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UNITED STATES.
Circular.— Regulation te prevent the introduction of leprosy.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE SUPERVISING SURGEON-GENERAL, M.-H. S.
Washington, D. C., December 23, 1889.

To medical officers of the Marine- Hospital Service, collectors of customs, and
others concerned :

The national quarantine act approved April 29,1878, entitled ‘‘An
act to prevent the introduction of contagious or infectious diseases,’’
provides that no vessel or vehicle coming from any foreign port or
country where any contagious or infectious disease exists, or any vessel
or vehicle conveying persons or animals affected with any contagious
disease, shall enter any port of the United States or cross the houndary
line between the United States and any foreign country, exceptin such
manner as may be prescribed.

Attention is now directed to the increased prevalence of the conta-
gious disease known as leprosy,in several foreign countries, and the
danger of its increase in the United States thr0110h the immigration of
persons affected with leprosy, and by direction of the Secretary of the
Treasury the following regulation is framed under authority of the
foregoing act %11b3ect to the approval of the President, to protect the
people of the United States from the introduction of leprOsy :

1. Until further orders, no vessel shall be admitted to entry by any
officer of the customs until the master, owner or authorized agent of
the vessel shall produce a certificate from the health officer or quar-
antine officer at the port of entry, or nearest United States quarantine
officer, that no person affected with leprosy was on board the said vessel
when admitted to free pratique, or in case a leper was found on board
such vessel, that he or she with baggage has been removed from the
vessel and detained at the quarantine station.

2. Medical officers in command of United States quarantines are
hereby instructed to detain any person affected with leprosy found on
board any vessel, but such officer will permit the departure on out-
going vessels of persons detained at quarantine in pursuance of this
regulation, provided such vessel shall be bound to the foreign country
from which the said leper shall have last sailed.

JOHN B. HAMILTON,
Supervising Surgeon- General, Marine-Hospital Service.
Approved: WILLIAM WINDOM, Secretary.
Approved: BENJ. HARRISON.
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Special Reports.

U. S. MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE,
SURGEON’S OFFICE,
Boston, Mass., December 24, 1889.

Sir: T have the honor to inform you of the presence of influenza, or a
form of catarrhal fever, in this hospital. About one-third of the at-
tendants and quite a proportion of the patients are now suffering
from the disease.

The form is mild, and treatment by quinine seems to give the best
results. °

Very respectfully,
FAIRFAX IRWIN,
Surgeon, M.-H. 8.
SUPERVISING SURGEON-GENERAL,
U. S. MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE,
Washington, D. C.
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Consolidated mortality table of cities of the United States, compiled from weckly reports pub-
lished in the present volume.
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FOREIGN.

(Reports received through the Department of State and other channels.)

GREAT BRITAIN— England and Wales.—The deaths registered in 28
great towns of England and Wales during the week ended December 7
corresponded to an annual rate of 21.5 a thousand of the aggregate
population, which is estimated at 9,555,406. The lowest rate was re-
corded in Birkenhead, viz, 14.2, and the highest in Plymouth, viz,
36.7 a thousand. Diphtheria caused 5 deathsin Salford, 2 in Liver-
pool, 2 in Preston, 2 in New Castle-upon-Tyne, and 2 in Sheffield.

London.—One thousand six hundred and eighty-three deaths were
registered during the week, including measles, 41; scarlet fever, 24;
diphtheria, 47; whooping-cough, 47; enteric fever, 18; and diar-
rheea and dysentery, 12. The deaths from all causes corresponded
to an annual rate of 20.2 a thousand. Diseases of the respiratory
organs caused 432 deaths. In greater London 2,158 deaths were regis-
tered, corresponding to an annual rate of 20.0 a thousand of the popu-
lation. In the ‘‘outer ring’’ the deaths included measles, 10; ‘scarlet
fever, 7; diphtheria, 11; and whooping-cough, 12.

Ireland.-—The average annual death rate, represented by the deaths
registered during the week ended December 7, in the 16 principal
town districts of Ireland, was 27.0 a thousand of the population. The
lowest rate was recorded in Drogheda, viz, 8.5, and the highest in
Londonderry, viz, 37.4 a thousand. In Dublin and suburbs 188 deaths
were registered, including diphtheria, 1; measles, 2; enteric fever, 11 ;
typhus, 1; whooping-coug:h, 3; and diarrheea, 3. .

Scotland.—The deaths registered in eight principal towns during the
week ended December 7 corresponded to an annual rate of 23.9
a thousand of the population, which is estimated at 1,314.274. The
lowest mortality was recorded in Aberdeen, viz, 18.0, and the highest in
Paisley, viz, 26.6 a thousand. The aggregate number of deaths regis-
tered from all causes was 612, including measles, 11 ; scarlet fever, 13;
diphtheria, 9; whooping-cough, 20; fever, 4; and diarrheea, 10.

Malta and Gozo.—One hundred and seventy-eight deaths were regis-
tered during the first half of November, 1889, including diphtheria, 4
and dysentery, 2.

FRANCE—Marseilles.—Seven hundred and twenty-nine deaths were
registered during the month of November, 1889, including small-pox,
20 ; enteric fever, 27; scarlet fever, 4; diphtheria and croup, 28;
measles, 11 ; whooping-cough, 4; and diarrheea and enteritis, 52.
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CuBA—Havana.—Four deaths from yvellow fever were reported dur-
ing the week ended December 12, 1889.

Cardenas.—December 13, 1889. Cool weather and good health in
town and bay.
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Consohdated mortality table of foreign cities, compiled from weekly reports published in the
present volume.
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JOHN B. HAMILTON,
Supervising Surgeon-General, Marine- Hospital Service.



