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Ninth Revision of ICD, Volume 1, Is Available

* The Manual of the International
Statistical Classification of Diseases,
Injuries, and Causes of Death (ICD)
has been revised according to the de-
cisions of the International Conference
for the Ninth Revision. The new edition
comes into force on January 1, 1979.
The alphabetical index, which will form
the second volume, is in preparation.

This revision marks a new step in a
continuing process whose goal is the
international comparability of mortality
and morbidity statistics. Beginning in
1893, when the International Institute
of Statistics adopted the first Inter-
national Classification of Causes of
Death, this institute made decennial
revisions-in 1900, 1909, 1920, 1929,
and 1938 (the last two having been the
joint responsibility of the Institute and
the Health Section of the League of
Nations). After 1946 the World Health
Organization assumed responsibility
for revisions, carrying out the sixth re-
vision in 1948 (which for the first time
grouped into a single system the
causes of mortality and morbidity) and
the seventh in 1955.
Among the major modifications in-

troduced in the ninth revision are
dual classifications of some diagnoses,
with a primary code for etiology and a
secondary one for manifestations; a
glossary for mental diseases, which is
intended to help in the establishment
of comparable psychiatric diagnoses
in the different countries using the
ICD; the classification of tumors
according to morphology; recommen-
dations for the adoption of a new cer-
tificate for perinatal mortality; interna-
tional rules for the classification of
causes of morbidity; and a more flexi-
ble system of tabulation lists for mor-
tality or morbidity.

Although the structure of the ICD
has remained basically the same,
the amendments are directed toward
greater detail and also reflect changes
in medical knowledge. A new rule for
the classification of mortality has been
added in the ninth revision that will
permit the coding of deaths attributa-
ble to errors and accidents in medical
care. Also, more precise rules are
given for coding malignant neoplasms.

For the next decade, the ninth re-
vision will provide the basis for the

classification of diseases, injuries, and
causes of death throughout the world
and will form part of the essential
library of medical statisticians and rec-
ords officers and of hospitals, health
offices, social security administrations,
and other agencies compiling morbid-
ity and mortality statistics.

V
Manual of the International Statistical
Classification of Disease, Injuries, and
Causes of Death, Volume 1. XXXIII +
773 pages. $12. WHO Publications
Center, 9 Sheridan Ave., Albany, N.Y.
12210. (Will be published also in
French, Spanish, and Russian.)

education note

Program management principles and
their application in tuberculosis con-
trol. The Center for Disease Control is
offering a 1-week course, "Tuberculosis
Today" to improve job performance of
program management and training per-
sonnel in tuberculosis. Focusing on pro-
gram management principles and their
application in tuberculosis control, the
course's emphasis is on defining prob-
lems, determining causes, formulating
objectives, selecting methods, and eval-
uating solutions. A special session on
solving performance problems is given
to persons responsible for training. In
addition, sessions to review current clini-
cal knowledge on tuberculosis are held
throughout the course.

Small group discussions, led by ex-
perienced leaders, enable students to
participate actively in the learning proc-
ess. Since there are no lectures, prepara-
tion will be necessary for each class
through individual study materials.
A fee for attendance is payable after

the applicant is notified of acceptance.
All health employees of Federal, State,
and local agencies are eligible for waiver
of fees for CDC training courses when
their training is in the public interest.
Such employees need to submit a written
request for waiver of fee on their or-
ganization's letterhead. The letter should
contain a statement that the person or
persons for whom the waiver is requested
is employed by the organization. Persons

not eligible for waiver under these
general conditions should write the
Tuberculosis Control Division, Center
for Disease Control. The applicant or
his employer is responsible for all travel
costs and living expenses.

Enrollment is limited to persons re-
sponsible for managing or directing tu-
berculosis control programs or for train-
ing health professionals in tuberculosis
control programs or infectious diseases.
Applications must be received by the
Tuberculosis Control Division 2 months
before the desired course. Written con-
firmation of enrollment will be mailed
to applicants after enrollment closes.
The courses are approved for 32

credit hours by the American Medical
Association. One will be held in Atlanta,
Ga., June 12-16, 1978, and another Sept.
18-22, 1978, at a location to be an-
nounced later.

Applications submitted by State and
local health department personnel must
be approved by the State health depart-
ment and forwarded to the Center for
Disease Control through the appropri-
ate DHEW Regional Office. Further in-
formation and applications from other
personnel should be approved by the
appropriate agency chief or supervisor
and mailed directly to the Center for
Disease Control, Bureau of State Services,
Attn.: TB Control Division, Atlanta,
Ga. 30333.
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