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TO OUR READERS:

t has been a remarkable year at Public Health Reports. After 27 years at

PHR, Marian Tebben retired and we miss her. Marion Hearon, who

retired, is no longer here to help us. We have moved the editorial offices to

Boston, forcing ourselves off the typewriter and abruptly into electronic
communication technology. And, as you see in this issue, the journal has been
redesigned.

We want to thank everyone who has made the new look possible: Paris Pac-
chione and his staff from the Technical Services Branch, Donna Young and Lisa
Mongelluzzo; Glenn Pierce at The Magazine Group for his design talent and
expertise; and our consultant here in Boston, Robin Chase. For those who follow
typography, you will see that the page is slightly larger and our new typeface is
Adobe Caslon.

We have also begun to incorporate new content, starting with feature articles
and commentaries of broad general interest. New departments have begun to
appear in recent issues. Policy and scientific contributions from the field, which
remain at the core of the journal, are becoming better and more timely. For this
we thank our contributing editors in public health agencies throughout the Fed-
eral Government. These improvements will continue in upcoming issues.

Every day, we get immediate reactions from our authors with whom we work
to make their manuscripts accurate, short, crisp, and readable. We would like to
hear from our readers as well. Please send comments to us at <phr@phsbos.ssw.
dhhs.gov> or to the Editor, Public Health Reports, Room 1875, JFK Federal
Building, Boston, MA 02203.
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Public Health Reports will send a copy of our
Instructions and Information for Authors in response
to e-mail and telefax requests.
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In Upcoming Issues

INJURED AT WORK: WHO SHOULD PAY?

Jay Himmelstein, Kathleen Rest
Injured employees with health plans are treated through a different health delivery
system paid for by a redundant insurance.

Commentary by Senator Edward M. Kennedy

IS THE SHIFT TO OUTPATIENT CARE SOUND MEDICAL PRACTICE?
Sarah Q. Duffy. Dean E. Farley
Between 1980 and 1987, fully one half of the 37 most commonly performed inpatient

procedures were shifted to outpatient services. Which ones, how, and why?

THE MiSGUIDED QUEST TO TURN INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
GRADUATES INTO PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS
Leslie W. Howard, Karen A. Garman, Rose-Elaine McCann
Whats sounds like a good idea to legislators and laypeople has

failed repeatedly in practice.

Commentary by Fitzhugh Mullan

LESSONS FROM THE GEORGIA FLOODS
J. Jarrett Clinton and his colleagues

When the next natural disaster strikes, will we respond better?

DETECTING FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME
Surveillance for Fetal Alcohol Syndrome in Colorado
Lisa A. Miller, Tufail Shaikh, Carol Stanton, et al.
An important part of the neglected public health agenda—preventing birth defects.

Commentary by James Hanson

CLEANING UP THE QUAGMIRE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DATABASES
Christopher A. Paulu, David M. Ozonaff; Patricia Coogan

Centralizing environmental databases can speed the diagnosis of a community’s ills.
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