Supplementary Figure Legends 

Figure 1. World Health Organization classification of pneumonia (1990)

Footnote. Children with stridor, severe under-nutrition and signs of meningitis are considered separately [13, 14].

Figure 2. Flow chart for defining entry into PERCH with either severe or very severe pneumonia

Footnote. All children recruited to PERCH are admitted to hospital at least during the assessment stage. Only symptoms and signs present at assessment are included in the case-definition. ‘Difficulty breathing’ is defined as an abnormal rate or pattern of breathing or the presence of additional noises (wheeze, stridor). ‘Convulsions’ are defined as either a single convulsion lasting ≥15 minutes or at least two convulsions in a 24-hour period during the current illness. Among children aged 2-4 years, a wheezing child is considered to have severe pneumonia only if the lower chest wall indrawing is unresponsive to three doses of bronchodilator; among children <2 years only one dose of bronchodilator must be given to make this assessment.
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