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To bat-proof a house, all openings in
walls,. roofs, and floors larger than three-
eighths of an inch in diameter should be
closed and roosts onthe outside eliminated.

When a building is infested, all bat
entrances but a few main entrances should
initially be shut. After four days the bats
will become accustomed to leaving by these
few open doors and one evening when they
fly out, these holes should also be closed.
The building must then be watched for
bats for the next few days to make sure
all are gone.

Bat-proofing should be done in the
early spring or fall, because during other
times of the year, young bats may accumu-
late onthe ground near roosts orbe trapped
inside a building and die.

USEFUL REPELLENTS

MOTH FLAKES, or crushed moth balls, and
bird and rodent repellents may be sprinkled
around in areas where bats roost. Glass
fiber insulation blown into spaces occupied
by bats will also drive out unwelcome
boarders.

BAT KILLING, EVEN WHEN SAFE
AND LEGAL, IS UNWISE, BECAUSE BATS
HELP CONTROL INSECTS.

IN CASE A BAT BITES

Get in touch with a physician, a veter-
inarian, or your local or State public health
department. If the bat that has done the
biting can be caught or killed, it should be
kept for examination by an expert. Capturing
a live bat should be done very carefully
10 avoid more bites. Even if the bat is
dead, it should be handled only with gloves.

Scrub any bite thoroughly with soapy
water or detergent. As soonas possible the
victim should see a physician, who will
decide whether or not it is necessary to
begin treatment to prevent rabies.
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