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Abstract of Sanitary Reports received through the Department of State from
Soreign countries during the week ended August 17, 1888, and information
recetved through other channels.

(Published in accordance with section 4, act approved April 29, 1878.)

England and Wales.—The deaths registered in 28 great towns of Eng-
land and Wales during the week ended July 28 corresponded to an
annual rate of 15.8 a thousand of the aggregate population, which is
estimated at 9,398.273. The lowest rate was recorded in Derby,
viz., 8.1, and the highest in Halifax, viz., 25.4 a thousand. Small-pox
caused 3 deaths in Preston. Diphtheria caused 4 deaths in Manches-
ter, 4 in Liverpool, and 2 in Sunderland.

During the quarter ended June 30, 124,943 deaths were registered,
corresponding to an annual rate of 17.5 a thousand, including small-
pox, 310; diphtheria. 1,016 ; fever, 1,088 ; scarlet fever, 1,150 ; measles,
1,255 ; diarrheea, 1,511 ; and whooping-cough, 3,059.

London.—One thousand three hundred and eight deaths were
registered during the week, including small-pox, 1; measles, 40; scarlet
fever, 23; diphtheria, 21; whooping-cough, 30; enteric fever, 15;
diarrheea and dysentery, 89 ; simple cholera and choleraic diarrheea, 4.
Diseases of the respiratory organs caused 160 deaths; different forms
of violence, 63; and 12 suicides were registered. The deaths from
all causes corresponded to an annual rate of 15.9 a thousand. In
greater London 1,570 deaths were registered, corresponding to an an-
nual rate of 14.8 a thousand of the population. In the ‘‘outer ring”’
11 deaths from whooping-cough and 7 from diarrhcea were registered.

Ireland.—The average annual death rate represented by the deaths
registered during the week ended July 28 in the 16 principal town dis-
tricts of Ireland was 18.4 a thousand of the population. The lowest
rate was recorded in Armagh, viz., 5.2, and the highest in Kilkenny,
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viz., 29.6 a thousand. TIn Dublin 122 deaths were registered, including
whooping-cough, 1; enteric fever, 1; scarlet fever, 4; typhus, 1; and
dysentery, 1.

Scotland.—The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the week
ended July 28 corresponded to an annual rate of 15.3 a thousand of
the population, which is estimated at 1,314,274. The lowest mortality
was recorded in Aberdeen, viz., 10.9, and the highest in Paisley, viz.,
24.5 a thousand. The aggregate number of deaths registered from all
causes was 387, including measles, 5; scarlet fever, 3; diphtheria, 3;
whooping-cough, 6; fever, 3; and diarrhcea, 21.

Cadiz, Spain.—A dispatch from the United States consul dated July
19 contains a list of ports comprehended under the sanitary rules from
which all arrivals at those of the Spanish peninsula are subject to rig-
orous quarantine, including the Balearic Isles and Cento.

Americas, all ports of the Gulf of Mexico; all ports of the Antilles;
all of La Guayra and Costa Firme; on account of yellow fever vessels
leaving those ports between May 1 and September 30; Tampa, any
time ; yellow fever.

Asia, Persian Gulf; Levantine pest.

Cochin China, Saigon, China, all the empire except Emny ; cholera.

Philippines, Mindanao ; Anam, Tonquin; cholera.

The only changes which have been made since January 28 last are
in the Americas, being the ports of Brazil and all those of Chili omit-
ted, and -that of  Guayaquil, in Ecuador, added by royal order of May
12 last, on account of yellow fever.

Preston, England.—The United States consul at Liverpool, in his dis-
patech dated July 24, in reference to small-pox at Preston, states that
“‘there is good reason to believe that the epidemic is now dying out,
there having been a considerable diminution in the number reported.”

Santiago de Cuba.—The sanitary inspector reports for the week ended
July 21, 9 cases and 7 deaths from yellow fever, all at the military hos-
pital. ¢ No cases of it have appeared so far in the town or harbor.
Measles seems to be epidemiec, but causes nc deaths.” For the week
ended July 28 there are reported 7 cases and 4 deaths from yellow fever,
and 2 from diphtheria.

Havana, Cuba.—Thirty deaths from yellow fever and 1 from small-
pox are reported for the week ended August 4.  An increase over last
week of 13 deaths from yellow fever.

Montevideo.—Four hundred and twenty-one deaths were registered
during the month of May, 1888, including small-pox, 50; and enteric
and typhus fever, 11. '
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MORTALITY TABLE, FOREIGN CITIES.
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Brooklyn, N. Y.—The secretary of the board of health, in response to
an inquiry from this Bureau, telegraphed under date of August 11:
“Spanish bark ‘Maria Louisa,” from Havana, arrived at quarantine
July 30, Brooklyn, August 2. One death August 2, suspicious;
another August 5. Autopsy, vellow fever. Bark ordered away from
city and quarantine notified.”’

The health officer of the port, under date of August 6, gave hisropinion
that the disease was not yellow fever.

Cape Charles Quarantine Station, Va.—Acting Assistant Surgeon
Clarkson telegraphed—

August 17: ‘“Have quarantined British steamer ‘Athens,’” seven
days from Pensacolato Newport News. Found on board case of heema-
temesis with collapse. Too ill for transportation. Am fumigating
vessel.”’

Directions have been given to hold the vessel in quarantine for
further observation. ‘
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Delaware Breakwater Quarantine Station.—Acting Assistant Surgeon
Wm. P. Orr telegraphed under date of August 15: ‘‘ British steamer
¢ Ardangorm,’ from Havana for Philadelphia, came in last night. Lost
steward at Havana and engineer during passage with yellow fever.
Crew all well on arrival. Brig ‘Sagua,’ from Sagua la Grande, also in
quarantine, on account of suspicious death before arrival.”’

Goldsboro’, N. C.—A suspicious case from Jacksonville is isolated 3
miles from Goldsboro*.

Tampa, Fla.—Dr. J. P. Wall telegraphed—

August 12: “Yellow fever here. Diagnosis positive in 4 cases;
others mild ; some tendency to spread, and likely to be epidemie.
May need relief measures and use of hospital built last year.”

August 13: “Two suspicious cases since last report; one death.
Tendency to epidemic. Only semi-weekly communication now with
Manatee. No sickness in Plant City.”

August 14: ‘“One suspicious case and one death to-day. No sick-
ness at Plant City.”

August 16 : ‘‘One death ; no new cases.”’

Manatee, Fla.—Surgeon R. D. Murray telegraphed as follows:
August 10: ‘““Three cases on the 9th; 2 casesforthe 10th. No cases
at Palmetto ; nearly all people there gone.”

Jacksonville, Fla.—Dr. Neal Mitchell, president of the board of health,
telegraphed as follows:

August 13: “For last 24 hours, new cases, 4; deaths, 1 (Thomas
Gelder) ; under treatment, 20—total number of cases, 25; total number
of deaths, 4.”

August 14: “For 24 hours ending 6 p. m., new cases, 3; deaths,
none; under treatment, 23—total number of cases to date, 28; total
number of deaths to date, 4.”

August 15: ‘“For 24 hours ending 6 p. m., new cases, none; deaths,
none; under treatment, 23.” '

August 16: ‘‘For 24 hours ending 6 p. m., new cases, none; deaths,
none; recovered, 3; under treatment, 20—total number of cases to
date, 28; total number of deaths, 4.”

August 16 : ‘“None need rations. Private contributions sufficient.
Only two Boulogne tickets sold since establishment of refuge station.”

PRECAUTIONS TAKEN TO PREVENT FURTHER SPREAD OF THE
DISEASE.—Fumigation stations are now open at Chattahoochee, Fla.,

and Du Pont, Ga., in addition to that at Way Cross. These stations are
not in immediate connection with the railway depots, but are some
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distance down the railroad towards Florida. The one at Chattahoochee
is at River Junction, about two miles from Chattahoochee. This sta-
tion is under the charge of Assistant Surgeon Geddings, of the Marine
Hospital Service. The one at Du Pont is at present under the general
direction of Passed Assistant Surgeon Urquhart, whose headquarters
are at Way Cross.

These fumigation stations are constructed from ‘‘box’’ cars, which

- are divided into two compartments by upright planking. In each com-
partment thus made, wire-netting shelves are placed at regular intervals
as thickly as practicable. 'When articles are to be tumigated they are
loosely scattered on the shelves, and subjected to fumes of burning sul-
phur. Other cars similarly shelved have been provided for the railway
mail service, and clerks in that service open the mail-bags, puncture
the letters and scatter them upon the wire shelves.

The cars, being movable, can be shifted from place to place, and the
passage-way between the broad doors gives ample room for the shifting
of baggage. Passengers coming North from an infected town must
pass a short period of observation in the detention camp near Boulogne.
From other towns in Florida they may pass the inspectors. but are not
allowed to stop at any southern point by reason of local guarantine
regulations.

The refuge camp near Boulogne is under command of Passed Assist-
ant Surgeon Guitéras. Persons from Jacksonville and other infected
points falling sick at this camp will be returned to Jacksonville by
the first train. It has been supplied with tents and cooking-utensils,
and the hardships of detention will be reduced as much as possible.
Persons unable to bring rations will be furnished them while under-
going detention, but it is probable that only those able to buy tickets
will avail themselves of the camp. Ten days at the camp will be re-
quired to enable one to pass the inspectors and come North. The in-
spectors have been provided with conductors’ punches, and they punch
and issue to each passenger a ticket showing to what points bound,
where from, date, number of pieces of baggage, and the name of the
inspector. The traveler must also sign his name to the ticket as a
means of identification.

The situation in Florida is calming down, but the panic is still very
great. Notwithstanding the death rate in Jacksonville is small, and
that it has at no time been great, either at Tampa, Manatee, or Plant
City, yet the fears of the people in the adjoining towns are such as to
lead them to establish rigid ‘‘shot-gun’’ quarantines in many places.

This panic, in many cases worse than the yellow fever itself, it is
hoped to quell by furnishing a complete system of inspection under
Government auspices. At the same time,such internal measures of
sanitation as seem to be necessary will be resorted to wherever the
local forces are inadequate to properly perform the work. At Jack-
sonville the Duval County Board of Health are doing their utmost to
stamp out the disease, and it is hoped that their efforts may be success-
ful. It is too soon to speak with positiveness of the origin of the epi-
demic, but it is quite probable that the case of McCormick, imported
from Plant City, was not the first case at Jacksonville. Rumors of
yellow fever at Jacksonville had been prevalent for several weeks.
It isnow known definitely that the first cases in Tampa last fall were
brought by a schooner engaged in smuggling.
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Lowell, Mass.
Nashville, Tenn
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Haverh)ll Mass. ..
Jackson, Mich ..
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JOHN B. HAMILTON,
Supervising Surgeon-General, Marine-Hospital Service.



