and of 
Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto  Rico. They give the to ta l num ber 
of c a se s  of c e r ta in  com m unicable d iseases  rep o rted  during the 
week usually  ended the p receding Saturday. C ases of anthrax, 
botulism , ra b ie s  in  man, and sm allpox a re  not shown in table 2,

but a  footnote to  table 1 shows the S ta tes m aking the re p o rts . 
In addition, when d iseases  of r a r e  o ccu rren ce  (cholera, dengue, 
plague, re lap sin g  fev er—louse borne, typhus fev er—epidem ic, 
and yellow fever) a re  rep o rted , they w ill be noted a t the end 
of table 1.

Symbols._1 dashQ-J: no cases reported; 3 dashes Q — : data not available^ parent&eaes Q  )J: d*ta not Included In total«.
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE. ALASKA 
HAWAH, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED DECEMBER 24, 1955 AND DECEMBER 22, 1956

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

CONT. UNITED STATES1----

NEW ENGLAND-------------
Maine--------------------
New Hampshire-------------
Vermont------------------
Massachusetts-------------
Rhode Island--------------
Connecticut---------------
MIDDLE ATLANTIC-------

New York-----------------
New Jersey-----------------
Pennsylvania--------------
EAST NORTH CENTRAL-------

Ohio---------------------
Indiana------------------
Illinois------------------
Michigan------------------
Wisconsin-----------------
WEST NORTH CENTRAL-------

Minnesota-----------------
Iowa---------------------
Missouri-----------------
North Dakota--------------
South Dakota--------------
Nebraska-----------------
Kansas-------------------
SOUTH ATLANTIC-----------

Delaware------------------
Maryland------------------
District of Columbia-------
Virginia-----------------
West Virginia-------------
North Carolina------------
South Carolina------------
Georgia------------------
Florida------------------
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL-------

Kentucky-----------------
Tennessee-----------------
Alabama------------ ------
Mississippi---------------
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL-------

Arkansas------------------
Louisiana-----------------
Oklahoma---- ------- --- —
Texas--------------------
MOUNTAIN---------------

Montana------------------
Idaho--------------------
Wyoming-----------------—
Colorado------------------
New Mexico----------------
Arizona------------------
Utah---------------------
Nevada----------- -------
PACIFIC-----------------

Washington— ---------------
Oregon-------------------
California--------- -----1—
Alaska-------------------
Hawaii-------------------
Puerto Rico---------------

BRUCELLOSIS
(UNDULANT
FEVER)

DIPHTHERIA 055 ENCEPHALITIS,
INFECTIOUS

HEPATITIS, INFECTIOUS, 
SERUM 092,N998.5 pt

AND

044 51st week Cumulative 
first 51 weeks 082 51st week Cumulative 

first 51 weeks
1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955

19 15 24 53 1,341 1,818 16 13 316 403 17.808 29.746

2 _ 1 _ 17 23 22 26 1,184 2,701— " “ - - - 5 8 299 377- ~ _ - 1 - - - - 1 33 85i - - - - 2 - - 6 3 166 2551 - 1 - 16 21 - - 2 6 299 895
- - - - - - - 5 4 141 375
~ - - - - “ - 4 4 246 714

- 1 1 - 66 60 4 - 106 70 4,038 7,625- 1 1 - 21 39 3 - 90 39 2,211 4,160- - - - 24 6 1 - 5 4 372 486
“ ~ - 21 15 - - 11 27 1,455 2,979
6 2 7 8 243 111 5 7 55 59 2,523 3,765- - ~ 4 18 43 1 - 10 6 705 767-- (-) -- (-; -- (35) -- H _ W ^_ (587)5 - - 8 11 1 4 11 24 686 1,025- 1 7 4 215 54 3 2 27 21 805 1,2301 1 - - 2 3 - 1 7 8 327 743
8 4 4 13 135 219 _ 2 25 43 1,488 3,5151 3 1 - 27 56 - - 13 21 493 1,2634 - - 9 18 19 - - - 6 368 9381 1 - 1 14 15 - - 2 _ 97 334- - 2 - 12 2 - - 9 - 145 307- - 1 - 12 45 - 1 1 14- 178 368- - - 3 34 79 - - - 1 97 822 - ~ - 18 3 - 1 - 1 110 223
1 - 2 19 279 600 _ _ 20 21 1,049 2,306- ~ ~ - - 1 - - - 2 31 48- - - - 2 14 - - 3 4 93 358~ - - 1 2 - - - - 21 41- - 1 4 32 42 - - 8 5 480 1,0381 - - - 8 19 - - - - 67 239
- - - 3 68 88 - - 3 4 126 328- - - 1 85 193 - - 6 4 71 83- - 1 11 83 241 - - 2 160 171-- (1) — (2) — (86) — (!) (-) -- (252)
- 1 2 6 193 381 1 _ 15 13 1,130 1,345-- (-) -- (-) -- (46) -- (-) -- (12) __ (355)
“ 1 - - 23 40 1 - 10 7 699 655- - 2 6 113 291 - - 2 5 206 304
“ “ ~ “ 57 50 - - 3 1 225 386
1 4 3 4 294 338 1 1 16 34 1,339 1,8301 - - - 22 11 - - 1 1 146 222- 3 1 2 38 48 - - - 1 138 128- - - - 59 29 1 - 8 _ 115 189
- 1 2 2 175 250 - 1 7 32 940 1,291
- 2 4 1 60 23 1 - 33 67 1,647 2,596
- • “ - 4 5 - - 8 26 389 481
- 1 - - 1 - - - 3 - 201 264
~ “ - - 7 - - - - 3 115 155
- - - 1 3 3 - - 16 17 372 519
- “ 4 - 36 4 - - - 4 163 342- •- - - 6 8 1 - 5 17 321 738- 1 - “ 3 1 - - 1 - 77 74
“ “ ~ ** 2 - - - - 9 23
1 1 - 2 54 63 4 3 24 70 3,410 4,063* 1 - 1 12 26 - - 6 20 617 874
“ - - 11 - - - 9 10 683 1,0721 - - 1 31 37 4 3 9 40 2,110 2,117
- - - - 36 - _ _ 22 1 210 362“ - - - - - - - 2 55 45— 5 “ 86 68 - - 4 1 233 84

1Data exclude reports for Ho  ri da, Indiana, and Kentucky.
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA, 
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED DECEMBER 24, 1955 AND DECEMBER 22, 1956—Continued

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

POLIOMYELITIS 080
Total2 Paralytic

080.0,080.1
Nonparalytic

080.2

MALARIA

110-117

MEASLES

08551st week Cumulative 
first 51 weeks

1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955

66 154 14,313 27,809 33 88 16 33 3 4 3,927 3,757

25 251 5,544 19 2 167 30
_ 1 22 205 - 1 _ - - _ 2 1
_ - 3 224 - - - - - - 2 -
_ 1 21 125 - 1 _ - - _ 46 15
_ 19 110 3,917 - 16 - 2 - - 64 11
_ 3 9 420 _ 1 - - - _ - _
- 1 86 653 - - - - - - 53 3
4 19 1,209 4,232 2 6 _ 3 _ _ 890 308
3 13 792 2,796 2 5 - 1 - - 399 213
_ " 5 210 687 - 1 - 2 - 175 29
1 1 207 749 - - - - - - 318 66

11 26 3,692 6,379 4 10 4 8 _ _ 566 952
3 3 625 1,280 1 - - 1 - - 80 51

-- (1) -- (449) (1) __ (-) __ (-) __ (11)1 5 1,834 1,394 - 2 - 1 - - •100 477
5 7 679 1,192 1 3 4 3 - - 165 307
2 11 554 2,513 2 5 - 3 - - 221 117
3 7 1,706 2,137 _ 4 _ 1 _ 1 276 485
. 3 204 598 - 2 - 1 - 1 59 3
_ 3 628 555 - 1 - _ - - 65 15
_ _ 421 273 - _ - - - _ 76 10
_ - 38 65 - - - - _ - 71 73
_ 1 38 81 - 1 _ _ - _ 3 -
3 _ 190 283 - _ _ - _ _ 2 1
- - 187 282 - - - - - - - 383

10 11 1,138 1,944 7 8 1 1 1 _ 218 388- 1 27 58 - 1 - - - - 3 1
3 1 111 279 2 1 1 - - - 4 152
- 1 11 53 _ 1 - - - - - 9
1 2 231 325 1 2 _ _ - _ 62 134
2 2 113 186 1 1 - 1 - _ 103 47
3 1 336 461 3 1 - - - 18 10
1 2 112 311 _ . - _ - _ - 28 17
- 1 197 271 - 1 - - 1 - - 18

--- (2) -- (468) --- (1) -- (1) --- (i) --- (-)
8 3 548 608 2 3 2 _ _ _ 627 18

-- (-) -- (425) -- (-) — - (-) -- (-) -- (86)
3 1 154 243 1 1 2 - - - 426 6
4 2 100 182 _ 2 - - - - 189 9
1 - 294 183 1 - - - - - 12 3
16 11 2,411 2,783 12 7 4 1 1 2 519 493
1 - 217 186 - _ 1 _ _ 66 100
4 2 622 381 3 2 1 - _ _ 9 _
1 - 224 298 1 _ - _ 1 _ 15 135
10 9 1,348 1,918 8 5 2 1 - 2 429 258
3 5 831 1,099 1 1 r 2 _ 351 529
1 - 55 155 1 - - - - a. 66 180
_ 2 110 237 - _ _ 1 - _ 14 18
- - 37 35 - - - _ _ _ _ 58_ 1 160 225 _ 1 _ _ _ _ 39 144
- _ 82 133 - _ _ _ _ _ 47 6
- 1 129 131 - _ _ 1 - - 36 112
2 1 224 82 - - - - _ _ 137 11
- - 34 81 - - - - - - 12 -

11 47 2,527 3,083 5 30 5 15 1 1 313 554
2 4 188 537 1 4 - - - - 145 68
1 5 172 445 1 1 - 2 - - 33 7
8 38 2,167 2,101 3 25 5 13 1 1 135 479
_ _ 12 59 _ _ _ _ _ 11 1
_ 5 68 180 _ 4 _ 1 - - 328 4
" - 51 443 - - “ - - - 92 60

CONT. UNITED STATES3*----

NEW ENGLAND-------------
Maine--------------------
New Hampshire-------------
Vermont----- -------------
Massachusetts-------------
Rhode Island--------------
Connecticut---------------
MIDDLE ATLANTIC----------

New York------------------
New Jersey----------------
Pennsylvania--------------
EAST NORTH CENTRAL-------

Ohio-....................
Indiana------------ — ----
Illinois------------------
Michigan-----------------
Wisconsin-----------------
WEST NORTH CENTRAL-------

Minne sota------------- — —
Iowa-------- -------------
Missouri-----------------
North Dakota--------------
South Dakota--------------
Nebraska-----------------
Kansas-------------------
SOUTH ATLANTIC-----------

Delaware-----------------
Maryland-----------------
District of Columbia-------
Virginia-----------------
West Virginia-------------
North Carolina----- -------
South Carolina------------
Georgia------- -----------
Florida------------------
EAST SOOTH CENTRAL-------

Kentucky------------------
Tennessee-----------------
Alabama------------------
Mississippi— -------------
WEST SOOTH CENTRAL-------

Arkansas------------------
Louisiana-----------------
Oklahoma-----------------
Texas--------------------
MOUNTAIN----------------

Montana------------------
Idaho------------— — ---
Wyoming------------------
Colorado------------ — ---
New Mexico------ ---------
Arizona------— ----— -----
Utah---------------------
Nevada------------------
PACIFIC-----------------

Washington----------------
Oregon------------ --- ---
California----------------
Alaska-------------------
Hawaii-------------------
Puerto Rico----------- — —

xData exclude reports for Florida, Indiana, and Kentucky. 
2Includes cases not specified by type, category number 080.3.



Morbidity and Mortality W eekly Report 5

Table 2, CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE ALASKA 
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED DECEMBER 24, 1955 AND DECEMBER 22, 1956-C o n tin u e d  ’

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

MENINGOCOCCAL
INFECTIONS

057

MENIN
GITIS,
OTHER
340

PSITTACOSIS

096.2

TYPHOID FEVER 040 TYPHUS
FEVER,
ENDEMIC
101

RABIES IN 
ANIMALS

51st week Cumulative 
first 51 weeks

1956 1955 1956 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1956 1955

CONT. UNITED STATES1---- 43 56 23 14 2 15 24 1,605 1,518 . 65 71

NEW ENGLAND------------- 2 5 5 3 1 3 57 38
- - - 1 - _ _ 17 6 _ .

New Hampshire----------- - - - - - - - _ _ _ _
Vermont------------------ - - - - _ _ _ 3 1Massachusetts------------- 2 4 3 1 _ 1 2 18 16
Rhode Island-------------- - - 2 _ _ _ 1 6 4Connecticut--------------- - 1 - 1 - - - 13 11 - _ -
MIDDLE ATLANTIC---------- 5 9 _ 1 _ 5 205 185 3 6New York------------------ 3 2 - - _ 2 58 46 3 5- 3 - - _ _ _ 32 28Pennsylvania-------------- 2 4 - 1 - - 3 115 111 - _ 1
EAST NORTH CENTRAL------- 10 10 4 4 2 3 200 139 3 1Ohio--------------------- 2 3 _ - 2 3 63 71 1

---- (1) ---- ---- (-) ---- ____ (23 ____ ____ (2)1 2 4 - _ _ 37 33Michigan------------------ 7 3 _ 4 _ _ 55 27 1Wisconsin----------------- - 2 - - - - - 45 8 _ 2 _
WEST NORTH CENTRAL------- 2 6 1 _ _ _ 203 106 191 - - - _ _ _ 37 7 5

- - 1 - - _ _ 61 27 9Missouri------------------ 1 3 - - - _ _ 70 53 5 3North Dakota-------------- - 1 - - _ _ _ 6South Dakota-------------- - - - - - _ _ 3 13Nebraska------------------ - - - - - - _ 13 4Kansas------------------- - 2 - - - - - 13 2 - _ _
SOOTH ATLANTIC-..... .... 6 4 2 5 2 3 230 253 14 19Delaware------------------ - - 1 _ _ _ 4 2Maryland------------------ - 1 - _ _ 2 _ 21 21District of Columbia------- - - - _ _ 12 6Virginia— --------------- 2 1 - - - _ _ 56 46 1West Virginia------------- * - - - _ _ 1 24 43North Carolina------------ 3 2 - 5 _ 1 29 36South Carolina------------ 1 - 1 - - _ 1 31 50 2

Georgia------------- ---— - - - - - _ _ 53 49 10Florida.................. --- (-) ---- — - (-) ---- (2) (58 ---- (-
EAST SOOTH CENTRAL------- 6 2 8 - _ 2 179 141Kentucky------------------ (-) ---- ---- (-) ---- (1) _ (104) (3Tennessee----------------- 2 1 6 - _ » 82 78Alabama------------------ 3 - - - _ _ 30 40Mississippi--------------- 1 1 2 - - - 2 67 23 1
WEST SOOTH CENTRAL------- 3 5 - _ _ 8 9 336 419Arkansas--------- -------- - - - - - 1 1 71 88 2Louisiana----------------- - - — - - 4 1 55 88 15 *17Oklahoma----------------- 1 - - - - 2 _ 53 53Texas-------------------- 2 5 “ - - 1 7 157 190 _ _ 9
MOUNTAIN---------------- 2 5 2 1 - 1 _ 77 127- 2 - - - - - 3 5- - - - - - - 4 16

Wyoming------------------ 1 - - - - - - 3 6 _
1 1 2 - - - - 21 16
- - - - - 1 - 18 57 _
- 2 - - - - - 24 22 _

Utah--------------------- - - “ 1 - - - 2 4 _
~ ~ - - - 2 1 - -

PACIFIC----------------- 7 10 1 - - - 2 118 110 4 6Washington------— -------— 3 2 - - - - 1 3 4 _ _
1 - 1 - - - - 14 13 « _
3 8 - - - - 1 101 93 _ 4
_ - - - - _ 1 4
- - - - - - 2 - 2 _ _

Puerto Rico-------------- - - 1 “ - 1 1 86 49 - - -

1Data exclude reports for Florida, Indiana, and Kentucky. 
Report for Hoveaber.
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NUMBER OF DEATHS IN 10« SELECTED CITIES

The chart shows the num ber of deaths rep o rted  for 108 
m ajor c itie s  of the United S tates by week for the cu rren t year, 
and, for com parison, the m edian of the num ber of deaths r e 
ported for the corresponding weeks of the 3 previous calendar 
y ears . (The m edian is  the cen tra l one of the th ree  values a r 
ranged in o rder of magnitude.) If a  rep o rt i s  not rece ived  from  
a city  in tim e to be included in the to ta l fo r the cu rren t week, 
an estim ate  is  made to m aintain com parability  fo r graphic 
presentation .

The figu res reported  re p re se n t the num ber of death c e r t i 
fica tes  received in the v ita l s ta tis t ic s  offices during the week 
indicated - for deaths occurring  in  that city. F ig u res compiled 
in th is  way, by week of rece ip t, usually  approxim ate closely 
the num ber of deaths occurring  during the week. However, 
d ifferences a re  to b e ‘expected because of varia tions in  the

in te rval between death and rece ip t of the certifica te .
While week-to-week changes in the total num ber of deaths 

reported  for all m ajor c itie s  generally  re p re se n t a  change in 
m orta lity  conditions, th is may not be tru e  for varia tions in 
weekly fig u res for each city. F o r exam ple, in a  city  with a 
weekly average of 50 deaths, the num ber of deaths occurring  
in a  week may be expected to vary by chance alone from  36 to 
64 (d ±  2Td, where d re p re se n ts  the average num ber of deaths 
p e r week).

The num ber of deaths in c itie s  of the sam e size  may also  
differ because of v aria tions in the age, ra ce , and sex  com 
position of th e ir populations, and because som e c itie s  a re  hos
pita l cen ters  serv ing the surrounding a rea s . Changes from  
year to y ear in the num ber of deaths may be due in p a r t to  pop
ulation in c re a se s  o r  d ec reases .

Table 3. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate. Exclusive of fetal deaths)

AREA

51st
week
ended
Dae.
22
1956

50th
week
ended
Dec*
15,
1956

51st
week
median
1953-55

Percent
change,
median
to

current
week

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FIRST 51 WEEKS

1956 1955 Percent
change

TOTAL: 99 REPORTING CITIES---------------------

New England------------ -------------------- (13 cities)
Middle Atlantic----------------------------- (18 cities)
East North Central-------------------------- (16 cities)
West North Central------------------- ------- (8 cities)
South Atlantic-------------------------------(9 cities)
East South Central---------------------------- (8 cities)
Vest South Central— -------------------------(H cities)

10,257 10,656 9,735 45.4 508,113 499,709 41.7

686 
2,956 
2,203 
696 
812 
413 
858 
230 

1,403

721
3,126
2,157
830
786
520
853
204

1,459

645
2,964
2,186
649
785
371
668
204

1,257

46.4 
-0.3 
40.8 
47.2
43.4
411.3
428.4 
+12.7 
411.6

32,930
150,227
107,532
36,101
40,535
23,977
40,488
10,873
65,450

33,326
150,462
106,033
35,125
39,060
23,692
37,790
10,542
63,679

. -1-2 
-0.2 
41.4
42.8
43.8 
41.2
47.1
43.1
42.8
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Table 4. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES FOR WEEK ENDED DECEMBER 22, 1956
(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate. Exclusive of fetal deaths)

c m

51st
week
ended
Dec.

50th
week
ended
Dec.

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FIRST 51 WEEKS

22,
1956

15,
1956 1956 1955

NEW ENGLAND
Boston, Mass.------------ 244 252 11,613 11,780
Bridgeport, Conn.-------- 29 43 1,860 1,884
Cambridge, Mass.--------- 28 39 1,496 1,517
Fall River, Mass.-------- -- (29) -- (1,404)
Hartford, Conn.---------- 51 53 2,392 2,305
Lowell, Mass.----------- 32 19 1,193 1,294
Lynn, Mass.------------- 22 19 1,069 1,139
New Bedford, Mass.------- 20 20 1,148 1,214
New Haven, Conn.--------- 50 57 2,321 2,177
Providence, R. I.----- -— 75 77 3,139 3,222
Somerville, Mass.-------- 18 11 763 763
Springfield, Mass.------- 33 48 2,090 2,135
Waterbury, Conn.--------- 28 26 1,288 1,279
Worcester, Mass.--------- 56 57 2,558 2,617

MIDDLE ATLANTIC
Albany, N. Y.----------- 55 42 2,477 2,426
Allentown, Pa.----------- (46i (25] (1,894. (1,825)
Buffalo, N. Y.----------- 113 138 7,215 6,905
Camden, N. J.----------- 34 39 1,978 1,827
Elizabeth, N. J.--------- -- (25, -- (1,320.
Erie, Pa.--------------- 22 35 1,650 1,746
Jersey City, N. J.------- 71 82 3,527 3,505
Newark, N. J.----------- 76 120 4,886 5,093
New York City, N. Y.----- 1,582 1,682 79,002 79,625
Paterson, N. J.---------- 48 38 1,933 1,882
Philadelphia, Pa.-------- 486 496 24,058 24,222
Pittsburgh, Pa.---------- 182 174 9,253 9,010
Reading, Pa.------------ (22, (24; (1,095, (1,156;
Rochester, N. Y.--------- 92 99 4,819 4,835
Schenectady, N. Y.------- 25 22 1,136 1,134
Scranton, Pa.----------- (3i; (32; (1,726! (1,724)
Syracuse, N. Y.---------- 77 58 3,015 2,825
Trenton, N. J.----------- 34 45 2,209 2,403Utica, N. Y.------------ 30 32 1,564 1,574Yonkers, N. Y.----------- 29 24 1,503 1,450

EAST NORTH CENTRAL
Akron, Ohio------------- 62 49 2,702 2,660
Canton, Ohio------------ 20 35 1,449 1,400
Chicago, 111.----------- 778 767 37,239 36,990Cincinnati, Ohio--------- 123 134 7,645 7,457Cleveland, Ohio---------- 238 224 10,464 9,995(5,404)Columbus, Ohio----------- (121)
Dayton, Ohio------------ 70 70 3,379 3,293Detroit, Mich.----------- 343 323 16,082 16,357Evansville, Ind.--------- 31 39 1,693 1,598Flint, Mich.------------ 44 38 1,950 1,911Fort Wayne, Ind.--------- 35 33 1,811 l,683xGary, Ind.-------------- (34) (33) (1,461) (1,394)
Grand Rapids, Mich.------ 37 42 2,063 2,108
Indianapolis, Ind.— — ---- 147 109 5,966 5,690
Milwaukee, Wis.------ --- 124 124 6,321 6,327
Peoria, 111.----------— - (31) -- (1,477)
South Bend, Ind.--------- 22 23 1,249 1,282
Toledo, Ohio------------ 86 91 4,791 4,693
Youngstown, Ohio------- — 43 56 2,728 2,589

WEST NORTH CENTRAL
Dee Moines, Iowa— ------- 61 57 2,568 2,601
Duluth, Minn.— — -------- 27 23 1,318 1,277
Kansas City, Kans. —--- -- -- £,704)

117 118 5,518 5,602
Minneapolis, Minn.------- 136 138 6,092 6,016

64 65 3,317 3,220

CITY

51st
week
ended
Dec.
22,

1956

50th
week
endedDec.
15,

1956

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FIRST .51 WEEKS

1956 1955

WEST NORTH CENTRAL— Con.
St. Louis, Mo.----------- 202 299 11,840 11,197
St. Paul, Minn.---------- 64 50 3,321 3,248
Wichita, Kans.----------- 25 80 2,127 1,964

SOUTH ATLANTIC
Atlanta, Ga.------------ 113 100 5,502 5,349Baltimore, Md.----------- 253 222 11,754 11,449Charlotte, N. C.--------- 26 42 1,515 1,400Jacksonville, Fla.------- (57) (60) (2,614) (2,470)Miami, Fla.------------- 51 63 2,617 2,637Norfolk, Va.------------ 31 28 1,660 1,588Richmond, Va.----------- 95 59 3,562 3,278Savannah, Ga.----------- -- -- (1,450)
Tampa, Fla.------------- 46 55 2,924 2,782Washington, D. C.-------- 171 179 9,236 8,815Wilmington, Del.--------- 26 38 1,765 1,762

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Birmingham, Ala.--------- 73 87 3,900 3,897Chattanooga, Term.------- 30 48 2,116 2,238
Knoxville, Term.--------- 18 32 1,635 1,699Louisville, Ky.---------- 98 97 5,346 5,239Memphis, Term.----------- 94 137 5,033 4,987Mobile, Ala.------------ 43 32 1,769 1,507
Montgomery, Ala.--------- 17 24 1,445 1,322Nashville, Term.--------- 40 63 2,733 2,803

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
Austin, Tex.------------ -- (25) __ 1,306)
Baton Rouge, La.--------- _ (22) -- (1,089)
Corpus Christi, Tex.----- 27 25 1,018 874Dallas, Tex.------------ 129 112 5,521 5,005El Paso, Tex.----------- 25 28 1,374 1,419Fort Worth, Tex.--------- 60 69 2,975 2,788Houston, Tex.------------ 163 161 6,931 6,392Little Rock, Ark.-------- 51 50 2,357 2,219New Orleans, La.--------- 165 156 8,048 7,673Oklahoma City, Okla.----- 74 75 3,207 2,828San Antonio, Tex.-------- 106 83 4,502 4,329Shreveport, La.---------- 38 42 2,272 2,011Tulsa, Okla.------------ 20 52 2,283 2,252

MOUNTAIN
Albuquerque, N. Mex.----- 27 18 1,172 1,172
Colorado Springs, Colo.--- 13 12 661 652
Denver, Colo.------------ 127 96 5,487 5,407
Ogden, Utah------------- 12 14 644 575
Phoenix, Ariz.----------- -- (30) -- (1,227)
Pueblo, Colo.----------- 15 16 641 627
Salt Lake City, Utah------ 36 48 2,268 2,109
Tucson, Ariz.------------ -- (11) -- (2,228)

PACIFIC
Berkeley, Calif.--------- 20 25 857 926
Long Beach, Calif.------- 55 56 2,721 2,491
Los Angeles, Calif.------ 540 516 23,961 23,144
Oakland, Calif.---------- 120 125 4,645 4,399
Pasadena, Calif.--------- 32 36 1,777 1,806
Portland, Oreg.---------- 69 90 4,781 4,706
Sacramento, Calif.------- 48 65 2,482 2,469
San Diego, Calif.-------- 77 99 3,831 3,734
San Francisco, Calif.----- 214 215 9,706 9,339
Seattle, Wash.----------- 140 135 6,420 6,454
Spokane, Wash.-------- --- 49 49 2,337 2,317
Tacoma, Wash.------------ 39 48 1,932 1,894

Honolulu, Hawaii--------- (39) (47) (1,776) (1,806)

Symbols. — parentheses BO data not included in table 3; 3 dashes M ' data not available.
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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORTS—Continued 
H istoplasm osis

D r. D. S. Flem ing, M innesota D epartm ent of Health, has 
rep o rted  an outbreak of h istop lasm osis in a group of 40 men 
who worked around a  church in the southw estern p a r t  of the 
State. Of these , 5 becam e ill w ith sym ptom s com patible with 
h istop lasm osis. H istoplasm in skin te s ts  w ere positive for 
each, and blood specim ens w ere positive in t i te r s  of 1:32 or 
g rea te r. An investigation rev ea led  these 5 w ere the only ones 
who cleaned windows and put in new window w ells on the south
e a s t side of the church. The o ther men hauled d ir t  and sodded 
the lawn. It was rep o rted  that the window s il ls  w ere heavily 
contam inated with pigeon droppings. At the tim e of the p ro 
jec t the w eather was w arm  and dry .

thim publication, plmmmm chuck hm 
a n d  r e t u r n .
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