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QuickStats

FROM THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR HEALTH STATISTICS

Birth Rates* by Urbanization Level† and Age Group of Mother — 
National Vital Statistics System, United States, 2017

Age group (yrs)

0.0

20.0

40.0

60.0

80.0

100.0

120.0

140.0

15–19 20–24 25–29 30–34 35–39 40–44

Ra
te

 p
er

 1
,0

00
 fe

m
al

es
 in

 a
ge

 g
ro

up

Urban
Rural

* Birth rates are births per 1,000 females in the specified age group.
† Urbanization level is based on maternal county of residence. Counties were classified according to their 

metropolitan status using the National Center for Health Statistics Urban–Rural Classification Scheme (https://
www.cdc.gov/nchs/data_access/urban_rural.htm).

In 2017, women aged <30 years in rural counties had higher birth rates than in urban counties. For women aged ≥30 years, 
birth rates were higher in urban counties than in rural counties. In 2017, the highest birth rates in rural counties were to women 
aged 25–29 years (126.4 births per 1,000 women); in urban counties the highest birth rates were to women aged 30–34 years 
(101.7 births per 1,000 women).

Source: NCHS Data Brief no. 323. Trends in fertility and mother’s age at first birth among rural and metropolitan counties: United States, 2007–2017. 
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db323-h.pdf.
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