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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORTS

Influenza

The following re p o rts  have been rece iv ed  by the W HO In
fluenza Inform ation C enter, N ational In stitu tes of Health.

Dr. E. H. Lennette, C alifo rn ia  State D epartm ent of Public 
Health, re p o rts  the se ro lo g ical d iagnosis of one case  of influ
enza A o ccu rrin g  in Sonoma County, C alifornia. The onset of 
the illn ess  was D ecem ber 18. No o ther se ro lo g ical diagnoses 
have been made thus fa r  in the c iv ilian  population in C alifo rn ia.

The Preven tive  M edicine D ivision, OSG, U. S. A ir Fo rce , 
has rep o rted  a  m ild epidem ic of influenza A among school ch il
dren of an A ir F o rce  Base in the United Kingdom. The out
break began on D ecem ber 8, 1955, las ted  approxim ately  10 
days, and w as lim ited  to the age group 13 through 18. C lin i
cally, the d isease  was m ild with fev er lasting  not longer than 
”2 hours. Specific d iagnosis w as made by com plem ent fixa
tion te s ts  on 15 p a irs  of s e ra , a ll of which showed a r is e  in 
tite r of influenza A antibody. No new c a se s  have occu rred  
since D ecem ber 19 a t th is in sta lla tion .

The M inistry  of Health of the United Kingdom re p o rts  a 
localized outbreak of influenza A in South E ast Suffolk, which 
has subsided. Sporadic c a se s  of influenza A continue to be r e 
ported from  o ther p a r ts  of the United Kingdom.

Dr. C. H. Andrew es, W orld Influenza C en te r, re p o rts  that 
while there  a re  no signs a t a ll of a w idespread  epidem ic in 
t n gland, th ere  is  som e sero log ic  evidence of the occu rren ce  
of influenza A recen tly . Only one s tra in  of influenza A has 
been iso lated . T his re sem b le s  the Scandinavian s tra in s  of 
1950 and 1951. T here  a re  a lso  re p o rts  of a little  c lin ica l in- 
luenza in Portugal and Holland.

R ab ies  in  m an
D r. Henry A. Holle, Texas D epartm en t of Health, re p o rts  

a fatal case  of ra b ie s  in an entom ologist who had been actively 
engaged in re s e a rc h  on bat ra b ie s  in T exas. The mode of 
tran sm iss io n  is  unknown. No h is to ry  of an anim al b ite  was ob
tained. A postu lated  p o rta l of en try  was an atopic d e rm a titis  
on the p o s te rio r a spect of the neck which w as p re sen t for about 
2 months p reced ing  the illn e ss , and had only recen tly  healed. 
Accidental inoculation may have o ccu rred  while handling in 
fected bats. R abies w as suspec ted  from  the h is to ry  and typi
cal c lin ical co u rse . P o s t-m o rtem  exam ination of the b ra in  
tissue fa iled  to rev ea l N eg ri bodies. The d iagnosis of rab ie s  
was confirm ed by anim al inoculation with N eg ri bodies dem 
onstra ted  in the b ra in  tis su e  of a ll the in jected  m ice.

Babies  in an im als
D uring Jan u ary , 32 c a s e s  of ra b ie s  in an im als w ere  r e 

ported in 6 counties in C alifo rn ia. M ost of these  (27) w ere in 
. contiguous sou thern  counties. Of the to tal, 26 c a se s  w ere in 

°? s , a ll from  the 3 sou thern  counties. The rem ain ing  c ases  
Were in skunks, only 1 being in the sou thern  grouD of counties.

-£s itta c o s ig
The W ashington S tate D epartm ent of Health rep o rte d  a 

ase of p sitta c o s is  for the la s t  week of January. T his case  was 
a 29-year-old  teach e r, who is  a lso  a  fa rm e r. The patient

becam e ill  and developed sym ptom s of pneumonia 4 days la te r . 
A com plem ent fixation te s t, perform ed  at the Rocky Mountain 
L aboratory  in Ham ilton, Montana, on the p a tien t’s s e ra  was 
positive for p s itta c o s is  in a t i te r  of 1:128. The source  of in
fection  was not definitely determ ined . However, an e ffo rt is  
being made to obtain blood sam ples from  tu rkeys and chickens 
on the fa rm  for lab o ra to ry  exam ination.

Diph theria
Dr. R. L. W enzel, Columbus D epartm ent of Health in Ohio, 

has given inform ation on a recen t outbreak of d iph theria  in an 
institu tion . The outbreak began during the las t week of Novem
ber 1955, with the death of a 6-y e a r-o ld  boy, followed in 2 days 
by the death of his 4 -y ear-o ld  s is te r .  The la s t death occu rred  
Jan u ary  11 in a 5 -y ear-o ld  boy whose onset of illn e ss  was e a r 
ly in D ecem ber, and at p re sen t is  believed to have died of diph
th e ritic  m yocard itis . T here  w ere 6 c la ss ic a l c a se s  with 4 
deaths, 3 le s s  sev e re  c ases , and 13 p e rso n s who w ere asym p
tom atic healthy c a r r ie r s .  One case , not included, developed in 
a child d ischarged  to another a rea .

The f i r s t  2 ch ild ren  who died had been tem p o rary  r e s i 
dents of the institu tion  1 week p r io r  to onset of the d isease . 
All but one of the o ther c a se s  have been contacts of ch ild ren  
who had been in the institu tion . A nproxim ately 55 ch ild ren  had 
been d ischarged  in the 1-week in te rv a l between the tim e of 
d ischarge of the f i r s t  2 c ases  and the tim e the f i r s t  was r e 
p orted  a s  having died from  the illn e ss . M ost of these  ch ild ren  
w ere d ischarged  to re s id en ces  within the city, but som e went 
to hom es outside the city lim its  in the county, o th ers  to  d if
fe ren t c itie s  in the State, and 1 to another State. H ealth com 
m iss io n e rs  in these  a re a s  w ere notified.

All o rg an ism s tes ted  w ere ex trem ely  v iru len t and of the 
“ g ra v is”  s tra in . None of the ch ild ren  who died had any p re 
vious im m unization against d iph theria . The m ilder c a se s  had 
a  p rim ary  s e r ie s  of im m unizations 6 to 10' y e a rs  before , but 
no stim ulating  doses.

T hroat cu ltu res  have alw ays been taken on ch ild ren  adm it
ted to the institu tion , but none p r io r  to the outbreak had been 
positive for d iphtheria. T h is w as not considered  significant. 
A 1 0 -y ear-o ld  child detected in the institu tion  a s  a healthy c a r 
r i e r  a fte r the outbreak, has s t i ll  re ta in ed  d iph theria  o rg an ism s 
in h is th roat fo r 2 m onths. He has been given a s e r ie s  of pen
ic illin  in jections twice and one co u rse  of chlorom ycetin . Sen
s itiv ity  te s ts  indicated that the o rgan ism  w as sen sitiv e  to both 
of these  d rugs. T onsillectom y is  now being considered . None 
of the personnel working in the institu tion  w ere found to be 
carry in g  the o rgan ism , and the so u rce  of the ou tbreak  w as not 
found.

Infectious hepatitis
The C alifornia D epartm ent of Public Health has rep o rted  

an outbreak of infectious h ep atitis  in a  housing a re a . Nine c ases  
have o ccurred  in 4 households and 1 suspect case  in a fifth  house
hold. The f i r s t  case  o ccu rred  in the fa ll of 1955. The patient 
was in contact with a 6-y e a r-o ld  boy who was ill about that tim e, 
but h is fam ily has moved and no o ther inform ation  about him  is 
available. With the exception of 1, a ll the c a se s  w ere in fam i
l ie s  who w ere e ith e r neighbors o r frien d s . The sp read  was p rob
ably person  to person .
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Chem ical food poisoning
D r. Jam es Scatterday, F lo rid a  State Board of Health, has 

rep o rted  2 c a se s  of n itr ite  poisoning in ch ild ren  from  the inges
tion  of raw  w ieners. The c a se s  w ere in sib lings, ages 3 y ea rs  
and 15 m onths, and death o ccurred  in the 3 -y ear-o ld  child. Dr. 
John M. Sims, local physician who made the diagnosis, reported  
that the sym ptom s w ere sudden onset and consisted  chiefly of 
cyanosis and shock from  anoxia within 30 m inutes t o i  hour a fte r 
ingestion. A nalysis of p o st-m ortem  blood from  the one child r e 
vealed a m ethemoglobin concentration of 30 percen t. Raw wien
e r s  found in g a s tr ic  a sp ira te  and vom itus of both children , on 
chem ical analysis, showed concentra tions of n itr ite  3 to  5 tim es 
g re a te r  than the maximum allowable concentration of 200ppm. 
The w ieners w ere p rep ared  in a  local packinghouse and a  review  
of th e ir  p rocedure  showed considerable laxity in m easuring  the 
n itr ite  and n itra te  sa lts  added to  the m eat a s  a  p reserv a tiv e . 
N ecessary  step s w ere taken to  withdraw th e ir  p roducts from  
the m arket pending estab lishm ent of p ro p e r plant contro ls.

Typhoid fev er
D r. D. S. Flem ing, M innesota D epartm ent of Health, has 

given p re lim in ary  inform ation on the 1 c a se s  of typhoid fever

re p o rte d  la s t week. In addition, th e re  w ere 4 suspect c ases. 
The d iagnoses w ere confirm ed by iso lation  of S. typhosa from  
specim ens (blood o r stool) obtained from  the patients. In the 
suspect c ases, c lin ical sym ptom s w ere com patible with typhoid, 
and high Widal reac tio n s w ere suggestive of typhoid. P re lim i
nary  inform ation has not revealed  any common source  and cases 
seem  to be unrela ted  epidem iologically. The d istribu tion  of the 
cases, includingthe suspect, w ere a s  follows: two in  g ir ls  under 
10 y e a rs  of age, 5 in the 10 to  19 y e a r age group, and 4 in p e r
sons aged 30 and over.

Salm onellosis
D r. R. H. Hutcheson, T ennessee  D epartm ent of Health, has 

rep o rted  an outbreak of sa lm onellosis in a  hospital n u rse ry . Of 
10 infants in the nu rse ry , 3 developed d ia rrh e a  in a  period  of 3 
days. Im m ediate iso lation  was estab lished  fo r the contro l of 
the d isease . Stool specim ens collected  from  the patien ts 
yielded Salm onella newington. Stool specim ens w ere obtained 
from  the n u rse s  and nu rse  a ides, and a nu rse  aide was found to 
be a c a r r ie r  of the organism . She gave no h is to ry  of recen t 
g a s tro -en te r itis . H er du ties included the p repara tion  of the fo r-

Continued on page 8

Table 1. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES
(Numbers after diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

5TH WEEK CUMULATIVE NUMBER

Ended
Feb.
4,
1956

Ended
Feb.
5,
1955

First 5 weeks Since seasonal low week
Approxi- 
mate 

seasonal 
low 
point

Median
1951-55 1956 1955 Median

1951-55 1955-56 1954-55
Median
1950-51

to
1954-55

Anthrax-------------------- .... 062 1 1 5 3 3 i1) i1) C1) t1)
Botulism-------------------
Brucellosis (undulant fever)-

-— 049.1 
.... 044 17 24 _f 78

4
102 ::: ( M i1) i1) ( )

Diphtheria----------------- ----055 41 45 54 221 239 244 1,551 1,456 1,915 July 1
Encephalitis, infectious----
Hepatitis, infectious,

---- 082 20 24 16 103 103 76 1,054 1,455 796 June 1

and serum----------- 092 ,N998.5 pt. 598 936 -- 2,524 4,510 -- -- -- -- --
Malaria-------------------- -110-117 5 3 -- 16 17 -- n (X) i 1 ) t 1 )
Measles-------------------- ----085 10,511 16,482 13,529 37,449 65,164 47,269 66,547 120,914 83,361 Sept. 1
Meningococcal infections---- ---- 057 73 96 120 370 502 565 1,293 1,594 1,734 Sept. 1
Meningitis, other---------- ----340 26 -- -- 127 -- -- -- -- -- --
Poliomyelitis-------------- ....080 86 72 113 z522 557 707 228,729

(*)
37,744
(h

35,222
( * )

Apr. 1
Psittacosis---------------- — 096.2 11 4 - 25 35 - n
Rabies in man— ------------ _ _ _ 3 _ _ n i 1 ) t 1 )
Smallpox------------------- .... 084 - - - - - - n n t 1 ) t 1 )
Typhoid fever-------------- ----040 32 26 26 130 118 150 1,549 

( )
1,995
( * )

2,136
(*)

Apr. 1
Typhus fever, endemic------- ---- 101 1 1 - 3 4 - i1)

Babies in animals---------- 100 104 156 507 597 781 1,532 1,950 2,325 Oct. 1

^■Frequencies are too small.
^Deduction: Washington, Week ended January 14, 1 case.

S O U R C E  AND N A T U R E  O F  M O R B I D I T Y  D A T A

T hese p rovisional data a re  based on re p o rts  to the Public 
Health Service from  health departm ents of each S tate and of 
A laska, Hawaii, and Puerto  Rico. They give the to ta l num ber 
of c a se s  of c e rta in  comm unicable d iseases rep o rted  during the 
week usually  ended the preceding Saturday. C ases of anthrax, 
botu lism , ra b ie s  in m an, and sm allpox a re  not shown in table 2,

Symbols.— 1 dash - : no cases reported; 3 dashes

but a footnote to table 1 shows the S tates m aking the rep o rts . 
In addition, when d iseases of r a re  occurrence  (cholera, dengue, 
plague, re lap sin g  fev er—louse borne, typhus fev er—epidem ic, 
and yellow fever) a re  reported , they will be noted a t the end 
of table 1.

data not available.
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA 
HAWAH, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED FEBRUARY 5, 1955 AND FEBRUARY 4, 1956

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

CONT. UNITED STATES-

HEW ENGLAND---------
Maine------------------
New Hampshire---- —____
Vermont---------- -----
Massachusetts---- -----
Rhode Island— --------_
Connecticut-— — — — __
MIDDLE ATLANTIC------

New York--------------
New Jersey----- — ----
Pennsylvania------- ----
EAST NORTH CENTRAL---

Ohio-------------------
Indiana— ______ _______
Illinois---------------
Michigan— -— -- ---— —
Wisconsin__ ____________
WEST NORTH CENTRAL---

Minnesota----— -------
Iowa------------------
Missouri---------------
North Dakota----------
South Dakota----------
Nebraska-- -------------
Kansas-— -- -— --------
SOUTH ATLANTIC.......

Delaware---------------
Maryland--------------
District of Columbia---
Virginia--------------
West Virginia---------
North Carolina--------
South Carolina--------
Georgia----------------
Florida----— ----------
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL---

Kentucky---------- ----
Tenne ssee-------------
Alabama---------------
Mississippi---------—
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL---

Arkansas---- ----------
Louisiana--------------
Oklahoma----- ---------
Texas-----------------
MOUNTAIN------------

Montana-----— ----------
Idaho— ---------— ---
Wyoming----------------
Colorado---------------
New Mexico.... ........
Arizona— --- — --— —
Utah--------------------
Nevada--- --------------
PACIFIC.............

Washington-------------
Oregon------------------
California-------------
Alaska------------------
Hawaii------------------
Puerto Rico------------

BRUCELLOSIS 
(UNDULANT 
FEVER )

044

DIPHTHERIA 055 ENCEPHALITIS,
INFECTIOUS

082

HEPATITIS, INFECTIOUS, 
SERUM 092,N998.5 pt

AND

5th week Cumulative 
first 5 weeks 5th week Cumulative 

first 5 weeks
1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955

17 24 41 45 221 239 20j 24 . . 59A . . 936 2,521 . 4,510

2 _ . 3 1 47 85 179 4311 - - - - - - - 9 1 53 26
- - - - - - - - 1 6 1 25- - - - - 1 - - 7 6 21 381 - - - - 2 - 1 14 35 41 185

- - - - - - - 10 16 24 79
“ " - - - - - - 6 21 39 78
- 2 - 1 3 8 4 3 114 201 494 1,068
- 2 - 1 2 5 4 3 72 102 278 561
- - - - - - - - 5 9 35 70
- “ - - 1 3 - - 37 90 181 437
3 10 11 13 38 36 3 2 103 143 360 716
- - 1 6 4 8 - - 32 26 86 111
1 - - 5 3 16 1 - 14 33 46 120
1 7 - - - 2 - - 28 25 114 153
1 1 10 2 31 9 2 2 20 44 77 236
- 2 - - - 1 - - 9 15 37 96

10 2 6 3 24 39 1 2 64 131 238 614
- 1 3 - 10 17 - - 9 32 70 2309 1 3 1 8 4 - - 19 42 67 194
- - - Ì - 3 1 1 2 5 11 38
- - - - - - - - 16 15 23 47
- - - 1 - 6 - - 13 20 38 59
1 - - - 6 9 - - 2 7 12 15
- - - - - - - 1 3 10 17 31
1 2 7 9 47 76 2 7 33 92 159 447
- - - - - - - - - - - 5
- - - - - 1 - - 4 17 14 62
- 1 - - - - - . - 1 3 4 11
- 1 2 - 3 1 1 - 13 44 76 192
- - - - 1 1 1 - - 5 5 55
- - 1 1 10 12 - 7 2 6 22 45- - - - 4 11 - - - 1 7 6
1 - - 6 11 41 - - 4 11 17 39
- - 4 2 18 9 - - 9 5 14 32
- 2 9 9 39 27 1 3 47 37 177 241
- 2 - 1 4 6 - - 12 7 46 41
- - 3 - 6 2 1 1 28 14 96 115- - 5 8 23 16 - - 2 9 12 43
- - 1 - 6 3 - 2 5 7 23 42
- 2 7 9 58 41 1 1 32 68 145 206
- 1 1 - 6 4 - - 5 3 14 34
- 1 - 2 8 6 - - 1 2 5 9
- - 4 - 11 3 - - 3 12 11 27
- - 2 7 33 28 1 1 23 51 115 136
- - - - - - - - 73 62 312 355
- - - - - - - - 15 4 77 21
- - - - - - - - 20 6 36 25
- - - - - - - - 1 2 20 13
- - - - - - - - 17 15 56 71
- - - - - - - - 5 16 20 96
- - - - - - - - 13 16 94 108
- - - - - - - - 2 2 9 12
- - - - - - - - - 1 - 9
1 4 1 1 12 9 8 5 85 117 460 432
- - - 1 - 1 - - 18 16 107 86
- 2 - - - - - 1 6 43 91 124
1 2 1 - 12 8 - w 4 61 ..56 262 222
- - - - _ _ _ 3 8 90
- - - - - - - - 4 2 7 10

- - 1 6 8 - - 4 1 23 9
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA, 
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED FEBRUARY 5, 1955 AND FEBRUARY 4, 1956—Continued

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

POLIOMYELITIS 080
MALARIA

110-117

MEASLES

085

Total1 Paralytic

080.0,080.1

Nonparalytic

080.25th week emulative 
first 5 weeks

1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955

CONT. UNITED STATES----- 86 72 522 557 48 31 22 19 5 3 10.511 16.482

NEW ENGLAND--------------- 4 5 25 17 3 1 1 244 6,691
Maine---------------------- _ 1 5 1 - 1 - - - - 3 596
New Hampshire-------------- _ - 2 1 - - - - - - - 241
Vermont-------------------- _ _ 3 9 _ - - - - 101 272
Massachusetts-------------- 4 3 13 4 3 - - 1 - - 115 3,662
Rhode Island-------------- - _ _ 2 _ _ _ - - - - 3 211
Connecticut---------------- - 1 - 2 - - - - - - 22 1,709
MIDDLE ATLANTIC----------- 7 9 42 68 3 3 _ _ _ 1 1,510 3,154

New York------------------- 4 7 30 41 2 3 - - - 1 370 1,244
New Jersey----------------- 1 2 3 11 1 - - - - - 335 1,361
Pennsylvania--------------- 2 - 9 16 - - - - - - 805 549
EAST NORTH CENTRAL-------- 8 8 39 58 5 3 1 1 - - 1,986 2,074

Ohio----------------------- 1 2 8 10 - - - - - - 617 315
Indiana-------------------- 1 1 2 3 1 - - - - - 121 52
Illinois------------------- 1 3 2 10 - 2 1 1 - - 950 188
Mi chi gem------------------- 4 2 16 28 4 1 - - - - - 942
Wisconsin--------------- -— 1 - 11 7 - - - - 298 577

WEST NORTH CENTRAL-------- 3 4 22 36 1 3 1 1 - - 432 879
Minnesota------------- ---- - 2 2 5 - 2 - - - - 5 329
Iowa----------------------- 1 1 8 9 - - 1 1 - - 160 256
Missouri— ----------------- 1 1 5 6 1 1 - - - - 105 117
North Dakota--------------- - - 1 3 - - - - - - 26 117
South Dakota--------------- 1 - 4 2 - - - - - - 24 16
Nebraska------------------- - - - 4 - - - - - - 18 6
Kansas--- ----------------- - - 2 7 - - - " - 94 38
SOOTH ATLANTIC------------ 6 8 38 102 3 2 2 2 1 1 1,339 414

Delaware---------- 1-------- - - 1 1 - - - - - - 3 -
Maryland------------------- - 1 4 5 - - - 1 - - 471 13
District of Columbia-------- - - - - - - - - - - 46
Virginia------------------- - 1 - 1 - - - - - - 204 154
West Virginia-------------- - 1 - 5 - 1 - - - - 271 102
North Carolina------------- 5 3 17 22 3 1 1 1 1 1 184 9
South Carolina------------- - - 3 2 - - - - - - 24 33
Georgia-------------------- - 2 5 9 - - - - - - 95 78

1 - 8 57 - - 1 - - “ 41 16
EAST SOOTH CENTRAL-------- 6 8 21 31 3 3 3 2 - - 623 335

Kentucky----- --------- — — - 2 3 7 11 1 1 1 2 - - 275 114
Tennessee--------------- -- 1 1 1 6 1 - - - - - 290 160
Alabama.— ;------------------ _ 2 1 4 - 1 - - - - 44 43
Mississippi— ----- ------- 3 2 12 10 1 1 2 - - - 14 18
WEST SOOTH CENTRAL-------- 16 11 98 70 9 7 3 3 2 1 2,000 1,146

2 1 8 6 2 1 - - - - 227 106
Louisiana--r---- -------- — 4 2 14 10 3 2 1 - - - 11 -

Oklahoma,— — — — — — — — — 1 _ 4 10 - - - - - - 301 18
Texas--- — ------- ---- -— 9 8 72 44 4 4 2 3 2 1 1,461 1,022
MOUNTAIN----------------- 6 1 36 41 3 - 1 - - - 1, 493 688

Montana------ --- — -- ---- - - 4 7 - - - - - - 210 13
Idaho-------- ---- — — --- 1 - 4 3 - - - - - - 16 14
Wyoming-------------------- 1 - 1 3 1 - - - - - 160 2
Colorado------------------- 1 - 3 6 1 - - - - - 757 19
Rev Mexico----------------- - - - 2 - - - - - - 78 257
Arizona-------------------- 2 - 16 3 1 - 1 - - - 236 345
Utah----------------------- 1 - 2 10 - - - - - - 36 12
Nevada--------------------- - 1 6 7 - - - - - “ ” 26
PACIFIC------------------ 30 18 201 134 18 9 11 9 2 - 884 1,101

1 2 *12 18 - 2 - - - - 240 214
Oregon---- — ------- ------- 1 1 14 9 - - 1 1 - " 30 84

28 15 175 107 18 7 10 8 2 - 614 803
2 _ _ _ - - - 44 2

4 _ 23 1 2 - 2 - - “ 10 125
Puerto Rico---------------- 4 23 4 133 4 23 “ “ 37 69

1Includes cases not specified by type, category number 080.3.
2Corrected figure.
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE ALASKA 
HAW AH, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED FEBRUARY 5, 1955 AND FEBRUARY 4, 1956—Continued ’

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

MENINGOCOCCAL
INFECTIONS

057

MENIN
GITIS,
OTHER

340

PSITTACOSIS

096.2

TYPHOID FEVER 040 TYPHUS
FEVER,
ENDEMIC

101

RABIES IN 
ANIMALS

5th week Cumulative 
first 5 weeks

1956 1955 1956 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1955 1956 1956 1955

73 96 26 11 4 32 26 130 118 1 100 104

8 1 _ 2 : - 1 1 4
1

- - -

1
6

- - - -
- 1 1 3 - - -

1 1 - 2 - - - - - - - -
9 13 - - - 2 5 15 17 _ 8 11
4 8 - - - - 3 4 4 - 6 5
- 1 - - - - - 1 1 - - -
5 4 - - - 2 2 10 12 - 2 6
11 16 12 2 _ 6 4 12 19 _ 14 7
2 5 - 1 - 1 1 3 12 - 5 2
3 1 7 - - - - 1 - - 8 1
3 6 4 1 - - 3 - 5 - - -
3 2 1 - - 2 - 4 2 - - -
- 2 - - - 3 - 4 - - 1 4
5 8 - 2 2 7 1 21 6 _ 12 20
2 3 - 2 1 5 - 12 - - 5 8
- 2 - - - - 1 1 1 - 1 2
2 2 - - 1 - - 3 5 - 6 10
- 1 - - - - - 2 - - - -
- - - - - - - 1 - _ - -
1 - - - - 2 - 2 - - - -

13 13 6 3 _ 6 6 21 17 _ 24 29
- - - - - - - 1 - - 2 -
2 - 2 - - - - 1 - - - -
- - 2 - - - - - - - - _
4 1 - - - - - - 4 - 10 13
1 - - - - 2 - 3 2 - - 4
2 7 - 3 - 2 1 6 2 - 3 1
1 3 2 - - - 1 3 3 - 8 8
1 1 - - - 1 3 3 4 - 1 3
2 1 - - - 1 1 4 2 - - -
9 13 4 - - 5 4 19 9 - 13 21
2 5 2 - - 2 4 5 7 - 6 6
5 1 2 - - - - 7 1 - 3 5
2 5 - - - - - - 1 - 4 10
- 2 - - - 3 - 7 - - - -

11 16 2 - 1 5 4 24 24 1 16 13
2 1 2 - - - 1 4 7 - 3 2
2 7 - - - 2 _ 5 5 - _ _

4 2 - - - - 1 5 3 - _

3 6 - - 1 3 2 10 9 1 13 11
" - 1 1 - - - 4 15 - 2 -
- - 1 - - - _ - 1 - _ _
- - - - - - - - 1 - - -
- - - - - - - 1 - - - -
- - - - - - - 3 8 - - -
- - - - - - - - 5 - 2 -

“ _ 1 “ ” “ ~ ~ - - -

7 16 1 1 1 1 1 13 7 11 3
1 2 1 - 1 - - - - _ _ _
1 - - - - 1 - 3 1 _ _ _
5 14 - 1 - - 1 10 6 - 11 3
_ - - - _ - - 1 _

- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - 2 " 2 - - - 2
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NEW ENGLAND---------
Maine______-_________
New Hampshire— -------
Vermont---------------
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Rhode Island----------
Connecticut-----------
MIDDLE ATLANTIC-----

New York--------------
New Jersey--- ------- -
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EAST NORTH CENTRAL---

Ohio------------------
Indiana--___ --_______ _
Illinois--------------
Michigan--------------
Wisconsin-------------
WEST NORTH CENTRAL---

Minnesota-— ___ ____ _
Iova-----------------
Missouri____ -_______ _
North Dakota----------
South Dakota----------
Nebraska--------------
Kansas-___ __________ _
SOUTH ATLANTIC...... .

^lavare............. .
Maryland---------
District of Columbia—
Tirginia............. .
West Virginia.........
»orth Carolina........
South Carolina........
Borgia__ ______
Florida_______________

east south central—Kentucky--------------
Tennessee-------------
Alabama___ ____ _
Ml<»Biosippi____________

tost south central—  
Arkansas—
L°uisiana.............
Oklahoma--_____ -___ ...
^®xas-----------
MOUNTAIN.... .....

Montana____ -_________
Maho----------1__
Wyoming___ : : : : : : : : : : : :
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Ne'' Mexico.............
Arizona_________Utah_______
®evada_____
pacitic--------

’¡«hlngton— ...........Oregon----------
California____________
A1*aka---------------
Havaii__________ : : : : :
^ r t o  Rico-------
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The chart shows the num ber of deaths rep o rted  for 108 
m ajor c itie s  of the United S tates by week for the cu rren t year, 
and, fo r com parison, the m edian of the num ber of deaths r e 
ported  for the corresponding weeks of the 3 previous calendar 
y e a rs . (The median is  the cen tra l one of the th ree  values a r 
ranged in o rd e r of m agnitude.) If a  rep o rt i s  not rece ived  from  
a city  in tim e to be included in the total for the cu rren t week, 
an estim a te  is  made to m aintain com parability  for graphic 
presen ta tion .

The figures rep o rted  re p re se n t the num ber of death c e r t i 
fica te s  received  in the vital s ta tis tic s  offices during the week 
indicated for deaths occurring  in that city. F ig u res compiled 
in th is  way, by week of rece ip t, usually  approxim ate closely 
the num ber of deaths o ccurring  during the week. However, 
d ifferences a re  to be expected because of varia tions in the

in terval between death and rece ip t of the certifica te .
While w eek-to-w eek changes in the total num ber of deaths 

rep o rted  for all m ajor c itie s  generally  re p re se n t a  change in 
m orta lity  conditions, th is may not be tru e  for varia tions in 
weekly fig u res for each city. For exam ple, in a city  with a 
weekly average of 50 deaths, the num ber of deaths occurring  
in a week may be expected to vary by chance alone from  36 to 
64 (d ± 2lTd, where d re p re se n ts  the average  num ber of deaths 
per week).

The num ber of deaths in c itie s  of the sam e size  may also  
d iffer because of v aria tions in the age, race , and sex com 
position of th e ir populations, and because som e c itie s  a re  hos
pital c en te rs  serv ing  the surrounding a re a s . Changes f rom 
y ear to year in the num ber of deaths may be due in p a rt to pop
ulation in c re a ses  o r d ec reases .

Table 3. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate. Exclusive of fetal deaths)

AREA

5th
week
ended
Feb.
4,
1956

4th
week
ended
Jan.
28,
1956

5th
week
median
1953-55

Percent
change,
median
to

current
week

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FIRST 5 WEEKS

1956 1955 Percent
change

TOTAL: 101 REPORTING CITIES.....-....... -...... —

New England------------------------------------(13 cities)
Middle Atlantic................ — ...... -.... (16 cities)
East North Central--?--------------------------(18 cities)
West North Central--- ---- ------ ------ -- ----- (7 cities)
South Atlantic--------------------------------- (9 cities)
East South Central----------------------------- (7 cities)
West South Central-------------- -....... ..... (12 cities)

Pacific----- -------- ---- -........ ..... ..... (12 cities)

9,924 10,256 10,119 -1.9 51,780 50,529 +2.5

451
2,965
2,331
621
854
378
831
223

1,270

477
3,084
2,372
636
877 
468
878 
244

1,220

501
3,114
2,394
629
820
400
802
238

1,305

-10.0
-4.8
-2.6
-1.3
+4.1
-5.5
+3.6
-6.3
-2.7

2,461
15,516
12,010
3,167
4,523
2,058
4,219
1,192
6,634

2,493
15,518
11,540
2,834
4,002
1,986
4,010
1,262
6,884

-1.3
-0.0
+4.1
+11.8
+13.0
+3.6
+5.2
-5.5
-3.6
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Table 4. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES FOR WEEK ENDED FEBRUARY 4, 1956

(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate. Exclusive of fetal deaths)

5th
week
ended
Feb.
4,
1956

4 th 
week 
ended 
Jan. 
28, 

1956

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FIRST 5 WEEKS

1956 1955

(244) (1,281)
29 35 199 210
35 26 165 155
33 31 162 149
47 54 263 292
22 24 123 127
27 30 102 139
28 19 120 122
46 53 277 247
49 69 314 331
19 17 96 81
44 39 230 235
22 24 145 144
50 56 265 261

54 53 262 224
(44) (37) (202) (190)
132 169 770 756
40 45 200 191
18 16 122 148
43 38 175 174
86 67 394 349
100 111 514 611

1,568 1,611 8,352 8,471
38 35 189 196
506 516 2,509 2,555
186 223 1,021 921
(17) (23) (104) (120)- (102) - (499)
26 28 128 114
(34) (39) (177) (175)
59 63 322 273
39 54 232 241
39 24 169 155
31 31 157 139

50 58 263 300
25 25 126 144
801 779 4,101 3,715
162 195 860 820
205 181 1,020 1,009
97 106 552 576
71 68 375 348

320 337 1,621 1,720
48 43 195 143
30 40 193 185
48 30 206 170
(17) (38) (152) (146)
35 39 191 186
106 110 560 571
121 131 681 593
32 37 154 155
26 23 122 146
94 115 517 494
60 55 273 265

46 60 264 233
21 18 127 143- - - (182)
127 109 556 527- (111) - (593)
65 74 340 340

CITY

5th
week
ended
Feb.
4,

1956

4 th 
week 
ended 
Jan. 
28, 

1956

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FIRST 5 WEEKS

1955

NEW ENGLAND

Boston, Mass.-----
Bridgeport, Conn.—  
Cambridge, Mass.—  
Fall River, Mass.—
Hartford, Conn.---
Lowell, Mass.-----
Lynn, Mass.-------
New Bedford, Mass.-
New Haven, Conn.--
Providence, R. I.—  
Somerville, Mass.—  
Springfield, Mass.- 
Waterbury, Conn.—  
Worcester, Mass.—

MIDDLE ATLANTIC
Albany, N. Y.--------
Allentown, Pa.-------
Buffalo, N. Y.-------
Camden, N. J.--------
Elizabeth, N. J.-----
Erie, pa.............
Jersey City, N. J.---
Newark, N. J.--------
New York City, N. Y.~
Paterson, N. J.------
Philadelphia, Pa.----
Pittsburgh, Pa.------
Beading, Pa.---------
Rochester, N. Y.-----
Schenectady, N. Y.---
Scranton, Pa.--------
Syracuse, N. Y.------
Trenton, N. J.-------
Utica, N. Y.---------
Yonkers, N. Y.-------

EAST NORTH CENTRAL

Akron, Ohio------------
Canton, Ohio-----------
Chicago, 111.----------
Cincinnati, Ohio-------
Cleveland, Ohio--------
Columbus, Ohio---------
^yton, Ohio-----------
Detroit, Mich.---------
Evansville,- Ind.-------
PUnt, Mich............
E°rt Wayne, Ind.-------
Gary, I nd. --------------------
Grand Rapids, Mich.----
Indianapolis, Ind.-----
Milwaukee, Wis.--------
Peoria, 111___________
South Bend, Ind.-------
Toledo, Ohio-----------
Youngstown, Ohio-------

WEST NORTH CENTRAL— Con.

WEST NORTH CENTRAL
JJea Moines, Iowa-------
Duluth, Minn.— --------
&ans.Iaa City, Kans.-
Minn«
Cffiahaeapoiia, Minn.-

St. Louis, Mo.—  
St. Paul, Minn.- 
Wichita, Kans.—

SOUTH ATLANTIC
Atlanta, Ga.------
Baltimore, Md.----
Charlotte, N. C.--
Jacksonville, Fla.-
Miami, Fla..... —
Norfolk, Va.------
Richmond, Va.-----
Savannah, Ga.-----
Tampa, Fla.--- ---
Washington, D. C.—  
Wilmington, Del.—

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Birmingham, Ala.--
Chattanooga, Tenn.-
Knoxvilie, Tenn.--
Louisville, Ky.---
Memphis, Tenn.----
Mobile, Ala.-.....
Montgomery, Ala.—  
Na shvilie, Tenn.—

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
Austin, Tex.--------
Baton Rouge, La.----
Corpus Christi, Tex.-
Dallas, Tex.--------
El Paso, Tex.-------
Fort Worth, Tex.----
Houston, Tex.-------
Little Rock, Ark.---
New Orleans, La.----
Oklahoma City, Okla.-
San Antonio, Tex.---
Shreveport, La.-----
Tulsa, Okie.-------

MOUNTAIN
Albuquerque, N. Mex.--
Colorado Springs, Colo.
Denver, Colo.---------
Ogden, Utah-----------
Phoenix, Ariz.--------
Pueblo, Colo.---------
Salt Lake City, Utah--
Tucson, Ariz.---------

PACIFIC
Berkeley, Calif.-----
Long Beach, Calif.---
Los Angeles, Calif.—
Oakland, Calif.---—
Pasadena, Calif.-----
Portland, Oreg.------
Sacramento, Calif.---
San Diego, Calif.----
San Francisco, Calif.-
Seattle, Wash.-------
Spokane, Wash.-------
Tacoma, Wash.--------

Nebr. Honolulu, Hawaii-

238
81
43

123
242
33
(53)
61
24
90
(37)
65
186
30

75
44
45

105
35
31
43

26
25
22
116

22
62

120
59
194
59
84
42

19
15
107
7
30

41
4

16
63

457
80
35
109
50
68
178
127
41
46

(30)

265
66
44

131
253
36
(48)
53
34
88
(30)
64
188
30

99
70
43

(130)
123
41
34
58

28
19
19
106
27
63
142
44
183
69
106
72
(62)

22
14
129

6
23

(21)
50

20
49
447
105
29
70 
40
71 
191 
119
40
39

(30)

1,328
339
213

619
1,286
209
(293)
327
183
408
(152)
326
989
176

414
238
229

549
194
142
292

158 I 
105 !
94 ; 
544 j 
134 Í 
294 j 
714 S 
249 
871 
321 
461 
274

104
73
575
60
2.34

222
24

93
288

2,476
471
189
532
233
368
979
619
202
184

(180)

1,035
356
200

551
1,169
161
(268)
294
168
370
(167)
319
779
191

445
225
193
(564)
538
144
159
282

144
127

88
491
163
301
673
224
807
280
490
222
(247)

141
65
638
51
134
(69)

211
22

94
270

2,578
524
172
514
267
442
972
662
203
186

(189)

Symbols.— parentheses Q( )J i data not included in table 3; 3 dasheB ^ : data not available.
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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORTS—Continued

m ulas fo r the infants, and she undoubtedly contam inated nipples, 
causing tran sm iss io n  of the infection. As a  re su lt of the exam 
ination of the n u rse s  and n u rse  aides, a  chronic typhoid c a r r ie r  
was a lso  found.

G a s tro -en te r itij
The K ern County Health D epartm ent of C alifornia has r e 

ported  an outbreak of g a s tro -e n te r it is  in a  p rivate  household. 
A fam ily of 5 all becam e ill about 3 hours a fte r  eating custard  
filled  e c la irs  fo r b reak fast. Illn ess  consisted  of vom iting, d ia r 
rhea, and abdominal c ram ps, but no fever. The e c la ir  sh e lls  
w ere  made and filled  at a  com m erc ial bakery. A fter being baked, 
the e c la irs  were allowed to  cool, and then w ere placed in a freeze  
box where they w ere held until filled with custard . They were 
then re frig e ra ted  at about 30 d eg rees and sold cold. Ten e c la irs , 
2 at random  from  each of 5 tray s ,w e re  subm itted fo r laboratory  
te s ts .  Hem olytic, coagulase positive, Staphylococcus aureus 
w as iso lated  f r om the e c la irs .

The Los Angeles City Health D epartm ent re p o rts  an out
b reak  of g a s tro -e n te r it is  among 226 pe rso n s who ate tu rkey  in 
a  school ca fe te ria . Of these, 22 becam e ill  from  2 to  15 hours 
la te r . The predom inant sym ptom s w ere nausea, vom iting, d ia r 
rhea, headache, and abdominal pain. T hree  frozen  tu rkeys a r 
rived 5 days e a r l ie r  and w ere put into the f re e z e r . L a te r  they 
w ere rem oved to thaw, and w ere cooked and boned. None of the 
tu rkey  was available fo r a labora to ry  te s t, and specim ens of 
d re ssin g  and cabbage salad  yielded no enterococci.

The C alifornia D epartm ent of Public Health re p o rts  2 sm all 
outbreaks of g a s tro -e n te r it is  in sep ara te  households. In one 
household, 4 p e rso n s becam e ill from  I5 to 4 j hours a fte r e a t
ing turkey, d ressin g , and gravy. None of th is  food was avail
able fo r lab o ra to ry  te s ts . Lack of p ro p er re fr ig e ra tio n  is  be
lieved to be responsib le  fo r  th is  outbreak. In the other, 4 people 
becam e ill from  9 to 10 hours a fte r  eating fried  chicken, chicken 
stew, and dum plings. No food was available fo r labora to ry  te s ts .
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