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For the current week, large numbers of diphtheria cases
were reported in Georgia (21), Alabama (20), and Texas (19).
South Carolina reported 5 cases and no other State reported
more than 3.

Of the 283 cases of poliomyelitis reported for the current
week, 53 were in California, where 41 cases were reported last
week. New York and Wisconsin reported 23 cases each com-
pared with 22 and 18 cases, respectively, for the previous
week, In Massachusetts, the number (17) of cases was less
than half the 37 reported for the previous week.

Cumulative poliomyelitis figures for the United States are:

Calendar year Disease year

1955 1954 1955 1954
Total ~==u= —— 28,588 37,771 27,525 36,218
Paralytic ------ 10,287 14,041 9,825 13,435
Nonparalytic--- 10,921 11,073 10,630 10,892
Unspecified---- 7,380 12,657 7,070 12,091

EPIDEMIOLOG CAL REPORTS

Suspect case of melioidosis

Dr. John Mason, New Mexico Department of Public Health,
has supplied information on a case reported as melioidosis.
The patient, a 25-year-old white male, had sudden onset of
symptoms early in September 1955. There was severe con-
stitutional reaction with high ‘“‘spiking’’ fever and mental con-
fusion for 6 or 7 days. There were no lesions of the skin. A
routine culture of the urine showed a motile, gram-negative,
slender rod which on the basis of cultural characteristics re-
sembled the causative agent of melioidosis or Malleomyces
pseudomallel (Whitmore’s bacillus). Rapid improvement of
the patient occurred following treatment with chloromycetin
and terramycin.

The source of infection has not been determined, but since
the patient is an upholsterer by trade and handles furniture
belonging to military personnel who have lived in Korea or
other parts of the Far East, this possible source is being con-
sidered. There has been no obvious contact with rats or other
rodents.

The diseaseis mainly limited to countries in the Far East.
As the disease occurs in wild rats, it i3 presumed that these
animals are a natural reservoir of infection. Epizootics of the
infections have been reported in guinea pigs and rabbits in
laboratories.

Further study of the organism isolated from the above
patient is under way, and a more extensive epidemiologic in-
vestigation will be made if the identity of the organism is con-
firmed.

Histoplasmosis

Dr. P. S. Brachman, Public Health Service Officer, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, has supplied irformation on a case of
acute histoplasmosis. The patient, a 26-year-old male, became
ill early in October with sore throat and a ‘“‘grippy’’ feeling,

Chills, fever, and drenching sweats‘developed soon after on-
set of symptoms. Shortness of breath became pronounced. An
X-ray examination of the chest 10 days after onset showed a
‘‘dense diffuse miliary disease’’ which was thought at first to
be tuberculosis, Specimens of sputum and gastric secretions
were negative for tubercle bacilli. A tuberculin skin test
was negative but a histoplasmin test was markedly positive.
A histoplasmin collodion agglutination was positive at a dilution
of 1:32, which is highly suggestive of histoplasmosis. The
complement fixationtest was strongly positiveat 1:256 dilution.
Histoplasma cupsulatum has been recovered from specimens
of spufum and gastric washings.

The patient has always lived in urban areas including New
Jersey, Massachusetts, and Delaware. He moved in January
1955 to a small tenant farmer’s home in southeastern Pennsyl-
vania. He worked as a research chemist in Wilmington, Dela-
ware, where he helped develop analytical methods of analysis
of organic antifungal agents. No other person working in the
same laboratory has been ill recently. The patient’s new home
is located in a rural area on a farming estate. Agricultural
activities in the area include dairying and some chicken rais-
ing. The house occupied by the patient and his wife is of stone
construction, part of which is over 200 years old. A stone and
wooden chicken coop had been torn down in the spring of 1955,
and soil from the coop was distributed to a neighboring field.
The patient worked in the yard of his new home frequently, and
about a week prior to onset of his illness, he had removed rocks
and trash from the vicinity of the place wherethe chicken coop
had been located. He does not recall that it was a particularly
dusty job. The persons who tore down the coop and spread the
fertilizer material from the coop have shown no clinical evi-
dence of having had histoplasmosis. Soil samples from the
area of the chicken coop, and other areas about the patient’s
house and the estate are being tested.

The patient’s wife was skin tested and had a markedly
positive reaction to histoplasmin, but an X-ray examination of
her chest taken when her husband first became ill is reported
to have been normal.

More extensive histoplasmin skin testing and chest X-ray
surveys are planned toinclude others inthe area of the patient’s
home and place of work.

Anthrax

Dr. J. D. Martin, Louisiana Department of Health, reports
a human case of cutaneous anthrax in a veterinarian. A lesion
appeared on the patient’s left forearm approximately 5 days
after he had autopsied a cow that had died of anthrax. Bacillus
anthracis was isolated from a specimen taken from the cow
and also from the lesion on the arm of the veterinarian.

Encephali'is

The California Department of Public Health has given in-
formation on encephalitis for the first 10 months of 1855. The
incidence of acute encephalitis has been markedly lower this
year thanin 1954. The cases admitted during the summer months
to county hospitals in the 4 study areas (Fresno, Kern, San
Joaquin, and Sutter-Yuba Counties) indicated a low occurrence
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of the syndrome of central nervous system involvement. The
incidence of arthropod-borne encephalitis in 1955 is the lowest
on record since 1945, except for 1948, when only 1 case was
diagnosed. Only 8 cases—6 western equine infections and 2
St. Louis—were reported this year. Epidemiologic data indi-
cate the latter 2 cases were contracted outside the State. In
1954, 151 cases were reported, 99 of which were St, Louis type.

The incidence of western equine encephalomyelitis in horses
has been low this year, 36 cases compared with 51 for 1954,
During the 10-month period, 74 squirrel brains were submitted
to the State laboratory as suspected cases of rabies, Western
equine encephalitis virus has been isolated from 4 of thése,

Since the first week of May 1955, 1,114 pools of mosquitoes
have been submitted to the laboratory from the 4 study areas.
To date, reports on 911 of these pools show: 63 positive for
western equine virus, 2 positive for St. Louis virus, 13 iso-
lations of unidentified virus, and 821 have been reported nega-
tive.

The over-all seasonal occurrence of C. tarsalis, as meas-
ured by adult indices, did not reach as high a level in 1955 as
in 1954. Development of the immature stages was slow during
the spring months, and widespread occurrence was not en-
countered until the middle of the summer, The slow build up of
the adult C. tarsalis population was particularly noticeable in
the central valley and coastal regions. A contributing factor to
the slow build up in the central valley was the below normal
temperatures recorded from March 1 to May 15, and again,
from June 15 through the entire month of July. Also of im-
portance was the below normal precipitationin thisarea during
the spring months,

Psittacosis

The California Department of Public Health has given infor-
mation on 7 cases of psittacosis which have occurred in the State
over a period of several months, The diagnosis of 5 of these

Continued aon page 8

Table 1. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES
(Numbers after diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)
48th WEEK CUMULATIVE NUMBER
First 48 weeks Since seascnal low week Apg:::i~
DISEASE Ended Ended Median seascnal
D°§' Dei' 1950- Med1 1&3123 1'13“
> ) edian - point
e Pt 54 1955 1954 1950-54 | 1954-55 | 1953-54 A
1953-54
S -062 2 = 2 26 19 6| (Y ) %) (4
Botulism --049.1 22 S = 8 13 - Y Y ) ()
Brucellosis (undulent fever)------ 044 15 31 _— 1,170 1,565 --- -— -— —— -
Diphtherif-cemmeecmcocmmcccmmeaaaa 055 88 97 97 91,760 1,925 2,798 | 1,051 1,053 1,352 July 1
Encephalitis, infectious-----=---- 082 12 24 22 1,408 1,819 1,059 877 1,263 659 June 1
Hepatitis, infectious,
and serum------------- 092,N998.5 pt. 427 902 ---| 429,590 46,790 --- e --- - ---
Maleria--- —- 110-117 ¢ 10 £ 459 692 -— Y Y (* Y
Measles -085 | 2,275 | 5,258 | 3,216 | 5534,353 | 656,910 | 494,229 | 15,954 | 27,801 | 19,261 Sept. 1
Meningococcal infectiong~-ec-eceea- 057 71 78 84 3,227 3,823 3,823 656 764 819 Sept. 1]
Poliomyelitig-=mecommmmcocmccccaaan 080 283 462 462 28,588 37,771 34,919 | 27,525 | 36,218 | 33,338 Apr. 1
Psittacosis 096.2 85 2 ==t 259 475 --- (&) (&) (1) ()
Rabies In mAN---=--ce~ccmcmcommcno| 094 2 = 5 5 8 0] (Y (3 &) (5)
Rocky Mountain spotted fever----- 104A 3 1 - 272 284 312 Y (&) &) )
Scarlet fever and streptococcal
sore throat-----e--s--e-omea- 050,051 | 2,307 | 2,619 | 2,201 | 134,908 | 135,708 98,810 | 29,651 | 27,967 | r2,537 Au§. 1
Smallpox 084 L o L 4 - 12 (*) &3] (1) (Y
Trichindasife--mm-eeeememmmmcmaues 128 1 7 - 250 235 — (Y (Y (Y (1)
Tularemia---- 059 9 13 13 401 548 s84 | (1) ) () ()
Typhold fever----e--memmeeceoooooo 040 35 33 34 1,617 2,167 2,170 1,310 1,761 1,865 Apr. 1
Typhus fever, endemic---e-e=memmen 101 2 7 == 126 177 - H &) *) (&)
Whooping cough ———— 056 913 | 1,776 | 1,307 | 759,704 55,980 55,980 | 77,602 | 12,219 9,786 Oct. 1
Rabies in animals a9 97 104 4,751 6,335 6,710 713 939 - Oct. 1

lFroquencies are too small.

2Reported in California. (Source, home-canned olives.)
Speduction: Mississippil, week ended November 19, 3 cases.
“Deduction: California, week ended November 26, 4 cases.
Spddition: Emnsas, week ended November 26, 12 cases.

°Illinois, Rorth Carclina, and Pennsylvania, 1 case each; New York, 2 cases.

7pdddition: Virginia, week ended November 26, 13 cases.

SOURCE AND NATURE

These provisional data are based on reports to the Public
Health Service from health departments of each State and Ter-
ritory and of one possession, They give the total number of
cases of certain communicable diseases reported during the
week usually ended the preceding Saturday. Cases of anthrax,
botulism, psittacosis, rabies in man, and smallpox are not shown

OF MORBIDITY DATA

in table 2, but a footnote to table 1 shows the States making the
reports. In addition, when diseases of rare occurrence (cholera,
dengue, plague, relapsing fever—louse borne, typhus fever—epi-
demic, and yellow fever) are reported, they will be noted at the
end of table 1.

Symbols.—1 dash[-]: no cases reported; 3 dashes[---]: data not available.
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES; UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA,

HAWAIL, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED DECEMBER 4 1954 AND DECEMBER 3, 1955
(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Liats, 1948)
BRUCELLOSIS ENCEPHALITIS HEPATITIS, 117
(UNDULANT DIPHTHERIA INFEOEGEl INFECTIOUS, MALARIA (110-117)
FEVER) AND SERUM
ARES (044) (055) (082) (092,N998.5 pt.) Civilian? Military

1955 1954 1955 1854 1955 1954 1855 1954 1955 1954 1955 1954
CONT. UNITED STATES------- 15 3 88 97 12 24 427 902 3 6 1 4
1 - = 2 - - 38 146 - - - -
- 9 = - - 14 54 - - - -
= = o = o = [ 5 - = = -
= = = = & 3 4 6 - = - -
2 - - 2 - - 8 28 - - - =
- - - - 2 32 - - - -
- - - - - - 4 21 - - - -
- - 2 4 3 9 75 215 - - - -
New York-~-r=-c-c--ccccecconnaan - - 2 2 3 8 36 104 - - - -
New Jersey--- - o = 2 - 1 8 15 - - - -
Pennsylvania-«~cc----- - o 5 - - - N 96 - - - =
1 12 3 6 - 1 61 111 - - - &
- = 2 S - - 10 17 - - - -
- - - 1 - - 7 12 - - - -
1 4 1 1 - - 10 60 - - - -
- [ - 1 - - 17 18 - - - -
- 2 - - - 1 17 4 - — E 5
8 11 5 8 4 2 26 103 - - - -
2 S 1 2 5 3 3 43 - - N o]
4 4 3 3 - - 4 42 - - - -
1 - 1 2 - - 3 3 - - - -
- - = - L = s 3 - = & =
- 1 - - - - 10 5 - - - =
- = - - = - - 2 = — - 2
1 = 4 2 1 5 - - - -
SOUTH ATLANTIC--=-===nc----- - - 30 32 - 5 15 €66 - - - 2
- - - 1 - - 2 5 - - - -
o = 4 - - - - 2 - - - -
a o - - - - 4 26 - - 1
- - 1 = - - 2 a8 - - - -
- - 2 1 - 28 1 6 - - - -
- L 5 2 = - = 2 - - - 1
- - 21 26 - 3 3 15 - - - -
= - 1 2 - 1 3 2 - - - -
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL- - 2 23 13 1 1 16 48 - 2t - 2
Kentucky - = - - - - u 4 = = o 2
Tenr - - = = 1 3] 23 - - - -
Alabama-~---- - - 20 5 - - 1 11 - - - -
Missiseippl----coccmcacan -———- - 2 ! 8 - - 2 10 - 1 3 -
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL--=-ec-~-- 2 4 21 26 2k 2 25 50 3 1 - -
2 1 2 - - - 3 5 - - - -
- 2 - 8 - - - 8 - - - -
- 1 - 1 - - 2 7 - i - -
- - 19 17 2 20 30 3 - - -
2 1 1 4 - - 63 76 - 1 - -
- - 1 - - - 9 15 - - - -
! 1 - - - - 8 4 - - = -
M ] = - - - 5 s - = - -
= - - - A = 7 9 - - - -
1 - - - - - - 32 - = i -
- = - 1 - - 32 12 - - - -
- - - 3 - - - 1 - 3 - -
1 1 3 2 3 4 108 87 = 3 1 -
- - - 1 - - 34 11 - - - -
- o g 3 1 - 16 20 - - - -
1 1 3 1 2 4 58 - = 1 =
AlagkA-=eccecomeeccmmnccarcan - - - - - 5 11 - = -
Hawaii---- - - - - - - 1 - - -
Puerto Rico-e--cceecacncncnua-e - - 1 4 - 5 3 - 5 - -

 Includee cases not specified as

civilian or military.
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA,
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED DECEMBER 4, 1954 AND DECEMBER 3, 1955—Continued

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under dimeases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1943)

MENINGO-~ POLIOMYELITIS (080) ROCKY MOUNTAIN
MEASIES COCCAL SPOTTED FEVER
INFECTIONS Total? Paralytic Nonparalytic
AREA (085) (057) (080.0,080.1} (080.2) (1044)
1855 1954 1955 1954 1855 1954 1955 1954 1855 1954 1955 1954
CONT. UNITED STATES------- 2,375 5,258 71 78 283 462 135 222 76 99 3 1
29 1,700 2 5 36 24 16 8 4 10 - =
& 156 - - 2 = 2 - - - =
- 119 - 1 1 - - - - - -
15 60 - - 3 1 2 1 E -
11 1,054 2 3 17 11 10 5 = 6 e =
- 36 - - 8 - 1 - - - -
295 - 1 5 12 5. 2 3 4 -

MIDDLE ATIANTIC-c+----=----=- 332 1,704 18 13 39 125 17 44 6 18 -

151 672 10 6 23 74 13 26 5 11 - -

20 446 2 3 a8 27 4 18 1 7 - =

161 586 6 4 8 24 - - - - - =

517 710 20 11 55 g3 32 43 13 22 -

50 108 4 | 3 4 17 3 7 - 3 s

22 28 4 3 12 7 8 2 2 1 -

244 118 5 2 10 23 S 12 2 8 -

168 421 7 2 6 32 4 15 1 8 B
Wigconain--~-cececemcmacccanan 33 34 - 1 23 14 12 7 8 2 -

WEST NORTH CENTRAL---------- 91 221 3 7 17 26 3 10 10 5 -
Minnesota------ecccc-eaas ————- 5 101 1 1 3 2 1 2 2 - -
Iowa-===- 26 43 - i 4 10 = 4 - 3 -
Migacuri------ 9 12 1 1 5 3 1 & 4 - -

North Dakota-- 8 38 - - 1 o = - 1 - -
South Dakota-- - 2 1 - - 2 = - - 2 -
4 7 - 2 3 1 - 2 - -

9 12 2 1 8 1 1 - =

357 162 10 21 25 53 11 32 i 13 2

o = - o 2 - 1 - 1 =

157 ;] - 4 5 4 2 3 2 -

k2] - - 1 1 2k . = 1 1 -

116 61 3 5 1 11 & 8 1 2 1

Weat Virginia---cececmmcceoaaao 12 49 - - 2 2 2 1 - - -
North Carolina 20 9 3 5 6 7 S 4 - 1 1
South Carolina 11 1 i§ 1 3 3 1 2 1 - -
Georgila-~----- 27 18 - 2 S 1 1 - 1 - -
Florida---~--ccc-cc-a-—- EEEE Lt 5 16 2 3 2 22 - 14 - [ -

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL--+======= 61 104 1 7 7 24 6 13 1 4 1
Eentucky---ecm--eomccocmcaocas 34 26 - 4 1 6 1 4 = 2 a
Tennessee~~ 12 48 - 2 2 8 2 3 - 2 -
Alabama---« 1s 23 1 1 1 2 - 2 1 - 1
Mississippi - 7 - - 3 8 3 4 - - -

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL---------- 226 210 10 5 12 33 6 23 2 5 -

12 25 1 - 1 7 1 7 - = =

4 - 1 1 2 6 2 4 - 2 -

39, 6 1 1 2 - - - - - 2

171 178 7 3 7 20 3 12 2 3 -

268 144 1 4 10 21 3 10 3 2 -

82 2 - 3 2 5 1 4 - - &

2 ;] - 2 3 1 - S s =

13 - - 1 - 2 - 1 - - -

a7 4 1 - 1 2 - 2 1 - -

New Mexico---=ecc-ccocccacocan 15 72 - 3 4 3 2 1 -
Arizona- 63 45 - - - 1 - - 1 -
Utah-=-==sseeommcomcomomomocan 6 15 & - 2 5 - - 5 - =
Nevada---c-=cocccacccmccmccao - - - - - 1 - - = = -

PACTFIC-e-e-c-cmccmcmcacacan 394 303 6 5 a8z 63 41 39 30 20 -
Washington-sor-ccmmmcmcacccean 78 74 2 - 14 [ 5 1 2 3 -
Oregon-- 34 39 1 2 15 7 7 6 4 - -
California--e-cecccmacanccaaa- 282 130 3 3 53 50 28 32 24 17 -

R e e T T T 35 4 2 2 - 4 - 2 - 1 -
Hawvaiji--- \7: 29 1 - 12 1 2] 1! 3 - =
Puerto Rico 66 78 - Il - 15 - 15 - - =

2Includes cases not specified by type, category number (080.3).
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA,

HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED DECEMBER 4, 1954 AND DECEMBER 3, 1955—Continued

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

SCARLET FEVER TYPHUS
AND STREPTOCOCCAL Eig?é’ TULAREMIA %B FEVER, wﬁg?;égc RABIES IN
AREA SORE THROAT ENDEMIC ANIMALS
(050,051) (128) (059) (040) (101) (0s6)
1955 1954 1955 1955 1954 1955 1954 1955 1955 | 1954 | 1955 | 1954

CONT. UNITED STATES----~--- 2,307 2,619 1 9 13 35 33 2 913 |1,776 89 97
NEW ENGLAND--=----=---oeeoann 109 147 - - - 1 - - 53 359 - -
Malne---cer-cemremcecrecccanan 17 1S - - - - - - 4 26 = =
New Hampshire-------c---cce-—--- 3 2 - - - - - - - 44 - =
Vermont------- = 19 1 - - - - - - S 15 - =
Massachusetta- = 53 70 - - - - - - 14 105 - -
Rhode Island-- -- 1 7 - - - 1 - - 3 69 - -
Connecticute--~-====o--e-moa-- 16 52 - - - - - - 27 100 - =
MIDDIE ATLANTIC--~======c--= 198 139 1 - - 5 7 - 179 318 19 11
New YOrk----se--ace-e—mnococao 115 72 1 - - 1 5 - 60 94 10 11
New Jersey-- 22 28 - - - - - - 48 94 - -
Pennsylvania 61 39 - - 4 2 - 7 130 9 -
EAST NORTH CENTRAL---------- 249 303 - 3 2 3 6 - 220 374 3 11
Oh{0~====-cmsmcmmmcmaoeaamnae 51 63 - - - 2 4 - 27 66 2 7
IndianA-------=--c-m-em—cocann 34 64 - 1 - - - - 28 24 1 1
Illinois- 61 65 - 2 2 1 2 - 44 38 - 1
Michigan-----ecermcecencrcnnnan 80 65 - - - - - - 78 183 - -
Wiaconsin-----mcecemmecmonanaun 23 46 - - - - - - 43 63 - 2
WEST NORTH CENTRAL- = 64 103 = = 2 8 1 - 15 96 6 18
Minnesota-~-- = 24 30 i - - - - - 8 40 1 6
Towa-~=----~ 3 13 4 - - - - - - 2 20 1 6
Missouri---- - 9 6 5 - 2 - 1 - 1 13 2 6
North Dakota-- - 7 28 - - - 4 = & 3 8 2 =
South Dakota-- - - 10 = - - 8 - - - 5 - -
Nebraska---- - e 2 = = ] - = i, 24 =1 Ly 4
Kangag-=-m-wusveceramcaanocouan 11 23 - - - - - 1 10 - -
SOUTE ATLANTIC~~-=--me--=-=-= 16a 262 - 2 3 s 3 - 147 180 15 21
DelawaAre----=e-ecmo=—==ccmoaon 1 3 - - - - - - 2 - - -
Maryland---s=~-scmescecoco—can 10 28 = - - - 1 B 18 13 - =
Digtrict of Columbia- - 1 3 - - - - 1 - - 3 - -
Virginia-----===-v--- = 63 103 - 1 - - 1 - 64 69 7 8
West Virginia-- - 9 12 S - i - - - 17 64 1 4
North Carolina- = 24 30 = - 1 1 - - 17 12 2 -
South Carolina- - 12 4 - - - 2 - - 6 6 S 4
Georgia-- - - 43 58 - 1 1 2 - - 16 5 2 4
Florida----=+=ec=-e~r-vrccara- 6 21 = - - - - & 7 8 - 1
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL~-=--==v=== 131 81 = 1 4 - S - 74 133 16 13
Kentucky---~===ve-emc-crcoccax 89 24 = - 2 - - - 36 52 7 4
Tennessee~-- - 9 29 = 1 1 - - - 13 34 - -
AlAbAMA- -~ -secmecm e 9 20 - - 2 5 2 - 9 45 6 8
Mississippi-----ce--ccecccacn- 24 8 = - 1 - & - 16 2 3 1
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL----=-e-=- 791 837 = 3 - 5 S 2 113 94 12 21
Arkangag----s--csem-mcacm—cono 49 47 = 2 - 1 1 - 22 1 - 1
Louisiana-- = - 8 = - - - 2 - 1 4 - -
Oklahoma--=~=c==ca~-~ = 23 14 = - 3 1 1 = 11 4 - -
Texaf-==-~-mmn=c=meon= = 719 768 = 1 - 3 1 2 79 85 12 20
MOUNTAIN-- = 374 447 = - 2 6 5 - 33 28 1 2
Montana-- = 5 7 = - - - - - 1 1 = =
Idaho-~~- = 10 26 - - - 3 - - - 1 - -
Wyoming-- = 42 109 = - = - - - 1 - - -
Colorado--====r=~ro=-~-cccoann 69 73 o - - 1 3 - 8 1 - -
New Mexico-------«----==ccc-eo- 113 77 = - - 2 - - 3 4 - -
116 104 = - - - 1 - 15 27 1 2
14 51 = - 2 - 1 - S 4 - -
[ = - 5 = = g = s = 3 =
222 300 = - - 2 1 - 79 184 17 -
80 93 = - - - - - 18 36 - -
56 33 = - - - - - 13 17 - -
116 174 = - - 2 1 - 48 131 17 -
6 2 - - S = = = S - & S
1 1 = - - - - 1 2 = = =
= 3 = - - - 1 - 15 71 - =
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NUMBER OF DEATHS IN 108 SELECTED CITIES
14,000 14,000
12,000 12,000
N
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The chart shows the number of deaths reported for 108 major
cities of the United States by week for the current year, and, for
comparison, the median of the number of deaths reported for the
corresponding weeks of the 3 previous calendar years. (The
median is the central one of the three values arranged in order of
magnitude.) If a report is not received from a city in time to be
included in the total for the current week, an estimate is made to
maintain comparability for graphic presentation,

The figures reported represent the number of death certifi-
cates received in the vital statistics offices during the week
indicated, for deaths occurring in that city. Figures compiled in
this way, by week of receipt, usually approximate closely the
number of deaths ocgurring during the week. However, differences
are to be expected because of variat'. ns in the interval between

death and receipt of the certificate,

While week-to-week changes in the total number of deaths
reported for all major cities generally represent a change in
mortality conditions, this may not be true for variations in weekly
figures for each city. For example, in a city with a weekly
average of 50 deaths, the number of deaths occurring in a week
may be expected to vary by chance alone from 36 to 64 (d + 2Yd,
where d represents the average number of deaths per week),

The number of deaths in cities of the same size may also
differ because of variations in the age, race, and sex composition
of their populations, and because some cities are hospital centers
serving the surrounding areas. Changes from year to year in the
number of deaths may be due in part to population increases or
decreases.

Table 3. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate.

Exclusive of fetal deaths)

48th 47th Percent CUMULATIVE NUMBER FOR
week week 48th change, FIRST 48 WEEKS
ended ended week median
AREA Dec. Nov. median to
3 26, 1952-54 current Percent
1985 1955 week 1355 1854 1 change
TOTAL: 104 REPORTING CITIES--=m==-====-=-cc--coooaee 10,826 9,428 10,327 +4.8 | 476,086 | 463,238 +2.8

New England------c-ccmm-mmmeowoce—memmmcoaman—ao- cities) 721 693 704 +2.4 | 32,584 | 31,272 “4.2
Middle Atlantic cities) 3,177 2,819 3,038 +4.6 | 142,199 | 137,527 +3.4
East North Central----m----=--= -—- -(18 cities) 2,409 2,025 2,218 +8.6 | 105,774 | 102,552 +3.1
West North Central---------=---mmecoecmocaooooaocn (7 cities) 726 637 676 +7.4 30,524 31,2681 -2.4
South Atlantic--------= cities) 811 753 817 -0.7 | 36,560 | 35,751 +2.3
East South Central cities) 489 362 479 +2.1 20,611 20,244 +1.8
West South Central--- -——-- cities) 858 709 823 +4.3 36,655 35,862 +2.2
MOUNtAIN-===emmmmmmmmm e e mme o mm e e e oo cities) 266 215 233 +14.2 11,279 10,860 +3.9
Pacific 23 cities) 1,369 1,215 1,231 +11.2 59,900 57,889 +3.5

Gro 037788
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Table 4. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES FOR WEEK ENDED DECEMBER 3, 1955

(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate.

Exclusive of fetal deaths)

48th 47
481:}1: 47t2 CUMUTATIVE NUMBER iy ve:: CUMULATIVE NUMBER
wee wee FOR FIRST 48 WEEKS FOR FIRST 48 WEEKS
ended ended ended ended
CITY CITY
Dec. Rov. Dec. Nov.
3, 26, 3, 26,
1955 1955 1955 1954 1855 1955 1955 1954
NEW ENGIAND WEST NORTH CENTRAL—Con.
BOBtON-==mmmmmmmmmmmmceamm 218 245 11,058 10,512 272 210 10,489 11,089
Bridgeport- 43 36 1,763 1,657 60 57 3,059 3,054
Cambridge 39 34 1,418 1,290 59 27 1,855 2,008
Fall River 26 25 1,311 1,273
Hartford- = 52 40 2,155 2,208
Lowell-- - 34 20 1,221 1,284 || Atlanta-~-=c-=m---cmmmeoeen- 118 106 4,984 4,962
Lyon-ne-eee- = 31 29 1,068 1,018 || Baltimore-- e 244 208 10,704 10,245
New Bedford- - 23 20 1,141 1,071 || Charlotte---- = 24 15 1,302 1,417
New Haven--- - 38 38 2,029 2,028 || Jacksonville~ - (59) (57)| (2,304) (2,309)
Providence-- S 65 65 3,032 2,883 || Miami--=-=--- = 51 42 2,486 2,871
Somerville----- o 17 13 717 687 & 32 21 1,494 1,365
Springfield, Mass. S 41 48 2,007 1,857 3 75 75 3,070 2,988
Waterbury------ - - 35 25 1,209 1,122 Savannah-----—e--ceocmamemoo (32) (16)! (1,355) (1,323)
Worcegter--=«-c--rmm-momeoacoo 58 55 2,455 2,381 TAmpA-===-=m=~====—===mmam-on 65 69 2,599 2,491
Washington, D. C. 167 183 8,247 7,877
MIDDLE ATIANTIC Wilmington, Del.--======m=u= 35 24 1,674 1,535
44 50 2,271 2,157 EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
596
(a4)]  (33) (1,728)| (L, a) Birmingham---—--scmmcmomomee 81 49 3,643 3,505
153 115 6,462 6,41
Chattanooga 60 45 2,103 2,021
25 37 1,723 1,748
26 25 1,248 1,342 || Kpoxville-- -—= (39) S, (1,624)
2 Louisville----=---c=mcee-mnn 107 107 4,920 5,020
41 22 1,639 1,577
Memphif-m--macesocmmam s 120 77 4,691 4,576
Jersey City----=c-ee-a-ennan 70 67 3,291 3,260
Mobile-=-~-- 30 19 1,374 1,531
Newark, N. J.---s---oomomean 117 90 4,766 4,599 |{ |
r 250 ontgomery - 37 21 1,237 1,247
New York City 1,697 | 1,469 74,623 | 72, NABhY 1110, o ooie o e S = 7 2 64x HPA
Paterson----eecmcceeacoeaoon 47 29 1,759 1,787 i 2
Philadelphisi---=---=mouneuon 438 487 22,659 | 21,836 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
». T o 7,618 !
Eitgsburgh 218 s o p Austin------- 5 25 25 1,223 1,209
Reading--------- - (25) (21)] (1,084) (965)
Baton Rouge----- - —ae (20) — (1,045)
Rocheater, N. Y. - 102 112 4,505 4,318
Corpus Chriasti-- - 14 19 821 823
Schenectady----- - 23 21 1,064 1,183 || oo
Fial 1 610 allage~------n = 108 98 4,669 4,718
Scranton (43) (31)] (1,611)| (1,610)
58 56 2,633 2,595 || El Paso---- 3 27 31 1,341 1,250
63 37 20279 | 2,144 || FOrt Worth- . 70 41 | 2,608 2,665
0 e 1473 1,440 || Houston----mossmmomoonmonna 132 125 5,969 5,725
25 27 1357 1285 || Little Rock--=-o--cooooooooo 46 51 2,116 1,952
’ g New Orleans--- 172 150 7,179 7,064
Oklahome City------------=-- 61 29 2,674 2,778
San Antonio-----=-----=----- 9l 79 4,058 3,708
47 36 1,885 1,859
70 28 2,485 2,560 Y L ST T = 9 ’
28 26 1,298 1,334 || Tulee 65 25 2,111 2,110
788 700 | 34,640 | 33,9688 MOUNTAIN
igg i‘ég ;'gg; g'g(ga: Albuguerque-----=-==--==-=-- 27 24 1,103 1,269
) g Colorado Springg----=---~--= 16 10 617 573
119 a1 5,058 4,784 116 94 5
961 ,068 4,800
69 57 3,085 2, 15 20 543 531
328 289 | 15,337 | 14,652 27 28 1,150 990
24 34 1,512 1,399 14 7, ’552 632
48 31 1,778 1,772
50 29 1,996 1,870
37 27 1,588 1,226 1 3 210 195
(30) (23)] (1,316)| (1,232)
38 38 1,982 1,870
Indianapolis- -~ 154 108 5,280 5,229 35 16 8
Milwaukee---==-==== -- 142 93 5,903 5,757 62 50 2 352 2 ggg
Peoria-----==--v-w= - 16 26 1,388 1,407 ’ )
484 436 21,777 20,615
South Bend - 25 29 1,188 1,108 95 90 4,134 4,322
Toledo------~ = 101 79 4,391 4,224 ) B
Youngatown-===--==n-z====m=m 73 43 2,440 2,311 28 30 1,714 1,568
ung ’ v Portland, Oreg. - 92 96 4,430 4,563
Sacramento- - 38 51 2,324 2,183
L ) H
WEST NORTH CENTRA San Diego--- - 83 53 3,507 3,426
Des Moineg~=-===--=o=c=-c-ooc —— (45) -— (2,393)|| Sen Francisco- - 231 162 8,776 8,692
Dulyth---~~----- r 33 22 1,214 1,246 Seattle- - 138 129 6,070 5,702
Kansas City, Kans. - =) (3s) _— (1,578)|| Spokane- - 50 52 2,185 2,098
Kansas City, Mo. - 107 141 5,243 5,575 Tacoma---------o---cocmeooo 32 50 1,778 1,587
Minneapolis- - 128 118 5,617 5,431
OmahA-==mmmmmmcemearemm e 67 62 3,047 2,878 Honolulu-===~=-emmmmcurccann (25) (34) | (1,697) (1,606,

Symbols.—parentheses B

D : data not included in table 3; 3 dashes E--] : data not available.
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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORTS—Continued

was confirmed by a fourfold or greater rise in complement fix-
ing titers. A blood specimen of one patient, exposed to a sick
parakeet, was positive for psittacosis in a titer of 1:16, and
that of the sixth patient was positive in a dilution of 1:128. A
parakeet associated with the latter patient was positive for
psittacosis upon animalinoculation, This is the onlybird, among
those associated with the above cases, tested for psittacosis.

Infectious hepatitis

The California Department of Public Health has supplied
final information on an outbreak of infectious hepatitis reported
for the week ended July 23, 1955. Nine cases were reported
among 25 students and 4 teachers who went on a picnic near a
lake. The picnic lunch consisted of potato salad, hamburgers,
hot dogs, olives, pickles, potato chips, and a fruit-base punch,
Water from a small stream adjoining the picnic area was used
in making the punch, The evidence found upon investigation in-
dicates that the outbreak probably resulted from use of con-
taminated water in the punch and/or for drinking purposes.
The most likely source of contamination was humanfeces found
in the area. Another possible source is a farmhouse cesspool
overflow, which probably enters the stream when the ground is
wet.

Gastro-enteritis

Dr. J. H. McCutchen, MissouriDepartment of Public Health
and Welfare, reports anoutbreak of gastro-enteritis among per-
sons who ate turkey dinners ina public eating place. Seventeen
college students who had eaten the dinners became ill from 13
to 18 hours later. The turkeys, in a trozen state, were pur-
chased from a local produce company, They were left unre-
frigerated overnight to thaw before cooking. Afterbeingcooked,
they were cooled and refrigerated. The following day the meat
was sliced and ‘‘warmed up’’ before serving. Dressing was
made the usual way, but none was left, The remaining meat was
served later as creamed turkey. At the time of the investigation,
only gravy and green beans were available for bacteriological
examination, No pathogenic organisms were found in these.
The poor ‘'sanitary condition foundin the kitchen probably was a
contributing factor in this outbreak.

The California Department of Public Health reportsa mod-
erately severe outbreak of gastro-enteritis among 130 persons
in a farm-labor camp. Of these, 31 became ill possibly from
eating unrefrigerated sandwiches, prepared from 3 to 5 hours
in advance of consumption, Various food items, including tacos
and enchilladas, were served during a 3 day-period, but none
were available for laboratory tests. Stool specimens from food-
handlers (5 cooks) were negative for pathogens. Specimens
were collected from 2 patients, one was positive for salmonello-
sis and the other was positive for Shigella flexner 4A.
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