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The cum ulative to ta l num ber of poliom yelitis c a se s  r e 
ported in the f i r s t  q u a rte r of 1956 is  a lm ost the sam e as that 
r eported in the sam e period  of 1955. However, the num ber of 
Paralytic c ases  is  about 26 p e rcen t g re a te r  fo r th is p e rio d  of 
1956 a s  com pared with that for la s t  y e a r. The num ber of non- 
Paralytic c a se s  is  essen tia lly  the sam e fo r the 2 periods, but 
the num ber of unspecified is  le s s  fo r 1956 than fo r 1955. The 
num bers and percen tages of c a se s  by type a re  shown below. 
•SSglusive nf M ontana;

1956 1955

T ota l........
Paralytic •

Num ber P ercen t Number P e rcen t

—  1,068 100.0 1,052 100.0
582 54.5 457 43.4

c — 285 26.7 287 27.3
201 18.8 308 29.3

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL 1REPORTS

iSQuenza
The following re p o rts  have been rece ived  by the Influenza 

“form ation  C en ter, NIH, and the N ational Office of V ital S ta
tistics.
,, Dr. H enry B auer, M innesota D epartm ent of H ealth, re p o rts  

Isolation of influenza A (FM 1-1947) from  th ro a t washing 
ate ria l co llected  M arch 7, 1956. Serologic diagnosis of in- 
uenzaA has a lso  been made in two patien ts with onset of sym p- 
ms during the m iddle of M arch.

The Preventive M edicine D ivision, B ureau of M edicine and 
^ p r y ,  D epartm ent of the Navy, re p o rts  the sero log ic  d iag- 

s*s of influenza A in a patient a t a  naval in sta lla tion  in V ir- 
who had an onset of illn e ss  the la tte r  p a r t  of February . 

He i L ennette> C alifo rn ia  State D epartm ent of Public
caa r e Po r*s  1116 sero log ic  diagnosis of influenza A in 22 

es from  C alifornia for the 2 w eeks ending M arch 30, 1956. 
gjv r * D- M artin , L ouisiana D epartm ent of H ealth , has 
p6r n Inform ation on pa ired  blood specim ens subm itted  from  
testSons with influenza-like sym ptom s. Com plem ent fixation 
j j S  on specim ens from  13 patien ts showed a r i s e  in t i te r  for 
fQUr.e,' za  A. Only 1 showed a  reac tio n  to Influenza B, giving a 

!° ld r is e  in  t i te r ,  from  1:8 to 1:32. 
bers  ,  W orld Health O rganization, Geneva, s ta te s  that the num- 
Heuj <~ deaths from  Influenza and pneumonia rep o rted  to the 
C1teic i G eneral  of England have in creased  sharp ly . However, 
h'tld i , . r e P°r t s  from  m ost p a r ts  of the country suggest that 
dence j Uenzal illn e ss  declined during M arch. Serologic evi- 
tegta Influenza A has been obtained in a  larg e  p roportion  of 

°n c ases  of re sp ira to ry  d isease .

Aatjjraj

hjg ?*• *olu> M ason, New Mexico D epartm ent of Public H ealth, 
b u f c ^ t e d  2 c a se s  of an thrax  in p e rso n s who a ss is te d  in 
0ll8*t hi!* a  Slc*  buifal0, The pa tien ts becam e ill  w ith acute 
8c«»-’ *8" fev er, reg ional lymphadenopathy, and a  typ ica l ab-
to antth? r l f>ht hand of each . Both responded sa tis fac to rily  

•otic therapy . Anthrax o rg an ism s could not be iso lated

from  the a b sc esses  o r from  fluid a sp ira ted  from  the swollen 
lymph nodes.

An investigation  revea led  that 4 buffaloes of a  herd  had died 
recen tly  and the m eat was used  fo r food. A ccurate c lin ica l 
h is to rie s  o r po st-m o rtem  findings could not be obtained. F o r
tunately, the head of the la s t  buffalo that died had been saved for 
use in Indian cerem onia l dances. L abora to ry  exam ination of 
b ra in  tissu e  from  the anim al rev ea led  the p resence  of anthrax  
organ ism s on the b asis of m orphology, cu ltu ra l c h a ra c te ris tic s , 
anim al inoculations, and bacteriophage typing. The identity  of 
the organism  w as confirm ed by the Com municable D isease  Cen
te r  L abora tory  a t Chamblee, G eorgia.

The N orth C aro lina  State B oard  of Health has rep o rted  4 
c a se s  of human anthrax  recen tly . The patien ts w ere employed 
in a  goat h a ir canvas m anufacturing p lant w here 3 o ther c a se s  
have occu rred  since 1953. In each case , headache, backache, 
m ala ise , fev er, sw eats, chilly sen sa tions , and typ ical lesion  
evolvem ent from  vesicle  to b lack  e sc h ar w ere  noted. Each 
lesion  w as shown to be positive fo r B. an th rac is  on cu ltu re . 
Following the adm in istra tion  of penic illin  and a b road  spec trum  
antibiotic, each patient reco v ered  prom ptly.

D r. W. R. G iedt, Washington State Department of Health, has 
reported a suspect case of human anthrax in a 45-year-oldfarm  
woman. The patient has lived on the same farm  for 17 years. 
She bruised her knuckle on a cow horn and a large swelling de
veloped involving the hand. Several lesions developed and the 
principal one resem bled that of anthrax. Microscopic exam
ination of m aterial taken from the lesion 3 days after initiation 
of penicillin treatm ent was reported negative for anthrax ba
cillus. An investigation revealed that sheep (never more than 
2) have been kept on the farm  continuously for years. These 
have always been healthy and so have all other anim als on the 
farm . The patlentwas sorting some 2-year-old wool from these 
sheep on the day her lesion developed. Bacteriologic exami
nation of specimens of the wool submitted to the laboratory r e 
vealed no anthrax bacillus. T his farm  sold horses to the zoo 
where an outbreak of anthrax occurred more than a year ago, 
but no relationship was established.

L is te r io s is
D r. John M ason, New Mexico D epartm ent of Public Health, 

has rep o rte d  a case  of l is te r io s is  in an adult m ale. H is illn e ss  
w as ch arac te rized  by abrupt onset, in fluenza-like sym ptom s, 
high fev er, and sev e re  pain in the back of the neck. On cu ltu re  
of sp inal fluid an o rgan ism  was iso la ted  which w as la te r  iden ti
fied  a s  L is te r ia  monocytoge n es . The pa tien t did not respond  to 
in itial therapy  with penicillin  and strep tom ycin , but showed 
gradual im provem ent over a  10- day period  with gantr is in . T h ere  
w ere  no re s id u a l m anifestations. T here  is  no h isto ry  of known 
exposure to  an im als , and investigations to dete rm ine  the pos
sib le  sou rce  of infection a re  in p ro g re s s .

P s itta c o s is
D r. D. S. Flem ing, Minnesota Department of Health, has 

reported a case of psittacosis in a  54-year-old woman. Con
firm ation was by a fourfold rise  in complement fixation tite r 
for psittacosis. The patient’s illness was characterized  by 
chills, fever, and cough. A chest X -ray showed Involvement of
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left upper and lower lobes. She has no b ird s In h e r home but 
is  employed In a  s to re  a s  a  c le rk  handling p a rak ee ts . The 
source of b ird s in the s to re  is  a b ird  company in Chicago.

T ularem ia
D r. E. J .  W itte, D ivision of V eterinary  Public Health, 

Pennsylvania D epartm ent of Health, has rep o rted  2 c ases  of 
tu la rem ia  in a  man and wife who handled wild rab b its  killed  in 
the cen tra l p a r t of the State. Both c a se s  w ere  rep o rted  to be 
u lceroglandular in type with som e pulm onary involvem ent in 
the wife. Agglutination te s ts  on the husband 6 weeks apart 
yielded t i te r s  of 1:20 and 1:80, respec tive ly . No te s ts  w ere 
perform ed  on the wife. Aureom ycin was used in the trea tm en t, 
and both patients have apparently recovered .

Toxoplasm o sis  in ca ts
The C alifornia D epartm ent of Public Health has reported  

2 c ases  of toxoplasm osis in ca ts . The f i r s t  cat died a fte r  a 
48-hour illn ess , during which the anim al bit its  owner. Because 
of the bite and because of the obscure nature of the illn e ss , the 
c a t’s  b ra in  was exam ined to  exclude the possib ility  of rab ies. 
No N egri bodies w ere found but a typical inclusion bodies were

p resen t. L a te r  the d isease  was confirm ed as toxoplasm osis. 
It is  believed that the cat was infected with toxoplasm a p a ra s ite s  
from  rodents since th is p a ras itic  infection is  common in ra ts  
and m ice. The owner, who was bitten, apparently  suffered no 
ill  effects. The second case  of toxoplasm osis was in a  cat that died 
of an illn e ss  apparently encephalitic in nature . Ten days p re 
vious the cat cam e home with cuts around the mouth. Within 4 
o r 5 days, the anim al becam e clum sy and incoordinate, was 
ir r ita b le , and did not recognize m em bers of the fam ily. Exam i
nation of b ra in  tis su e  showed no N egri bodies but nerve cells  
contained inclusion bodies s im ila r  to those found in the f ir s t  
cat. The cat had close contact with 2 children, 1 of which be
cam e severe ly  ill concurren t with the last phases of the c a t’s 
illn e ss . T his child’s  tem p era tu re  ro se  and he developed a  cough, 
rh in itis , and lethargy. According to the physician there  has 
been no sa tis fac to ry  response to any of the antibiotics used. 
The o ther child has developed a  fev er and severe  headache.

Erythem a infectiosum
The C alifornia D epartm ent of Public Health has reported  

an outbreak of ery them a infectiosum  in Napa County. Over a
C o n t i n u e d  on p a g e  8

Table 1. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES
(Numbers after diseases are.category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

DISEASE

13th WEEK

Ended
Mar.

31,
1956

Ended
Apr.

2> i  
19551

Median
1951-55

CUMULATIVE NUMBER

First 13 weeks

Median
1951-55

Since seasonal low week

1955-
56

1954-
55

Median
1950-51

to
1954-55

Approxi- 
mate 

seasonal 
low 

point

Anthrax----------------------------- 062
Botulism--------------------------049.1
Brucellosis (undulant fever)------ 044
Diphtheria-------------------------- 055
Encephalitis, infectious---------- 082
Hepatitis, infectious,
and serum--------------092,N998.5 pt.

Malaria........... -...... ..... 110-117
Measles-------- --------------------- 085
Meningococcal infections---------- 057
Meningitis, other------------------ 340
Poliomyelitis---------- --------- t-080
Psi ttacosi s-----------------------096.2
Rabies in man-----------------------094
Smallpox---------------------------- 084
Typhoid fever-----------------------040
Typhus fever, endemic--------------101

Rabies in animals----------------------

19
16
35

433
3

24,724
67
29
90
11

105

23
34
40

757
5

22,893
78

59
3

150

50
28

22,895
116

25

182

14

222
530
307

6,370
37

186,020
970
403

1,068
93
3

313
19

1,517

9
4

280
458
300

11,956
48

232,460
1,261

1,052
90

2

307
16

1,664

10

612
271

226,882
1,477

1,318

2
2

392

2,242

(E )
(2 )

1,860
1,258

(2 )
218,151

1,893

29,278 

è )  
P )  
(2 > 
1,732 

( )

2,544

(2 )
(2 )

1,677
1,652

(2 )
287,069

2,312

38,248

è )
(2 )
(2 )
2,184

(¿ )

3,017

(2 )
(2 )

2,261
998

(2 )
262,167

2,746

35,940

n
(2 )
(2 )
2,295

(¿ )

3,786

(2 )
(2 )

July 1 
June 1

(2 ) 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 1

Apr. 1

(2 ) 
(2 ) 
(2 ) 

Apr. 1 

(2 )

Oct. 1

xData exclude report for Mantana. 
2Frequencies are too small.

S O U R C E  AND N A T U R E  O F  M O R B I D I T Y  D A T A

T hese prov isional data a re  based  on re p o rts  to the Public 
H ealth Service from  health departm en ts of each S tate and of 
A laska, Hawaii, and Puerto  Rico. They give the to ta l num ber 
of c a se s  of c e rta in  com m unicable d iseases  rep o rted  during the 
week usually  ended the preceding Saturday. C ases of anthrax, 
botulism , rab ie s  in m an, and sm allpox a re  not shown in table 2,

but a  footnote to table 1 shows the S tates making the reports. 
In addition, when d iseases of r a re  occurrence  (cholera, dengue, 
plague, re lap sin g  fev er—louse borne, typhus fev er—epidemic» 
and yellow fever) a re  rep o rted , they w ill be noted a t the end 
of table 1.

Symbols. — 1 d a s h ^ - J :  no cases reported; 3 dashes Q — ]  = data not available; parentheses ["( fj: data not included in total9’
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA, 
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED APRIL 2, 1955 AND MARCH 31, 1956

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

CONT. UNITED STATES1-

NEW ENGLAND-----------------
Maine------------------------
New Hampshire-------------___
Vermont— -_________________
ŝsachusetts------- ---

JJbQ'ie Island.................
Connecticut__________________

MIDDLE ATLANTIC-------------
Nev York....... .............
Nev Jersey— _________________
Pennsylvania-----------------

EAST NORTH CENTRAL-
Ohio------------------

Indiana-------- ---___
Illinois-____ ___
Michigan.......... —
Wisconsin--------
WEST NORTH CENTRAL-

winnesota-------------
Iowa__________________

Missouri______________
North Dakota.........
South Dakota.........
Nebraska______________
Kansas----------

SOUTH ATLANTIC-----
^lavare___________ __
âryland---------

District of Columbia-
»irginia..............
West Virginia........

»°rth Carolina.......
South Carolina-------
Borgia----------
Florida__________

e a s t s o u t h c e n t r a l -
&®ntucky__ - _________________

ênnesaee—________
Alabama-
**lsaiaslppl-------

* , ? ST SOm,H CENTRAL- 
^Kansas— ___________

^ » U n a ........
Oklahoma---------
^e*a8— ________

m o u n t a i n------------
M°ntana_______________
Idaho__ ____
“yomlng-IIIIIIIII"!
Colorado.............. .
"ew Mexico...........
Arizona__
Otah_______
Nevada— III”

PACIFIC—

S ^ ln « to n -
S'egon----
California—

AXaaka-*.....
Bevali_____
^«■to Slco-

1Data

BRUCELLOSIS
(UNDULANT
FEVER)

044

DIPHTHERIA 055 ENCEPHALITIS,
INFECTIOUS

082

HEPATITIS, INFECTIOUS, 
SERUM 092,N998.5 pt

AND

13th week
Cumulative 

first 13 weeks
13th week Cumulative 

first 13 weeks

1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955

19 23 16 34 530 458 35 40 433 757 6,370 11,956

1 1 1 4 11 . . 31 89 446 1,122
- 1 - - - - - - 10 21 107 97
- - - - 1 - - - 5 2 16 42
1 - - - - 1 - - 1 5 67 88
- - - 1 3 10 - - 7 29 97 413
- - - - - - - - 1 10 50 163
- - - - - - " - 7 22 109 319

- _ _ 1 18 19 10 11 99 197 1,250 3,025
- - - 1 7 12 10 9 50 112 695 1,570
- - - - 4 1 - 2 8 16 110 198
- - - - 7 6 - - 41 69 445 1,257

4 5 4 4 110 64 1 11 85 89 1,036 1,773
- - - 3 9 21 - - 12 14 257 327
- - 1 - 59 28 - 9 19 19 149 265
2 1 1 - 1 2 - - 12 13 267 363
2 1 2 1 40 11 1 Ì 14 33 223 563
- 3 - - 1 2 - 1 28 10 140 255

8 13 2 11 59 68 1 - 25 89 593 1,679
- 7 1 - 22 22 - - 3 28 176 585
6 4 - - 13 4 - - 9 11 146 520
- - 1 - 5 6 1 - 2 26 29 175
1 - - - - - - - 4 4 55 99
- 1 - 11 1 25 - - - 16 88 187
- - - - 16 10 - - 5 2 51 24
1 1 - “ 2 1 - “ 2 2 48 89

2 - 2 8 98 118 7 4 24 54 385 1,086
- - - - - - - - - 2 8 17
- - - - - 2 - - 4 2 40 126
- - - - 1 2 - - - 1 7 21
2 - 1 1 15 9 1 1 12 30 167 489
- - - 1 4 3 - - 1 5 17 140
- - - 1 16 19 1 2 1 6 39 131
- - 1 2 12 22 1 - 1 4 14 23
- - - - 20 46 - 1 3 - 42 68
- - - 3 30 15 4 - 2 4 51 71

1 3 4 2 82 60 4 4 48 34 576 587
- 1 - 1 4 11 1 - 25 7 170 95
1 1 - - 16 12 2 4 14 11 274 261
- 1 - 1 45 25 1 - 7 9 54 121
- - 4 - 17 12 - - 2 7 78 110

3 1 4 7 124 101 _ _ 37 39 468 587
1 - 2 1 13 5 - - 7 12 52 90
- - - 2 12 15 - - - 2 20 39
- 1 - - 38 11 - - 1 2 26 60
2 - 2 4 61 70 - - 29 23 370 398

- - - - 11 1 1 _ 30 54 541 825
--- <-) --- (-) --- (2) --- (-) --- (4) --- (88)

- - - - - - - - 8 10 96 102
- - - - 2 - - - - 3 38 29
- - - - 2 - - - 12 5 158 191
- - - - 1 - 1 - 4 22 74 201
- - - - 5 1 - - 3 7 148 250
- - - - 1 - - - 2 6 25 32
“ “ - - - “ - - 1 1 2 20

- - - 24 16 11 10 54 112 1,075 1,272
- - - - 2 5 - - 14 22 241 264
- - - - 8 - - - 8 37 210 348
- - _ - 14 11 11 ..10.. 32 53 624. 660

- . - - . 4 2 24 108
- * - - - - - - - - 15 17
1 “ “ 3 15 25 " “ 3 2 67 16

exclude report for Mantana.
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA, 
HAW AD, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED APRIL 2, 1955 AND MARCH 31, 1956-C o n tin u ed

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

POLIOMYELITIS 080

MALARIA

110-117

MEASLES

085

Total2
Paralytic

080.0,080.1

Nonparalytic

080.213th week
Cumulative 

first 1 3  weeks

1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955

90 59 1,068 1,052 37 25 35 17 3 5 24,724 22,893

1 2 35 25 2 1 1 461 4,630
- 1 7 2 - .1 - - - _ 210 328
- - 2 3 - - - - _ _ 410
1 1 7 11 - 1 1 - _ _ 14 302
- - 17 6 - - - - - 1 173 1,835
- - 2 - - - - - - - 4 256
- - - 3 - - - - - - 60 1,499

7 8 77 126 1 1 4 1 _ _ 3,312 5,462
5 5 54 75 1 1 4 1 - _ 1,386 1,470
1 2 9 18 - - - - _ _ 354 3,077
1 1 14 33 - - - - - - 1,572 915

3 2 73 100 - 1 _ _ 1 7,671 3,725
2 - 18 24 - - - - - 1 2,576 728
- - 7 10 - - - - - \. 568 152
1 2 11 18 - 1 - - - _ 1,804 409
- - 24 38 - - - - _ 1,696 864
- - 13 10 - - - - - 1,027 1,572

2 5 51 80 1 2 1 1 _ _ 1,584 1,277
1 1 8 12 - 1 1 - _ _ 10 330
- 1 11 15 - _ _ _ _ _ 256 459
1 1 14 11 1 1 - - _ _ 338 316
- - 2 3 - - - - _ _ 38 103
- - 8 10 - - _ - _ _ 17 3
- - 2 14 - _ _ - _ _ 122 3
- 2 6 15 - - - 1 - - 803 63

10 15 91 v 193 6 5 2 5 ! 1 _ 2,779 539
- - 1 2 - - - - _ 16 3
- - 4 6 - - - - _ - 445 71
- - - - - _ _ _ » _ 122 14
1 - 4 5 1 - - _ _ _ 831 91
1 1 3 7 1 _ - _ _ 391 69
- - 23 30 - _ - - - _ 323 32
- 1 7 7 - 1 _ - - » 401 93
1 3 12 18 . 2 1 1 1 _ 100 n o
7 10 37 3118 4 2 1 4 - - 150 56

6 1 45 61 2 1 2 _ 1 1 1,293 452
6 - 18 22 2 - ' 2 - - 1 571 45
- - 7 11 - - _ - - _ 422 163
- - 1 8 - - - - 1 _ 227 88

- 1 19 20 - 1 - - - 73 156

21 14 222 160 10 8 5 b 1 1 4,577 1,913
- 1 9 11 - 1 - - 1 _ 303 109
3 1 31 28 2 1 1 • - _ 41 8
1 - 10 16 _ _ - - _ _ 494 95

17 12 172 105 8 6 4 5 - 1 3,739 1,701

7 2 61 60 2 _ 2 _ - 1 1,268 1,02 0
--- (2) __ (H) __ (2) --- (-) __ (-) __ (2)
2 - 9 8 2 - - - _ 44 23
- - 2 5 - - - - _ _ 54 3
- - 7 13 - - - _ _ 620 11*

’• - - 2 3 - - - - _ 130 291
2 - 29 5 - - 2 _ _ 1 397 574
3 2 6 18 - - _ _ _ _ 22 4

- - 6 8 - * - - - - 1 11

33 10 413 247 15 5 18 5 _ 1,779 3,875
2 1 21 23 1 1 1 _ _ _ 468 582

31
2
7

27
365

21
203 14

2
2 17 5

- ; 1.2?4 3.1Ü

2
1
3

17

1
43
5

6
8

290
1 2

17
1

1
1 -

” 21 
11 •
22

475
323

AHEA

CONT. UNITED STATES

NEW ENGLAND-----------
Maine-------------------
New Hampshire-----------
Vermont-----------------
Massachusetts----------
Rhode Island------- ----
Connecticut— ----------

MIDDLE ATLANTIC----
New York— 1-----------
New Jersey------------
Pennsylvania---------

EAST NORTH CENTRAL-
Ohio..................
Indiana---------------
Illinois.............-
Michigan--------------
Wisconsin-------------

WEST NORTH CENTRAL-
Minnesota-------------
Iowa------------------
Missouri--------------
North Dakota----------
South Dakota------ -—
Nebraska--------------
Kansas---------------

SOOTH ATLANTIC--------------
Delaware---------- — ------ -—
Maryland----------------------
District of Columbia---------
Virginia— ----------- --------
West Virginia-----------------
North Carolina------ -— -— -—
South Carolina— --------------
Georgia------- — ------------
Florida-----------------------

BAST SOOTH CECTfttAL---------
Kentucky---------- -— ---------
Tennessee------ ------------— -
Alabama-------- --------- — —
Mississippi------ -------------

WEST SOOTH CENTRAL---------
Arkansas-**— — — — — -------
Louisiana--------- ------------
Oklahoma-— — —  
Texas------ -— — — -------- -

MOUNTAIN-------------------
Montana------------— — ------
Idaho-— —
Wyoming-----------------------
Colorado----— — ------- — -
New Mexico-------- — — -— -—
Arizona— ---------- ----------
Utah--------------------------
Nevada----— ----- ------ -----

PACIFIC---------------------
Washington------------— ----
Oregon--------------— — — ---
California— — ---------------

Alaska--------- — ---- ----- —
Hawaii-— — — ----— ----------
Puerto Rico----------- ------

xData exclude report for Montana.
2 Includes cases not specified by type, category number 080.3. 
3Includes delayed cases with onset late in 1954.
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE ALASKA 
HAWAH, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED APRIL 2, 1955 AND MARCH 31, 1956—Continued

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

MENINGOCOCCAL
INFECTIONS

057

MENIN
GITIS,
OTHER

340

PSITTACOSIS

096.2

TYPHOID FEVER 040 TTPHUS
FEVER,
ENDEMIC

101

RABIES IN 
ANIMALS

13th week
Cumulative 

first 13 weeks

1956 1955 1956 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1956 1955

67 78 29 11. 3 21 17 313 307 2 105 150

8 2 3 1 13 4
- - - - - 1 - 6 1 - - -
- - - - - - - - - - -
1 2 - - - - - - - - - -

4 - 3 - - - - 2 3 - - -
2 - - - - - - 1 - - - -
1 - - - - - - 4 - - - -

10 15 _ 2 _ - 1 43 43 - 7 16
8 10 - 1 - - - 15 V 8 - 4 8
2 1 _ _ - - - 3 3 - _ _

- 4 - 1 - - 1 25 32 - 3 8

11 14 11 3 1 3 2 40 35 - 14 12
6 3 _ _ - - 1 10 21 - 6 2
_ 2 2 _ - 1 - 5 - - 6 2
1 4 7 3 f - 1 5 8 - - 3
3 2 2 - - 1 - 8 5 - - 2
-I 3 - - 1 1 - 12 1 - 2 3

5 4 _ 1 _ 1 - 49 18 - 11 27
1 2 - 1 - 1 - 24 1 - 1 2
- - - - - - - 7 6 - 2 13
2 1 - - - - - 8 6 - 7 11
- 1 - - - - 4 - - - -
_ - - - - - - 2 2 - - _

1 - - - - - - 4 2 - 1 1
1 - - - - - - - 1 - - -

6 12 6 - 1 5 3 49 50 - 17 31
. - - - - - - 1 - - - _

_ _ 1 - - - - 2 1 - _ _

1 _ 2 - - 2 - 4 1 - - _

- 1 1 - - - - 2 15 - 9 14
_ 2 1 . - - 1 6 4 - 3 4
2 6 _ _ - - - 10 4 - 1 4
_ 1 _ . - - 1 7 6 - 2 7
_ 1 1 - 1 2 1 8 10 - 2 2
3 1 - - - 1 - 9 9 - - -

8 10 5 1 _ 2 4 34 38 • - 13 17
5 1 1 _ - - 3 6 25 - 4 6
_ 3 3 1 - 1 - 19 6 - - 3
1 5 _ _ - 1 - 2 6 - 8 5
2 1 1 - - - 1 7 1 - 1 3

6 7 _ _ _ 7 2 50 66 2 27 38
2 _ _ _ _ 2 - 10 13 - 4 6
_ 2 _ _ - - 1 7 18 - 8 _

_ 1 _ _ - - 7 7 - - -

4 4 .« - - 5 1 26 28 2 15 32

2 2 1 1 - 1 - 9 26 - 2 -
___ (-) --- ___ (-) --- (-) --- (-) --- --- (-

- - - - - - 2 - - -
_ _ _ _ - - - - 2 - - -

2 1 _ 1 _ - - 3 1 • - - .
_ _ _ _ - - 4 13 - 2 _

- 1 1 - - - - - 1 7 - - -
_ _ - _ - - - - 1 - - -
- - - - - 1 - 1 - - - -

11 12 3 3 1 ' 1 5 26 27 - 14 9
1 2 1 2 1 - - - - - - _
_ 2 2 _ _ - 1 3 3 - _ _

10 8 _ 1 - .1 4 23 24 - 14 9
f "

- - - - - - 2 - - -
_ . _ _ - - - - - _ _ _

- - - - - - 1 13 21 - - -

CONT. UNITED STATES1-

NEW ENGLAND-----
Maine-------------
New Hampshire-----
Vermont----- -----
Massachusetts--— - 
Rhode Island------
Connecticut-------

m i d d l e  ATLANTIC-
Nev York..........
New Jersey--------

Pennsylvania-----

e a s t  n o r t h  c e n t r a l -
Ohio------------------

Indiana___________ - _________

Illinois-------------
Michigan------ -----
Wisconsin-------------

WEST NORTH CENTRAL—
Minnesota--- ----_____
Iova-------------------
Missouri______________
North Dakota-----------
South Dakota------ -—
Nebraska--------------
Kansas_____ __________

s o u t h a t l a n t i c -----
De lavare____— ....... .
Hyland---------
District of Columbia-
Virginia.........
West Virginia........
North Carolina.......
South Carolina.......
forgia.........
Florida.........

e a s t  s o u t h  c e n t r a l -
Jjentucky...............
Tennessee-------------
Alabama-__ —

Mi»BiBsippl.
WEST SOOTH CENTRAL—  
r̂ Kansas—  — ___ ___

“ ’Wsiana.........................
Oklahoma-—------_—
Texas----

MOUNTAIN-------------
H°ntana_______________
I d a h o - __
Wyoming___ : : : : : : :
£°lorado--------------
"ew Mexico.............
^ U o n a __________
titah_______
"evada____ I I I I I I I I I I I
PACirio....... .

:iahington............

°®lifornia—  

Alaska----
“'» 'a ll--------
" “»to Rico-

Data excise report for Montana.
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The chart shows the num ber of deaths reported  for 108 
m ajor c ities  of the United S tates by week for the cu rren t year, 
and, for com parison, the m edian of the number of deaths r e 
ported for the corresponding weeks of the 3 previous calendar 
y ears . (The median is  the cen tra l one of the th ree  values a r 
ranged in o rd er of magnitude.) If a  rep o rt is  not received from  
a  city  in tim e to be included in the total for the cu rren t week, 
an estim ate  is  made to m aintain com parability  for graphic 
presentation .

The figu res reported  rep re sen t the num ber of death c e r t i 
fica te s  received in the vital s ta tis tic s  offices during the week 
indicated for deaths occurring  in that city. F ig u res compiled 
in th is  way, by week of rece ip t, usually approxim ate closely 
the num ber of deaths occurring  during the week. However, 
d ifferences a re  to be expected because of varia tions in the

in te rval between death and rece ip t of the certifica te .
While week-to-week changes in the total num ber of deaths 

reported  for a ll m ajor c itie s  generally  rep re sen t a  change in 
m ortality  conditions, th is may not be tru e  for varia tions in 
weekly figures for each city. F o r example, in a  city  with a 
weekly average of 50 deaths, the num ber of deaths occurring  
in a  week may be expected to vary by chance alone from  36 to 
64 (d ± 2Vd, where d re p re se n ts  the average num ber of deaths 
p e r week).

The num ber of deaths in c itie s  of the sam e size  may also  
differ because of varia tions in the age, race , and sex com 
position of th e ir populations, and because som e c itie s  a re  hos
pital cen ters serv ing  the surrounding a rea s . Changes from  
year to year in the num ber of deaths may be due in p a rt to pop
ulation in c re a se s  o r d ec reases . v

Table 3. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate. Exclusive of fetal deaths)

AREA

13 th 
week 

ended 
Mar.
31,

1956

12th
week

ended
Mar.
24,

1956

13th
week

median
1953-55

Percent
change,
median

to
current
week

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FIRST 13 WEEKS

1956 1955
Percent
change

TOTAL: 104 REPORTING CITIES---------------------------

New England..........................................(14 cities)
Middle Atlantic------ ----- ------------------------- (17 cities)

West North Central— ------------------------------- (9 cities)
South Atlantic--------------------------------------- (8 cities)
East South Central----------------------------------- (8 cities)
West South Central---------------------------------- (13 cities)

Pacific-------------------------------------------— (11 cities)

9,844 10,041 9,399 +4.7 129,736 126,911 +2.2

701 
3,239 
1,978 

719 
814 

1 449 
805 
232 
907

756
3,273
1,998

747
804
496
877
260
830

689
2,926
1,917

713
704
477
785
211
837

+1.7
+10.7
+3.2
+0.8

+15.6
-5.9
+2.5

+10.0
•*6.4

9,357
41,131
26,556
10,123
10,405
6,502

11,284
3,256

11,122

9,764 
41*, 160 
25,369 
9,677 
9,672 
6,350 

10,739 
3,234 

10,946

-4.2
-0.1
+4.7
+4.6
+7.6
+2.4
45.1
+0.7
+1.6
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Table 4. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES FOR WEEK ENDED MARCH 31, 1956
(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate. Exclusive of fetal deaths)

13th
week

ended
Mar.

31,
1956

12th
week
ended
Mar.
24,

1956

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FIRST 13 WEEKS

1956 1955

230 270 3,245 3,376
36 41 467 513
34 33 424 387
32 23 371 406
53 48 623, 668
17 34 322 318
20 19 267 323
20 35 321 329
37 57 669 629
75 73 839 904
22 15 211 227
48 44 579 589
24 25 343 354
53 39 676 741

56 58 685 620
(37) (45) (494) (473)
132 156 1,916 1,813
38 47 516 516
49 27 396 388
36 35 467 472
91 92 1,011 993

100 93 1,309 1,447
1,677 1,680 21,174 21,704

36 36 487 529
532 535 6,654 6,537
195 178 2,597 2,418
(22) (29) (287) (310)
100 111 1,321 1,276
24 25 313 300
(37) (31) (446) (460)
54 58 814 727
52 55 618 635
30 40 421 395
37 47 432 390

42 60 691 726
30 29 358 354

753 779 10,172 9,607
187 130 2,176 2,055
210 223 2,758 2,692
116 114 1,487 1,436
73 67 899 865
-- (337) -- (4,346)
28 32 473 416
26 40 498 467
40 24 488 427
(27) (20) 1(373) (364)
47 54 568 535

103 123 1,579 1,505
130 123 1,669 1,576
25 21 365 378
22 23 326 324
98 *90 1,314 1,309
48 66 735 697

49 46 694 636
26 29 318 342
25 25 395 480
88 105 1,416 1,480

106 123 1,640 1,563
60 67 871 853

CITY

13th
week

ended
Mar.

31,
1956

12th
week
ended
Mar.
24,

1956

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FIRST 13 WEEKS

1956 1955

261 254 3,385 2,935
57 62 869 883
47 36 535 505

121 127 1,530 1,365
230 225 3,189 3,064
29 23 431 436
(58) (42) (728) (635)-- (44) -- (698)
51 28 469 467
87 68 951 894
(24) (34) (367) (397)
68 58 817 784

187 235 2,537 2,165
41 40 471 497

72 87 1,060 1,079
36 48 557 603
21 40 512 473

101 101 1,459 1,474
98 91 1,360 1,300
37 3o 445 •373
27 31 373 371
57 60 736 677

37 35 421 353
16 16 289 292
12 20 253 237

111 106 1,377 1,272
17 17 367 363
65 70 785 721
80 143 1,694 1,718
50 42 638 548

142 169 2,232 2,096
65 78 848 770
93 96 1,166 1,175
51 47 605 567
66 38 609 627

16 28 301 355
7 16 185 177

106 120 1,462 1,507
16 9 163 135
24 26 366 333
13 10 168 181
50 51 611 546

(6) - (64)

16 15 261 226
46 38 706 679
-- (496) -- (6,439)
115 105 1,261 1,224
41 42 505 460
95 75 1,306 1,239
61 45 665 643
95 74 988 1,057

207 217 2,689 2,601
129 127 1,652 1,748
51 57 605 568
51 35 484 501

(24) (44) (452) (471)

NEW ENGLAND

Boston, Mass.----------
Bridgeport, Conn.------
Cambridge, Mass.----
Pall River, Mass.------
Hartford, Conn. -------
Cowell, Mass.----------
I*ynn, Mass.-------------
New Bedford, Mass.-----
New Haven, Conn.-------
Providence, R. I.------
Somerville, Mass.------
Springfield, Mass.-----
Waterbury, Conn.-------
Worcester, Maes.-------

MIDDLE ATLANTIC

Albany, N. T.-----------
Allentown, Pa.----------
Buffalo, N. I.----------
Camden, N. J.-----------
Elizabeth, N. J ________
Erie, Pa................
Jersey City, N. J.-----
Newark, N. J.-----------
New York City, N. Y.---
Paterson, N. J.---------
Philadelphia, Pa.------
Pittsburgh, Pa.---------
Reading, Pa.------------
Rochester, N. Y ________
Schenectady, N. T.----
Scranton, Pa.-----------
Syracuse, N. T.--------
Trenton, N. J.----------
Otica, N. I.------------
Yonkers, N. Y ___________

EAST NORTH CENTRAL

Akron, Ohio-------------
Canton, Ohio------------
Chicago, 111.----------
Cincinnati, Ohio-------
Cleveland, Ohio---------
Columbus, Ohio----------
Dayton, Ohio------------
Detroit, Mich___________
Evansville, Ind________
Pllnt, Mich_____________
Port Wayne, Ind.-----— ■
Cary, ind.--------------

Grand Rapids, Mich.----
Indianapolis, Ind.-----
Milwaukee, _____________
Peoria, m _____________
South Bend, Ind_________
Toledo, Ohio------------
Youngstown, Ohio--------

WEST NORTH CENTRAL

Deo Moines, Iowa--------
Duluth, Minn.-----------
Kansas City, Kans.-----
Kansas City, M o .........
Minneapolis, Minn______
““aha, Nebr.------------

WEST NORTH CENTRAL— Con.

St. Louis, Mo.-------------
St. Paul, Minn.--------- --
Wichita, Kans.-------------

SOUTH ATLANTIC

Atlanta, Ga.---------------
Baltimore, Md.-------------
Charlotte, N. C.----------
Jacksonville, Fla,--------
Miami, Fla.---------- -----
Norfolk, Va.---------------
Richmond, Va.--------------
Savannah, Ga.--------------
Tampa, Fla.----------------
Washington, D. C.---------
Wilmington, Del.----------

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL

Birmingham, Ala.----------
Chattanooga, Tenn.--------
Knoxville, Tenn.------ ----
Louisville, Ky.------------
Memphis, Tenn.-------------
Mobile, Ala.---------------
Montgomery, Ala.— --------
Nashville, Tenn.----------

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL

Austin, Tex.---------------
Baton Rouge, La.----------
Corpus Christi, Tex.------
Dallas, Tex.-------- ------
El Paso, Tex.--------------
Fort Worth, Tex.------ ----
Houston, Tex.--------------
Little Rock, Ark.---------
New Orleans, La.----------
Oklahoma City, Okla.------
San Antonio, Tex.------ -—
Shreveport, La.------------
Tulsa, Okla.---------------

MOUNTAIN

Albuquerque, N. Mex.------
Colorado Springs, Colo.---
Denver, Colo.---■;----------
Ogden, Utah----------------
Phoenix, Ariz.-------------
Pueblo, Colo.--------------
Salt Lake City, Utah------
Tucson, Ariz.--------------

PACIFIC

Berkeley, Calif.----------
Long Beach, Calif.--------
Los Angeles, Calif.-------
Oakland, Calif.------------
Pasadena, Calif.----------
Portland, Oreg.-----------
Sacramento, Calif.--------
San Diego, Calif.-------- -
San Francisco, Calif.— ---
Seattle, Wash.-------------
Spokane, Wash.— -----------
Tacoma, Wash.-— — -----— —

Honolulu, Hawaii----------

1Amended report: 26 deaths for week ended March 17.

Symbols. —  parentheses [j jj : data not included in table 3; 3 dashes — -jj : data not available.
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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORTS—Continued

hundred c ases have o ccurred  with an incubation period of 6 to 
14 days. Onset was sudden with low fever, sm all bright red 
m aculo-papules which enlarged and coalesced. Although the 
eruption  was som etim es confined to the face, it usually sp read  to 
the ex trem itie s, especially  the outside portions of the a rm s. 
Itching and a  fine desquam ation followed in som e instances.

Dr. Jam es O. Bond, F lo rid a  State Board of Health, has 
given inform ation about an outbreak of ery them a infectiosum  
among school children. However, of the 50 c ases reported  for 
the 6-week period ended M arch 2$, 6 have been in adults. Ali 
c ases  p resen ted  the typical pa tte rn — bright red  cheeks giving the 
appearance of having been slapped o r chapped, followed in 24 to 
48 hours by a delicate ery them atous m ottling of the skin on the 
vo lar su rfaces of the fo rearm , on the ex tensor su rfaces  of the 
upper a rm  and thighs, and, le s s  frequently, on the chest and 
abdomen. T here  was occasional low fev er and itching of the 
skin.

G astro -en te ritis
Dr. Jam es O. Bond, F lo rid a  State Board of Health, has r e 

ported  an outbreak of g a s tro -e n te r itis  among, pe rso n s eating 
banana c ream  pie and chocolate e c la irs  in a  country club. 
None of the p a s tr ie s  were available fo r bacterio logical exam i
nation. However, th ere  i s  no question 'that the custard  used in 
both p a s tr ie s  was contam inated.
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