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A Few ACIP Highlights: 2009 - 2012 
 First, pandemic influenza H1N1 
 Influenza vaccine for all ≥ 6 months of age 
 Tdap vaccine: no interval; “elders” and pregnant 

women 
 Updated immunization recommendations for 

health care providers 
 Meningococcal conjugate booster vaccine for 

adolescents/college students and MCV4 for high 
risk 9-24 month olds 

 Grading of Recommendations Assessment, 
Development and Evaluation (GRADE) method 

 HPV vaccine for young males 
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Annual ACIP Tasks 

 Seasonal influenza vaccine and 
antiviral recommendations 

 Adult and pediatric immunization 
harmonized schedules 

 Safety (e.g., MMRV, MCV4) and supply 
(e.g., Zostavax®) isses 

 VFC for new vaccines 
 Something you won’t anticipate 
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“Statistics are people 
 with their tears wiped dry.” 

I knew one thing … 

Dr. Jules Richmond 

Former Surgeon General 
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This I now know better than before 

“As there are persons who mend torn 
garments, so there are physicians who 
heal the sick; but your duty is far nobler 
and one befitting a just person – namely 
to keep people in health.” 

 
 
    Xenophon in Cryopaedia, 400 BC  
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Things I Have Learned As Chair 
 I’m never the smartest person in the room 
 I’m not the only one who doesn’t fully 

comprehend cost-effectiveness analyses 
 Acronyms, acronyms, acronyms… 
 Never debate about vaccine policy with someone 

from the UK 
 Even if you have a seating chart with names, you 

still may get it wrong  
 How to terminate discussion with tact 
 How to love one branch of the federal 

government 
 And last, how to ring the bell! 
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Financial Disclosure 

I received from the taxpayers, economy 
airfare, 2 nights hotel expense, a daily 
stipend and the right to buy lunch at the 
meetings without standing in line 

 
The knowledge and friends I gained was an 

immense blessing … and not subject to 
the OGA form or federal tax 
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The Future Holds Many 
Challenges 

 Adequate CDC financing 
 Appropriate ACIP members to inform 

policy 
 Creation of improved vaccine 

infrastructure 
 More vaccines into the schedules 
 Improved immunization rates 
 Vaccine refusal 
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Remember the Goal 
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I will miss this job… 
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