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THE NUMBEE OF PAEENTS in a juve-
nile's home is not apparent to a policeman

at the time he decides to apprehend a juvenile.
The policeman may ascertain the number be¬
fore he decides on the disposition of the juve¬
nile, but routinely the living arrangements of
the juvenile are not determined until he reaches
the juvenile court. Other factors in recorded
delinquency, such as race, age, and sex, which
can be determined by superficial observation,
may influence delinquency rates by their effect
either on the actions of the juvenile or on the
policeman's decision to cite the juvenile to
court. The number of parents with whom a

juvenile lives appears to affect delinquency
rates because of its influence on the juvenile's
behavior, rather than because of its possible in¬
fluence on the policeman's decision. Thus,
among the demographic characteristics which
have been shown (1) to be associated with re¬

corded juvenile delinquency rates, the nuirrber
of parents in the home is of unique interest.
Eecorded delinquency rates have been shown

by Eaton and Polk (2), Hathaway and Mon-
achesi (3), and by us (1) to be lower for chil¬
dren living with two parents than for those
living with one parent or not living with either
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parent. Family composition, however, inter-
acts with other demographic factors. In gen¬
eral, delinquency rates and the probability that
a child will not live with two parents both in¬
crease as the child grows older (table 1).
The percentage of children living with two par¬
ents also varies with race, income, and area of
the city (4, 5). Previous studies have not con¬

trolled these variables. To determine whether
the number of parents in a child's home is an

independent correlate of delinquency rates, data
which have been controlled for interacting fac¬
tors will be examined.

Material
We have previously described the juvenile

delinquents who are the subjects of this study
(1). They include all persons under the age
of 18 living in San Francisco in 1960 who dur¬
ing that year had a recorded contact with the
police or juvenile court of the city for a non¬

traffic offense. (Cases of neglect and depend¬
ency cases are not included.)

Because data on family composition were not
available for persons "warned but not cited"
by the police department, only juveniles cited
one or more times to juvenile court are included
in this paper.
Population estimates were derived from 1960

U.S. Census data (4,5).
Methods
Control for race and sex. Data for white

and nonwhite juveniles were tabulated sepa¬
rately. Tabulations by specific race were not
available because the census data (4) classified
persons under 18 living with two parents only
by color. The white group includes the cate-
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gory white with Spanish surname. We have
shown that these two groups have similar de¬
linquency rates (1)* In this study these groups
are not analyzed separately because of the lim¬
itations of our data; our previous results also
support this approach. Nevertheless, cultural
differences between these groups suggest that
combining them may be inappropriate. The
nonwhite group includes the high-delinquency
Negro population and the low-delinquency
Chinese population, as well as Filipinos, Japa¬
nese, Ameriean Indians, and others.
To separate the nonwhite group by race, we

chose two areas of the city where at least 80
percent of the nonwhite population of each cen¬

sus tract consisted of one race. One was a

Chinese area, consisting of 12 census tracts, each
having a population of at least 1,000 Chinese.
The other was a Negro area of 15 census tracts,
each with a Negro population of at least 1,000.
The Chinese area consisted of contiguous census

tracts; the Negro area did not. Nonwhite de¬
linquency in these two areas was assumed to
reflect mainly Chinese and Negro delinquency.
Four study populations resulted from these

divisions: the entire city's white population, the
entire city's nonwhite population, the Chinese
area's nonwhite population, and the Negro
area's nonwhite population. Each of these pop¬
ulations was tabulated separately by sex.

Control for income and geographic area.

The census tracts in which each study popula¬
tion lived were divided into quartiles by median
income in each tract. Each study population
was thus divided into four quartiles, which pre¬
sumably represented both economic and geo¬
graphic divisions. We used this form of control
for income and neighborhood because data were

not available on the income distribution of one-

parent and two-parent families.
In general, low income characterizes Negro

areas. Therefore, division by income quartiles
placed census tracts that are in the first income
quartile for the entire city into the first, second,
and third quartiles for the Negro areas.

Control for age. The total white or nonwhite
juvenile population in each study area was used
as a standard population to compute age-ad¬
justed delinquency rates for each income quar¬
tile. All rates are expressed in per 1,000
persons at risk.

Table 1. Distribution of children not living
with both parents, by age group, western
urban areas of the United States

Source: Based on reference 5.

Population estimates. The number of juve¬
niles in each 3-year age group within each eco¬

nomic quartile was estimated from census

5-year groupings by color and from single-year
groupings for the total population. The num¬

ber of children in each quartile not living with
two parents was obtained directly from census

data. The age distribution of these children
was estimated from the 1 to 1,000 sample census
for the western region of the United States (5).
This estimate was derived from a tabulation
of all children in the census sample who lived in
urban areas of 500,000 or more population by
the number of parents in the child's home and
by his age and color. The San Francisco pop¬
ulation of children not living with two parents
was then assigned to age groups in proportion
to the age distribution in the sample tabulation
(table 1). Estimates were made separately for
the white and nonwhite populations.

Significance tests. Significance of the differ¬
ence between age-adjusted rates was determined
by summing the variance (V=pq N2/n) for
each cell and computing a standard error for
each adjusted rate (S2=tV/\$N~\2). Eesults
are expressed as significant at the 1 percent or

5 percent level (P is less than 0.01 or 0.05
respectively).
Results
For convenience, we shall use the term "ex¬

pected pattern" to designate age-adjusted de¬
linquency rates that are lower for juveniles liv-
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ing with two parents than for juveniles living
with one parent or none.
For white juveniles of all income quartiles,

the difference in rates when there were two par¬
ents in the home compared with rates when
there was one or no parent was significant at
the 1 percent level except for boys in the first,
or lowest, income quartile (table 2). By type
of offense, all significant differences were in the
expected direction except for "other offenses"
of juveniles in the first income quartile. "Other
offenses" consists of a large number of offenses,
none dependent on the age of the offender and
all considered offenses when committed by
adults.
Nonwhite juveniles showed a different pat¬

tern than white juveniles in respect to the effects

of parents in the home on delinquency rates
(table 3). For nonwhite boys of the first in¬
come quartile, the expected pattern was reversed
significantly. The reversal for nonwhite juve¬
niles of the first income quartile was seen for
each specific offense, although it was significant
only for auto theft.
To study juvenile delinquency rates further

in respect to parents in the home and income
quartile of the place of residence, Chinese and
Negro areas of San Francisco were used. We
found the expected pattern for Chinese boys of
all income quartiles, but the difference was sig¬
nificant only in the fourth quartile (table 4).
Fewer than five female Chinese delinquents
were in each category.a number too low for
statistical analysis.

Table 2. Juvenile court age-adjusted delinquency rates for white juveniles per 1,000 at

risk, by offense, income quartile of census tract of residence, and number of parents in
home, all San Francisco, 1960

1 Quartile 1 comprises census tracts with lowest median incomes; quartile 4, tracts with highest median income.
2 (_).no significant difference.
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Table 3. Juvenile court age-adjusted delinquency rates for nonwhite juveniles per 1,000 at
risk, by offense, income quartile of census tract of residence, and number of parents in
home, all San Francisco, 1960

1 Quartile 1 comprises census tracts with lowest median incomes; quartile 4, tracts with highest median income.
2 (_).no significant difference.

In the Negro areas the expected pattern was

reversed in the first, second, and fourth quartiles
(table 5). The difference was significant at the
1 percent level in the second quartile. The ex¬

pected pattern was found in the third quartile.
The reversal of the expected pattern of delin¬
quency rates for low-income nonwhite boys was

associated with Negroes rather than with
Chinese.

Discussion

An ideal method to control the effects of in¬
come in this study would have been to cross-

tabulate for income and number of parents in
the home. This method was not available to us

because of limitations of data. Instead, we

chose to assume that the division of the city
into income quartiles by census tract divided the
population into groups of differing economic
status. This assumption is generally true, on a
statistical basis, but is obviously incorrect on
an individual basis. The method also has the
effect of combining the effects of poverty and a

delinquency-producing environment. Despite
these objections, we consider the method a use¬
ful means of determining whether an observed
effect is generally found in high-income or low-
income neighborhoods.
The economic position of Negroes in the com¬

munity calls for special attention in this con¬
nection. The disadvantaged economic position
of Negroes results in most areas with a high
concentration of Negroes being in the lowest
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Table 4. Juvenile court age-adjusted delin¬
quency rates for all offenses per 1,000 at
risk for nonwhite male juveniles in Chinese
areas by income quartile of census tract of
residence and number of parents in home,
San Francisco, 1960

1 Quartile 1 comprises census tracts with lowest
median incomes; quartile 4, tracts with highest median
income.

2 The difference was significant at the 5 percent level.
Note: The number of nonwhite male juvenile delin¬

quents in Chinese areas was 44. The number of non¬
white female juvenile delinquents in Chinese areas was
too low for statistical analysis.

income quartile for the city as a whole. Dif¬
ferences do occur, however, between the census

tracts with large Negro populations, and these
differences can be brought out by dividing these
census tracts into quartiles according to median
incomes of the nonwhite inhabitants. The re¬

sulting economic quartiles for the nonwhite pop¬
ulation are not comparable to similarly ranked
quartiles for the white population.
A possible source of error in this study may

be associated with inaocurate reporting of the
number of parents in a home, both in the 1960
census and in the juvenile court statistics. The
1960 requirement that a family receiving sup¬
port from the Aid to Needy Children program
contain no adult male provided a strong eco¬

nomic motive for over-reporting of one-parent
families. The effect of such a bias would de¬
pend, however, on whether the over-reporting,
if present, was greater in the census statistics
or the juvenile court Statistics. We have no in¬
formation indicating whether this over-report¬
ing did, in fact, occur. For these reasons, the
results must be considered as tentative until they
are confirmed by other studies.
The results confirm previous studies which

have shown that the presence of two parents in
the home is associated with low delinquency
rates in the white population. This effect is in¬

dependent of sex. Since this effect of parents
in the home is found after adjustment of the
rates for age, it is not due to the higher prob¬
ability that younger children (with low delin¬
quency rates) live with both parents. It is
consistent in all income groupings, although not
for all offense categories in the lowest grouping.

Kesults for the nonwhite population are dif¬
ferent than for the white. We found the ex¬

pected effect for nonwhite juveniles only in
upper income quartiles. We observed a re-

versed pattern in census tracts of lowest income.
Data from the Negro and Chinese areas show
that explanations for the reversed pattern
among nonwhites should be sought in the low-
income Negro population.
Our data do not permit conclusions as to why

the number of parents in the home has a dif¬
ferent effect on juvenile delinquency rates of
whites than it does on the rates of nonwhites.
Among several ten&ble hypotheses is the expla¬
nation that this result is due to over-reporting
of one-parent families. Another hypothesis,
however, which appears to be both tenable and
worth further investigation has to do with
norms of family structure in the white and
Negro communities. Many a lower class Negro
family lacks a father in the home without being
"broken" in the conventional sense. Such homes
represent a female-based family structure (6)
which probably (7) can be traced to the disrup-
tion of Negro families when slaves were being
Table 5. Juvenile court age-adjusted delin¬

quency rates per 1,000 at risk for nonwhite
juveniles in Negro areas by income quartile
of census tract of residence and number of
parents in home, San Francisco, 1960

1 The difference in rates according to living arrange¬
ment was significant for males at the 1 percent level.

2 The difference in rates according to living arrange¬
ment was significant for males at the 5 percent level.
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imported from Africa. Female-based families
have not been studied adequately. Long (8)
points out the "missing or fragmentary" nature
of investigations of the psychologioal effects of
this type of family structure on Negro children.
These effects differ from effects of broken

families on white children. For example, in
the 10-year trial of the Glueck delinquency pre-
diction scale (9), the original criteria of "fam-
ily cohesiveness" had to be modified in order to
make the scale apply to Negro female-based
families. A parallel to our results was found
by Stetler (10) in a study of high school drop-
outs in Connecticut. He reported that "Sig-
nificantly, the type of family situation did not
differ markedly between Negro boys who
dropped out of school and those who remained ;"
in conltrast, the percentage of boys from one-
parent families was significantly higher for
white dropouts than white nondropouts.
Among white juveniles (and probably among

Chinese), the presence of two parents in the
home is associated with low delinquency rates.
Among Negro boys from low-income areas this
is not the case. Our previous observation (1)
that delinquency rates are lower for Negro boys
living with two parents than for those living
with one or no parent was reversed when ad-
justments were made for age and economic
level. These adjusted results and the female-
based structure of many low-income Negro
families suggest the hypothesis that the absence
of a parent is an independent factor associated
with juvenile delinquency only in a culture in
which the norm is a nuclear family.

Conclusions and Summary
Juvenile court delinquency records for San

Francisco in 1960 were studied to determine the
effect of the number of parents in a juvenile's
home on delinquency rates. Population esti-
mates derived from census data were used to
compute age-adjusted delinquency rates for
juveniles with two parents in the home and for
juveniles living with one or no parent.
White juveniles who lived with two parents

had lower delinquency rates than those with

other living arrangements. These results are
independent of age, sex, area of the city, and
probably of economic level. Nonwhite males
in the lowest economic quartile of the city
showed the opposite pattern. Negro (but not
Chinese) juveniles showed higher rates when
two parents were in the home than when one
or both were absent.
These observations suggest the hypothesis

that absence of a parent is independently asso-
ciated with high juvenile delinquency only in a
subculture where the norm is a nuclear family.
Further investigation is needed in subcultures
with other norms of family structure.
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