Maternal and Child Health

“This program has as its major goal the
provision of health services to mothers and
children. Through assistance to States, locali-
ties, and nonprofit groups it directs primary
attention to (a) reducing infant mortality and
otherwise promoting the health of mothers
and children, and (b) locating, diagnosing,
and treating children who are suffering from
crippling or handicapping illnesses.

“Formula grants are made to States for
maternal and child health services and crip-
pled children’s services. In 1974, funds pre-
viously allocated for project grants will be
folded into the State formula grants, and spe-
cified by the authorizing legislation.”

The legislation cited in the Budget is in-
cluded in title V of the Social Security Act
and provides that, with this transition, each
State plan for maternal and child health serv-
ice must incorporate a program of projects
including Maternity and Infant Care, Com-
prehensive Health Services for Preschool and
School Age Children, Dental Care, Intensive
Care for Newborn Infants and Family Plan-
ning. All these special projects, with the ex-
ception of family planning, have been ad-
ministered by the Maternal and Child Health
Service.

A breakdown of funds projected for
maternal and child health in FY 1974 shows
$153,051,000 for maternal and child health
services (an increase of $92,273,000 over
the 1973 estimate); $64,900,000 for serv-
ices for crippled children (the same as in
1973); $6,035,000 for research, and $15,-
882,000 for training, the same as in the
1973 estimates), and $4,340,000 in direct
operations.

—Excerpted from President Nixon’s budget
message to Congress, January 29, 1973.

The Martin Luther King, Jr. General
Hospital, opened in April 1972, is the
first public hospital located in the
Watts section of Los Angeles. Before
it was built, residents of south-central
Los Angeles had to travel approxi-
mately 20 miles for care in a public
hospital. Unique concepts of this hos-
pital are that private community phy-
sicians are co-participants in patient
care and training programs, and both
public and private patients can be ad-
mitted. A report on recent conferences
concerning the public hospital system
begins on page 295.
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