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Fast Facts
• 1.2 million people in the United States are living with HIV infection and 1 in 5 are unaware of their infection.
• MSM, particularly young, black MSM, are most severely affected by HIV. 

l • By race, African Americans face the most severe HIV burden.

CDC estimates 1.2 million people in the United States (US) are living w ith  HIV infection. One in five (20%) o f those people 
are unaw are of th e ir infection. Despite increases in th e  total num ber of people in the  US living w ith  HIV infection in 
recent years, the  annual num ber of new HIV infections has rem ained relatively stable. However, new infections continue 
at far too high of a level, w ith  approxim ately 50 ,000 Americans becoming infected w ith  HIV each year.

In 2009, an estim ated 42 ,011  people w ere diagnosed w ith  HIV infection in the  40 states w ith  confidential name-based  
HIV infection reporting since at least January 2006. In th a t same year, an estim ated 34,247 people throughout th e  US (50 
states and th e  District of Columbia) w ere  diagnosed w ith  AIDS. Since the  epidem ic began, an estim ated 1 ,108 ,611  people 
in the  US have been diagnosed w ith AIDS.

M ore  than 16,000 people w ith AIDS w ere estim ated to  have died in 2008, and nearly 594 ,500  people w ith AIDS in th e  US 
have died since the  epidem ic began.

By Risk Group
Gay, Bisexual, and Other Men Who Have Sex with Men (MSM)1 of all races and ethnicities rem ain the  population most 
severely affected by HIV.

•  CDC estimates th a t M SM  account for just 2% of th e  US population, but accounted for 61% of all new HIV infections in 
2009. M SM  accounted for 49%  of people living w ith HIV infection in 2008 (the most recent year prevalence data 
are available).
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Su b p o p u la tio n s representing 2 %  or less o f th e  overall US e p id e m ic  are not reflected in th is  chart.

• In 2009, w hite M SM  accounted for the  largest 
num ber of new HIV infections of any group in 
th e  US, followed closely by black M SM .

• Young, black M SM  w ere the  only risk group
in the  US to experience statistically significant 
increases in new HIV infections from  
2 0 0 6 -2 0 0 9 .

Heterosexuals and Injection Drug Users also 
continue to  be affected by HIV.

• Heterosexuals accounted for 27% of estimated  
new HIV infections in 2009 and 28% of people 
living w ith  HIV infection in 2008.

• Injection drug users represented 9% of new  
HIV infections in 2009 and 17% of those living 
w ith  HIV in 2008.

• HIV infections among w om en are prim arily 
attributed to heterosexual contact or injection 
drug use. W om en accounted for 23% of 
estim ated new HIV infections in 2009 and 25%  
of those living w ith HIV infection in 2008.

*This fact sheet highlights key information about those most affected by HIV infection in the United States. For information about other risk populations, visit www.cdc.gQv/hiv.
1The term men who ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ m ^ ^ 2s06̂ ^ l ili[!fiiyillS!6llillE.icates the behaviors that transmit HIV infection, not how individuals self-identify in terms of their sexuality.

National Center for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD, and TB Prevention

L -
Division o f HIV/AIDS Prevention

http://www.cdc.gQv/hiv


By Race/Ethnicity
Blacks continue to  experience the  most severe burden 
of HIV.

•  Blacks represent approxim ately 14% of the  US 
population, but accounted for an estim ated 44%  of 
new HIV infections in 2009.

•  At some point in th e ir life, approxim ately 1 in 16 black 
men will be diagnosed w ith  HIV infection, as will 1 in 
32 black w om en.

• In 2009, the  estim ated rate of new HIV infections 
among black men was six and a half tim es as high 
as th a t of w h ite  men, and m ore than tw o  and a half 
tim es as high as th a t of Latino men and of black 
w om en. In the same year, the  estim ated rate of new  
HIV infections among black w om en was 15 tim es that 
of w h ite  w om en and over th ree  tim es th a t of 
Latina w om en.

Latinos are also disproportionately affected by HIV.

• Latinos represented 16% of the  population but accounted for 20% of new HIV infections in 2009.

• In 2009, the  estim ated rate of new HIV infections among Latino men was tw o  and a half times th a t of w h ite  men. 
That same year, the  rate of new HIV infections among Latina w om en was four and a half times th a t of w h ite  w om en.

Estimated Rate of New HIV Infections, 2009, 
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A d d i t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s :

CDC-INFO
1 - 8 0 0 - C D C - I N F 0  ( 2 3 2 - 4 6 3 6 )  
c d c i n f o @ c d c . g o v  
G et a nsw ers  to  ques tions  
a n d lo c a te  H IV  te s tin g  sites.

CDC HIV Web Site
w w w . c d c . g o v / h i v

Locate an HIV Testing Site
w w w . h i v t e s t . o r g

CDC National Prevention 
Information Network (NPIN)
1 - 8 0 0 - 4 5 8 - 5 2 3 1  
w w w . c d c n p i n . o r g  
Technica l ass is tance  a nd  
resources.

AIDSInfo
1 - 8 0 0 - 4 4 8 - 0 4 4 0  
w w w . a i d s i n f o . n i h . g o v  
T re a tm e n t a n d  c lin ic a l tria ls .

AIDS.gov
w w w . a i d s . g o v  
C om prehens ive  g o v e rn m e n t  
H IV  resources.

mailto:cdcinfo@cdc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv
http://www.hivtest.org
http://www.cdcnpin.org
http://www.aidsinfo.nih.gov
http://www.aids.gov

