
anU 1ue incureausigiy impijJorLtant
requirements for linkages with com-
munity and agency partners. The aca-
demic sector is no exception..

IMPROVING
LINKAGES AND

LATI
SHIPS

BETWEEN IEMA
AN NE RS

IN PUBLIC HEALTH
For ov a decade, the fedel govern-

ment and gauate schW s of publ
health have been encouraging

THE FORMATION
OF THE COUNCIL
OF PUBLIC HEALTH
PRACTICE
COORDINATORS
In 1992, the Asociation of Schools of
Public Healtho(APH) to advance these

rs, estaished the Couni of Pub-

Health PrieC. The

Council's purpose is to promote acade-

mic-practice linkages and a greater
commitment to scholarship np

alt e t area
ng d

public health practice ad for explo-
ration of innovative methods to incor-
porate pDrinciples of public health
practice wihin the researich, teach-
ing, and service agendas in the gradu-
ate schols of public health (SPH).
Practice coordinators perform liaison
functions, not only with official public
health agencies (e.g., state and local
health departments), but also with
community-based health organiza-
tions, managed care organizations,
and the federal government. The
group also serves as a link for practi-
tionersAin the field to access
resources and explore collaborative
ventures with fulty and administra-
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tors in the SP, and advises s ing i bjectives and advancin
deans on issues relevantto0adm pg on Itsagendas. 770
public health Dractice. A SPII

Support from the ~Bureau~ofHealth Professions of HRSA and the
Public Helt Prctc Proga of-fice IM O T N
(PHPPO) of the ~CDC* ha prvdeth CO N I ME T GS A O I T ON F
Council with opportunities to examie A OUTCOMES S OF
scholarship, curricula and
organizational issues reladtoexe -PUBLI HEALTH
lence inpractice-basedrTesearch, Each year, HRSA-upportedwo
teaching, andser shops have been co-sponsored by a

Progress has been mad toward scholb of publichealth. The1995
expanding existing linkages with meetig, heldin South Car-:
agencies and the communit For o focused on mdels of Inn In 1996, the Practice Council
example, public health anc1bene ,practice aie delibration assigned awork gup to intensify
fit byreceivngtechnicalssistae i the -defiitioa future of peforts to -a-dd s b oneand
research: and evaluatoion froml6 the health practi t, abo, intcluding review of
schools, while academic Institutions practice coordinators. In 1996,the the acadeic re in public health
gain from the practice sectors' meetingwas heiMas ice and hte role of pracice in
involvement in the designand provi- chusett to n in wrkonexai- cdemia. Furheor i the same
Sion of edu4cation tramining an fi6eld-in the barrier and obtce ofr er RAsosrdameigo
placemenit programs. This. syeg hraheigaaei ulchealh tewrgopinSvna,Goga
among the SPH and practitioners practice objctif pn eforts re red to complte a
results in more relevant education for lic health. As a res040t the Council Council document entitled Demon-
students preparing for cares In the established a set of benchmar*kn stratin Ecelence in Acddemic

pulchealth workforc and for con- caOrs ofbrIero progrssadrc ulcHat Pratie. Addtionaly

health workforce to perform the The00X Brriers Chrt ha sinc V0VanotherCouncill workgroupf was
essential services of publicheth. been used by the il to sustain established to create an annual

Furthermore, communits and enmomentum andnmonitor progess: awards progam to identify and
agencies t fom thei a toward accomplishigannual bc rasignant accom hents

contribution prvded to them by thie 0t0ives-. Several arrer, or area by fauly prcttines and stdents
faculty and student iterns/fllows n i improv were identi- nadicpbl healthpractice.
and by the long-term expertise rom fd,r and many of these have been The CD-sponsored Cal W. Tyler, Jr
studentswh odecide to sekemploy- addebssed through subiequentmeeSt- Awardfotar E lnce in Pubc Health
ment in their organizations upon intguand designated workprgroup Praciw ewas initiated is year to
graduaton . activitoies. Theyinclude the needsto: honrt- e reirent of iTyletfrom

TheCourncil schedules two to )dvelsoadiio fsc larhip outstadin ad dedicated public
three meetings annually. One takes tandpractice; 2)promote faculty health servicewh le he wahassistant
place during-thefall ASPH andrAme-r ineies and c tmnt to ph a c director fr ademic prrams at
can Public Health Asstocation meet- tice;s3) supportuhesdevelopmequentof00 Award forcPHPPOc In Pub.eHl
ingst Otherannualmeeatings have pciceased c studies ak cur- atis Iyear'nsawadroized stu-
occurred with support from HRSA riculum improvement; 4) advanc dent achevt and the ftr
a n dCDC. Fr example,fortevveadership developm t and prac- entothe wardw esNicktodlasDuca,
years the CDC-sponsored Council tice;: 5)assess workforeicapaci0ty, MA,who wishin Ah/sCDi/AstDR
meetings in conjunction ith te CDC skl and competenc neds; 6) imea Public Health System liow at the
PartneringMeetin , andPaHRSAsup- sureecvommunityd helth status andc 0Netional CtraforHdei SDgrandaTB
ported: annual conferceinces have ned and, 7)support managed care Prit in Divi f T
assisted the Council in further defin- and curriculum deelopment.a losisElimination. Nick is concurrently
AccidationoedL of SoolS of Pubic Heuathv* 1640)Latreet, Sut t20004,Wah ngttonDC2003nth6

andCD. brexmpe fi evra ladiWpd000iiM ndOka~~eit f ie4~0 wa N&6" &tca
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*The Council wishes to acknowledge

Edward Baker, MD, MPH, Director, Public

Health Practice Program Office at the CDC,

and Ronald Merrill, MHA, Chief, Public

Health and Dental Education Branch at the

Bureau of the Health Professions, HRSA for

their support of Council activities.

Dr. Wright is chair of the ASPH Council
of Public Health Practice Coordinators.
Ms. Weist is director of education and
practice programs at ASPH. Capt. Stern
is a HRSA Project Officer.

VOLUME 114


