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OWhen the Alcohol, Drug Abuse,
and Mental Health Administration
(ADAMHA) came into being 2
years ago, its origin and organiza-
tion reflected dynamics that had
been taking place over several years
in the fields of alcoholism and drug
abuse.

OLess than a decade ago, the
alcohol and drug programs in the
National Institute of Mental
Health both grew rapidly in budget
and responsibilities, responding on
one hand to a long-standing and
serious problem that had been to a
large extent ignored and, on the
other, to a sudden bursting on the
scene of widespread experimenta-
tion and use of illegal drugs, from
marihuana to heroin.
OEstablishment of ADAMHA was
recognition of the independent
needs and purposes of the three
programs now administered by the
National Institute on Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism, the
National Institute on Drug Abuse,
and the National Institute of Men-
tal Health—three separate and
equal Institutes which collaborate
and coordinate their programs
within the parent Administration.
OFrom the standpoint of Federal
support, the alcohol program is the
youngest of the three. It deals with
an age-old problem that is huge in
scope. Alcoholism or problem
drinking today afflicts an estimated
9 million Americans, and directly
or indirectly affects another 36
million persons in the United
States. Alcohol-related problems
are the cause of more than 85,000
deaths in the United States each
year, including almost half of the
more than 50,000 persons killed an-
nually in highway accidents. The

total economic loss to the nation
from alcohol problems is an es-
timated $25 billion annually.

OlIn its programs to reduce this
enormous toll, the National
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism (NIAAA) has projected
two principal goals. The most im-
mediate is to assist in making the
best alcoholism treatment and
rehabilitation services available at
the community level. The longer
range goal is to develop effective
methods of preventing alcoholism
and problem drinking. To achieve
these objectives, the NIAAA
fosters, develops, conducts, and
supi:)orts broad programs in
research, training, development of
community services, and public
education.

OBecause alcohol problems im-
pinge and interfere in every sector
of society, the Institute encourages
collaborative efforts to deal with the
problems wherever they arise. It is
currently funding a 3-year project
to expand alcohol information
programs throughout the country
and set them up where none
presently exist, in close cooperation
»with community leaders.

Another 3-year project will
promote the establishment of occu-
pational alcoholism programs in at
least 90 major businesses and in-
dustries with a total roster of more
than a million employees. Oc-
cupational programs are among the
most successful in the alcoholism
field, with recovery rates often ex-
ceeding 80 percent.

OAnd, with the goal of reducing
the number of deaths and injuries
caused by drinking drivers, the
NIAAA conducts a major
collaborative program with the

National Highway Traffic §
Administration of the Dep:
of Transportation—a fi
collaboration which recalls th
teragency collaboration in the
of Philadelphia which resultg
the report entitled ‘‘Undeg
Influence. . .” in this issue of §
Health Reports.
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This may be the last issue of PUB-
LIC HEALTH REPORTS that you
receive. To economize on printing
costs, our complementary mailing
list is being circularized. If you
have not returned the yellow card
sent to all addressees on the com-
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receiving the journal, act now.
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ty, increasing noise levels, and improved
medical care that prolongs the life of
people assaulted by various diseases
and injuries associated with hearing im-
pairments—outweigh those factors that
tend to reduce the prevalence—such as
Improved surgical treatment of conduc-
tive hearing impairment. Dr. Schein’s
conclusion, however, is presented in a
context which recognizes that national
data to confirm or deny the conclusions
are not available.

As to the causes of hearing im-
pairments, precise estimates are, again,
not possible. Surveys of the hearing-
impaired, including the Health Interview
Survey, have consistently found that a
large percentage of people are unable to
state with any precision the cause of their
hearing impairment.

Hearing Aids

A question about the possession of
hearing aids was first included in the

1958—-59 Health Interview Survey. At that
time 1,161,000 persons, or 6.8 persons
per 1,000 in the general population,
possessed a hearing aid. About 56 per-
cent of these people were age 65 or
older. In the 1971 survey, respondents
were asked whether any family members
residing in the household used a hearing
aid. Use of a hearing aid was estimated
for 1,695,000 persons, or 8.8 per 1,000 in
the population. Of these users, 61 per-
cent were 85 or older. If we put aside the
influence of any difference between
possessing and using a hearing aid, the
rates indicate an approximate 29 percent
Increase in the use of a hearing aid dur-
ing this period.

Excerpted from testimony presented by
Dr. Philip S. Lawrence, deputy director,
and Dr. Peter Ries, statistician, National
Center for Health Statistics, before the
Subcommittee on Government Regula-
tion, Senate Select Committee on Small
Business, May 20, 1975.

education notes

International Congress of School and
University Health and Medicine. Mexico
City will host the Seventh International
Congress of School and University Medicine
November 24-28, 1975. The scientific
program will include plenary sessions,
group discussions, and free papers on
“School Health Today—Prospectives,”
‘““Most Frequent Pathology Among
Students,”” and ‘‘Student Health In-
surance.” The International Union of
School and University Health and
Medicine, the University of Mexico, and the
Mexican Ministry of Education invite par-
ticipation from health departments of
schools and universities, general and school
physicians, psychologists, odontologists,
nurses, social workers, and professional
health personnel.

For further information, also about a
travel program, contact Medical Congress
Coordinators, 375 Park Ave., New York,
N.Y. 10022 (telephone: 212-752-2770).

Debate on basic issues in emergency
medical services. A debate on the basic
issues in emergency medical services, spon-
sored by the Public Safety Officers Founda-
tion and the American Medical Association,
has been rescheduled for Nov. 16, 1975, in
Chicago. The fee of $40 includes luncheon.
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Announcements for publication
should be forwarded to Public Health
Reports 6 months in advance of

the deadline date for application

for admission or financial aid,
whichever is earlier.

Contact PSOF, Suite 2024, (phone 312: 346-
9185). Sharon Sparacino, RN, is the project
coordinator.

Graduate level training program in dental
public health. The University of Minnesota
School of Public Health’s program in dental
public health has been awarded a training
grant to support dentists and dental
hygienists during a 2-year graduate level
training program in special interest areas.
The program will allow students, upon com-
pletion of basic dental public health and
public health course work, to obtain
specialized knowledge and skills in dental
health services administration and planning,
dental health education, or the teaching of
community health at dental and dental
hygiene schools. The program will include
concentrated course work in the special in-
terest area and an appropriate field place-
ment.

Dentists and dental hygienists with
bachelor degrees who are U.S. citizens or
permanent residents and are graduates of
accredited institutions are eligible for the
program. For further information, write Dr.
Lester E. Block, Director, Public Health
Program, School of Public Health, Universi-
ty of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 55455.
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pages.
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ty International Center for Advanced Study
in the Health Sciences. By Frederick F. Kao,
MD, PhD. DHEW Publication No. (NIH) 75-
770. 1975; 141 pages; $1.75 (Stock No. 017-053-
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pages; $1.15.
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