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	Evaluation Attribute
	Definition
	 IS Strengths 
	 IS Weaknesses

	Simplicity
	Ease of system operation while still meeting objectives
	Specifically assigned personnel collect and enter IS data
Web-based data entry


	Data on 104 variables collected and entered
Complex data entry
IS not linked to hospital database requiring duplicate data entry
Data collection and entry require experienced staff

	Flexibility
	Ability to adapt to changing informational needs or operating conditions
	New variables can be added without an increase in financial resources
	Addition of new variables will increase already heavy workload of ER nurses and public health officer
Only experienced staff would have the ability to navigate any change to IS 

	Acceptability
	Willingness of persons and organizations to participate in the surveillance system
	Public health officers were willing to participate in IS
	Current extensive workload produced time burden
Relevant external users have limited data access

	Stability
	Reliability and availability of IS data
	IS data collection can be performed by any ER nurse (allows personnel back up)
	Only one person has access to electronic IS data entry at a time
IS paper-form is not backed up and if lost, cases cannot be entered electronically


aSource: CDC. Updated Guidelines for Evaluating Public Health Surveillance Systems https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5013a1.htm.


