Appendices Tables
	Appendix Table A1.  Algorithm Criteria for Definite ALS, Possible ALS, and Not ALS

	Definite ALS
	Probable ALS
	Not ALS

	1. One or more ICD-9 code for ALS in ≥ 1 year (in same source) and/or prescription for Rilutek1, OR
2. One or more ICD-9 codes for ALS in ≥ 2 years and one or more neurologist visit (in same source); OR

3. Age < 65, one or more ICD-9 codes for ALS in Medicare and one or more neurologist visits; OR 

4. One or more ICD-9 codes for ALS in ≥ 1 year and one or more neurologist visit (in same source) with one or more ICD-9 codes for ALS in another source; OR

5. One or more ICD-9 codes for ALS in > 3 sources; OR

6. One or more ICD-9 codes for ALS in 1 year and ≥ 5 neurologist visits (in same source)
	· One or more ICD-9 codes for motor neuron disease  in 1 year and one or more ICD-9 codes for ALS in 1 or more years after MND (in same source); OR

· One or more ICD-9 codes for ALS in 2 years and no neurologist visit (in same source); OR 

· Prescription for Rilutek only
	· No ICD-9 codes for ALS and no prescription for Rilutek; OR

· One or more ICD-9 codes for ALS in 1 year and no neurologist visit3; OR

· Age < 18 years; OR

· No ICD-9 codes for ALS in any database; OR

· ICD-9 codes only for other motor neuron diseases; OR

· ALS listed on death certificate only


1. Rilutek is the only prescription medication specifically used to treat ALS.
2. Sources included national administrative healthcare databases: Medicare, Medicaid, and Veterans Administration (Veterans Health Administration and/or Veterans Benefits Administration

