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BASIC COUNTRY DATA 

Total Population: 2,736,732
Population 0-14 years: 27%
Rural population: 2%	
Population living under USD 1.25 a day: no data
Population living under the national poverty line: no data
Income status: High Income economy
Ranking: High human development (ranking 63)
Per capita total expenditure on health at average exchange rate (US dollar): 1,416
Life expectancy at birth (years): 74
Healthy life expectancy at birth (years): 67


BACKGROUND

More than one million immigrants work in Kuwait and the majority come from VL endemic countries such as India, Bangladesh and Nepal; and CL endemic countries such as Syrian Arab Republic, Iran (Islamic Republic of) and Afghanistan. VL and CL are reported in Kuwait, but mainly as an imported disease. VL is not endemic in Kuwait and imported cases occur sporadically in migrant workers [1]. As the vector is present, there is a theoretical risk of VL spreading within Kuwait [2]. CL may be endemic, although no infected reservoir was found in an extensive study [3]. There were no proven autochtonous cases until 1983 [3], but in 1991, CL was claimed to be endemic [4]. Hundreds of cases have been admitted and treated in hospitals in Kuwait [5], but most are thought to be imported. CL is also occasionally reported in returning military personnel. Two returning US soldiers were thought to have contracted CL in Kuwait, near the Iraqi border [6]. 


PARASITOLOGICAL INFORMATION
	Leishmania species
	
Clinical form
	
Vector species
	
Reservoirs

	L major
	ZCL
	Unknown
	Unknown





NO FURTHER INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE
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