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C The National Health Planning
and Resources Development Act is
a landmark health law. Enacted in
January 1975, it authorizes the
creation of a variety of mechanisms
to move the nation toward more
equal access to quality health care
at reasonable cost. The papers on
health planning in this issue of
Public Health Reports describe the
considerable progress made by the
new program. They also discuss
some of the issues and problems
health planners will face in the
future.

EC The act is complex, mandating
35 tasks. But its most important job
is to assure equal access to high
quality health care at reasonable
cost. It will consolidate and elimi-
nate weak, ineffective programs
which grew up trying to solve local
problems in the regulation, distribu-
tion, and location of certain kinds
of health resources.

E] These piecemeal efforts will be
replaced by a network of local
health systems agencies (HSAs)
and State health planning agencies.
I believe that the HSAs offer local
communities a potentially powerful
tool for overseeing the rational de-
velopment of health care facilities
and services of a high quality which
truly reflect local need.

LI The local and State planning
agencies will have unprecedented
control over the development of
health services. The local agencies,
for example, are required to review
and then approve or disapprove
applications for Federal health pro-
gram funds. They will periodically
review the appropriateness of all
existing institutional health serv-
ices in their areas. They are author-
ized to fund development of health
resources called for in their plans.
This is the first time that planning
agencies have been given authority

for implementation in addition to
planning.

II The health systems agencies
throughout the nation and the Na-
tional Council on Health Planning
and Development will come into
being later this year. Part of the
Council's mission will be to develop
recommendations for a national
health planning policy.

D A major strength of the law is
its emphasis on participation in
health planning by all segments
of the health care system-physi-
cians, hospital officials, and other
direct providers, third party payers,
health education institutions, gov-
ernment, and consumers. Only
with the participation of all these
concerned segments can we trans-
late the rhetoric of legislation to a
rational, cost-effective health care
system that serves all our citizens.

Theodore Cooper, MD
Assistant Secretary for Health
U.S. Department of Health,

Education and Welfare

Cover-A multitude of
disciplines are engaged
in planning for the
nation's health, as
indicated in the 11
papers in the health
planning section of this
issue of Public Health
Reports.
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Call for Papers
For Medical Care Section
Of 1976 APHA Meeting

* Anyone wishing to contribute a
paper to the program of the Medical
Care Section at the next annual meet-
ing of the American Public Health As-
sociation (to be held October 17-21,
1976, in Miami Beach, Fla.) may ob-
tain standard abstract forms from up-
coming issues of the American Journal
of Public Health and the Nation's
Health or by writing Julia A. James,
Westridge Gardens 11, 5201 S.W. West-
gate Dr., Suite 114, Port., Oreg. 97221.

Abstracts on all topics are invited,
but papers relating to cost effective-
ness/productivity or the impact of the
economy on the health care delivery
system are of special interest.
The deadline for submitting ab-

stracts is March 15, 1976. Authors
whose abstracts are selected for fur-
ther consideration will be asked to sub-
mit a short outline or draft (3 to 5
pages) in the spring. Final selections
will be made from the outlines.

Call for Papers for Symposium
In 1976 on "Women at Work"

* Papers for a California symposium
on "Women at Work" are being sought
by the City of Hope National Medical
Center in Duarte, Calif. The Sept. 29-
Oct. 1, 1976, meeting will focus on
sexual limitations in different occupa-
tions and on the dangers that each
sex faces in exposure to potentially
harmful materials, as well as on the
sociological, psychological, and legal
restrictions on women in various occu-
pations. The symposium will try to
formulate recommendations on health
care policies for employers, labor
groups, and government agencies.

Attendance will not be limited to
persons who submit papers. A sum-
mary of the conference, with recom-
mendations, is to be presented at a
later seminar sponsored by the City of
Hope and the School of Business, City
University of New York.

Papers for the symposium with an
abstract of approximately 200 words
should be submitted before March 1,
1976, to E. R. Plunkett, MD, City of
Hope National Medical Center, 1500
East Duarte Road, Duarte, Calif. 91010.

education notes Announcements for publication
should be forwarded to Public Health
Reports 6 months in advance of
the deadline date for application
for admission or financial ald,
whichever Is earlier.

Executive development program on
management and community aspects of
accountability. An educational program
on "Accountability: Management and
Community Aspects" is scheduled by the
Department of Health Administration
of the School of Public Health, Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. The courses will be presented in
modules. The concepts module, which
will be offered twice, will deal with the
nature and implications of accounta-
bility and will explore contemporary
management and policy approaches that
can serve as a response to accountability.
A followup workshop module will be

available to 24 persons selected from
participants in the concepts module. It
will focus on the strategies, methods,
and skills needed to facilitate applica-
tion of selected management concepts.
Both modules are intended for experi-
enced health and human service ad-
ministrators.
The concepts module will be offered

March 7-12 and May 24-29, 1976. The
workshop module is scheduled for May
30-June 6, 1976. Detailed information
is available from James A. Savage, Jr.,
Department of Health Administration,
School of Public Health, University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, North
Carolina 27514. Or phone (919) 966-
4091.

Conference on implications of develop-
mental disabilities. A 2-day conference
entitled "Developmental Disabilities:
Psychological and Social Implications,"
which is designed to enhance the knowl-
edge and sensitivity of professionals pro-
viding services to persons with learning
disabilities, is being sponsored by the
Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions-
School of Hygiene and Public Health.
The meeting will honor former depart-
ment chairman Paul V. Lemkau and is
scheduled for March 1-2, 1976, at the
University's Turner Auditorium in Bal-
timore, Md.

Conference participants will receive
14 credit hours in category I towards
the Physician's Recognition Award of
the American Medical Association.
Other types of professional continuing
education credit have been applied for
but not yet granted. Further informa-
tion and application forms are available
from Program Coordinator, Office of

Continuing Education, Turner Auditor-
ium, Room 17, 720 Rutland Ave., Bal-
timore, Md. 21205, or call (301) 955-
3168 or -5880.

Symposum on Diabetes and Other En-
docrine Disorders During Pregnancy and
in the Newborn Infant. A symposium
on the perinatal physiology of diabetes
and other hormonal disorders is sche-
duled for April 1-2, 1976, in New York
City. The meeting, sponsored by the
National Foundation-March of Dimes
and presented by the Cornell University
Medical Center, should be of interest to
physicians, nurses, dietitians, nutri-
tionists, medical students, and interns.

Dr. Maria I. New, professor of pedia-
trics at the center, and Dr. Robert H.
Fiser, Jr., chairman of the Department
of Pediatrics at the University of
Arkansas Medical Sciences Campus,
will co-chair the event.
The major topics scheduled for dis-

cussion are diabetes and carbohydrate
regulation in the fetus and newborn,
gonadotrophins and growth factors,
steroid hormones during pregnancy and
in the newborn, and thyroid and para-
thyroid hormones.

For additional information and regis-
tration forms, contact the National
Foundation-March of Dimes, 622 Third
Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017. Or phone
(212) 682-6430.

Conference on management information
systems. A conference entitled "State
of the Art" will focus on meeting the
specific needs of public and community
health agencies at various levels of ex-
perience with management information
systems. Scheduled to be held March
15-17, 1976, in Washington, D.C., the
conference will be conducted by the
Council of Home Health Agencies and
the Community Health Services of the
National League for Nursing under a
$60,409 contract from the Division of
Nursing, Health Resources Administra-
tion. The contract is the third awarded
by the Division to the League for devis-
ing new approaches for automatic data
processing systems.
The conference is scheduled to in-

clude reports on current management
information system activity; grants and
funding; data needs, budgeting, and
costing; billing and cash flow problems;
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quality controls; systems management;
use of data for planning and evaluation;
and the role of medical records
librarians.

Further information and application
blanks are available from the National
League for Nursing, 10 Columbus Cir-
cle, New York, N.Y. 10019. Telephone
(212) 582-1022.

Devereux Foundation fellowships and
internships. A limited number of pre-
doctoral internships and postdoctoral
fellowships in clinical psychology are
available at the Devereux Foundation
in Devon, Pa. The foundation, which is
comprised of a group of residential
treatment, therapeutic education, and
rehabilitation centers, offers 12-month
internships that provide training and
experience with mentally and emotion-
ally handicapped children, adolescents,
and young adults with learning and
personal adjustment problems.
The training and experience offered

include psychodiagnostics, psychother-
apy, crisis intervention, milieu therapy,
and residential treatment techniques.
Clinical experience may be offered at
special Devereux intensive treatment
and educational facilities.

Preference will be given to candi-
dates from APA-approved clinical psy-
chology programs who have had a
broad academic training base and super-
vised clinical practicum experience in
psychodiagnostics. The experience
should include use of projective tech-
niques and psychotherapy. Postdoctoral
candidates must offer advanced clinical
preparation, including a prior full-time
clinical internship or equivalent super-
vised clinical experience. Candidates
should apply as soon as possible since
the deadline is January 10, 1976. Some
applications will be accepted after the
deadline.

Recipients of the awards will receive
a combined stipend and housing allow-
ance ranging from $5,000 to $7,500 if
they are U.S. citizens, $3,600 of which
will be tax exempt. Unmarried recip-
ients are also provided with meals.

Further information is available from
Dr. Henry Platt, Director, Devereux
Foundation, Institute of Clinical Train-
ing, Devon, Pa. 19333.
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