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PREFACE
Summarized m this report is information received from State Health Departments, university investigators, 
virology laboratories and other pertinent sources, domestic and foreign. Much of the information is pre 
limmary It is intended primarily for the use of those with responsibility for disease control activities. Any
one desiring to quote this report should contact the original investigator for confirmation arid interpretation.

Contributions to the surveillance report are most welcome. Please address to:

Center for Disease Control
Attn: Office of Veterinary Public Health Services 

Epidemiology Program 
Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Center for Disease Control..................................

Epidemiology Program ..................................

Office of Veterinary Public Health Services 

In collaboration with:

Laboratory D ivision..........................................

Microbiology Branch ................................

Virology Section .....................................

Arbovirology Unit ...........................

Ecological Investigations Program .................

Fort Collins Laboratories.........................

..........David J. Sencer, M.D., Director

. . Philip S Brachman, M.D., Director

■ ■ . Richard L. Parker, D.V.M., Chief
Roscoe M. Moore, Jr., D.V.M.

• - . . U. Pentti Kokko, M.D., Director

• . . . Louis C. LaMotte, Sc.D., Chief 

. . Robert E. Kissling, D.V.M.. Chief 

Roy Chamberlain, Sc.D., Acting Chief

■ - - . Tom D.Y.Chin, M.D., Director 

Archie D. Hess, Ph.D., Acting Chief

..........Richard O. Hayes, Ph.D., Chief
Arboviral Disease Section



Because ol the need to provide information as 
soon as possible on VEE activity, these surveillance 
reports will he issued at various intorva1s-~daily, 
weekly, bi-weekly or monthly--as the urgency of the 
information demands.

We invite your inquiries or information on VEE 
and related activities: Center for Disease Control,
Office of Veterinary Public Health Services 
(404) 633-3311, Ext. 3691. Evening or weekend phone 
numbers:

Richard L. Parker, D.V.M. (404) 631-0125 
Roscoc M. Moore, Jr., D.V.M, (404) 634-0988 
James I. Moulthrop, D.V.M. (404) 967-6747

I. SUMMARY

According to reports from Mexico, Venezuelan equine encephalitis (VEE) activity 
is decreasing. The four southwestern states bordering Mexico have not reported VEE 
activity to date. Surveys are being initiated by CDC to determine the vaccination 
history and antibody status of equines in geographically strategic areas. The
I. S. Army has prepared a bibliography on VEE which is available on request.

II. INTERNATIONAL NOTES

A. Reports from the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock state the VEE outbreak in 
Mexico is being brought under control. Only in the State of Guerrero are cases 
currently being reported. In Nayarit no cases have been reported for the 5 d.vs procedi 
J" ! no Morelos reported no cases for 4 days. In Durango no cases are being reported, 
buL requests for vaccination from ranchers whose horses wore not previously vaccinated 
are being answered by vaccination teams. A rumor of VEE in the state of Chihuahua 
was apparently started as a result of the activities of vaccinating teams in that 
state. Vaccination teams are also working in Tamaulipas, The states of Oaxaca and 
Puebla are under intensive surveillance, but cases are not being reported (Figure 1), 
(Reported by Dr. Luis Fernandez Z,, Animal Health, Ministry of Agriculture and 
Livestock, Mexico.)

L. VEE Servei 1 lance Nuevo Leon, 1972
Through July 13, 1972, officials in the State of Nuevo Leon, Mexico, have in

vestigated a total of seven suspect equine cases of encephalitis; none of these were 
c°niin»ed by the diagnostic laboratory at Palo Alto, Mexico. The intensive investiga
tion of al 1 suspect cases of equine encephalitis is an integral part of the comprehetisiv 
arbovirus surveillance activities in that state.

No suspecL human cases of equine encephalitis have been reported. (Reported by 
Lr. Eutimio Gonzalez Luarca, Public Health Veterinarian, Nuevo Leon, Mexico.)

IH. STATE ACTIVITIES

‘n* ĴJ7- Surveillance, California, 1972
Through July 7 a total of 13 suspect equine cases of encephalitis have been 

lnvostigated in California. None of these were confirmed as VEE by virus isolation, 
complement fixation, or neutralization test. Similarly, 69 humans have been screened 
tor possible arbovirus but none have been confirmed as arbovirus cases.

Through July 7, 845 mosquito pools have been tested (over 16,000 mosquitoes) 
from the counties of Colusa, Fresno, Imperial, Kern, Kings, Madera, Merced, Riverside, 
an ^Lego, Shasta, Stanislaus, Tehama, and Tulare, California, and Yuma County, Arizona



One isolate of Turlock virus has aeon made irom a pool ol 50 Cu I ox tnrsa 1 i s colluded 
J i:n- 13 in Tehama Countv, Calilornia. One isolate of western equine encephalomyelitis 
û'F.E) vir-s was -ade from a poo I of 50 Cm lex tarsal is collected June 11 in Imperial 
Count , Cali t ' rni a .

The intensive investigation of all suspect cases of equine and human encephalitis 
is an integral part of the comprehensive arbovirus monitoring activities in California. 
(Source: Arbovirus Encephalitis Surveillance Bulletin, No. 2, July 7, 1972, published
by the California State Department of Public Health, Berkeley, California.)

11. No VEE cases have been reported in Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas hut i avesi na
tion of sick horses is continuing in these states. (Reported by Dr. Phi lip N. ilotehkis 
State Public Health Veterinarian, Arizona Department ot Health, Phoenix, Arizona;
Dr. Nancy C. McCaig, State Epidemiologist, New Mexico Health and Social Services 
Department, Santa Fe, New Mexico; and Dr. M. S. Dickerson, Medical Consultant, and 
Dr. A. B. Rich, State Public Health Veterinarian, Texas State Department of Health, 
Austin, Texas.)

IV. GENERAL

A, CDC Investigations of Equine Antibody Levels and Vaccination History
A team of veterinarians from CDC and USDA is presently in Santa Cruz County, Ar i 

undertaking a field serological survey of the equine populations. A similar survey 
will be undertaken in Dona Ana County, New Mexico, by CDC and USDA veterinarian': be
ginning July 26„ The study will involve a minimum of 660 equines whose vaccination 
status will he determined. Antibody determination will be made on one-third of the 
equines. Hopefully tins will represent a cross-section of all equines in these 
geographically important areas. The surveys are scheduled to he completed during the 
month of July. Besides this, information is being obtained on rabies vaccination ot 
dogs in the same areas. The report forms being ust'd are included in the appendix. 
(Reported by the Office of Veterinary Public Health Services, CDC, Atlanta, Ga.)

B, VEE Bibliography
A bibliography of references on VEE virus has been prepared in booklet form by 

the U.S. Army. The booklet has been assigned AD 738 795 as an accession number and 
is available to non-military personnel through the Clearinghouse for Scientific and 
Technical Information, Spring fie 12, Virginia. Military personnel and qualified users 
of the Defense Documentation Center should make, inquiries to the Defense Documental ion 
Center, Cameron Station, Alexandria, Virginia. Supplements to the bihi Log rap1 y arc 
planned. (Reported by Mr?. Pnebo !■’. Sumnvrs, U.S. Army M ed ica l Research Institute of 
Infectious Diseases, Fort Tv;r ic h ,  Maryland,)
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'J EQUINE ENCEPHALITIS ACTIVITY, MEXICO, 1972
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COOINE VEE VACCINATION SURVEY

Interv Lever ______
Report Re suits ^cs

N.i.ne of Person Interviewed

Amiress of Person Interviewed

i'"lephone Number________

Nome of Owner of Equinus 

Andress of Owner________

telephone Number_________ ___

Number of Equines on Promises

RA BIE n

Aumi/er of Dogs on Premises__________

Nr er of Dogs Vaccinated for Rabies by Date.

Uri f Description Age Sex Rabies Vacc.

AV A.U\ (CUC)



o n  i *i < i _ r j  * . . .



AUTHORIZATION

I hereby authorize 
Dr.____________________

the bleeding of ____
_ on these premises.

equincs t

Signature

Date____

Location

rF 4.131 (CDC) 7-72 
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STA TE EP ID EM IO LO G ISTS AND  
STATE PU BL IC  H EA LTH  V ET ER IN A R IA N S

Key to all disease surveillance activities are the State Epidemiologists, who are responsible for collecting, 
interpreting, and transmitting data and epidemiologic information from their individual States. Their 
contributions to this report are gratefully acknowledged. In addition, valuable contributions to zoonoses 
surveillance reports are made by State Public Health Veterinarians.

STATE STATE EPIDEMIOLOGIST
ST A TE PUBLIC HEALTH 

VETERINARIAN

Alabarna
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut

Frederick S W olf, M .D  
Donald  K . Freedm an M .D . 

‘ Ph ilip  M. Hotchkiss, D .V .M . 
G Dotv M urphy, I I I ,  M .D . 
Jam es Chin, M .D.
Thomas M. Vernon, Jr . ,  M .D. 
Jam es C. Hart, M.D.

•Philip M. Hotchkiss, D .V .M . 
Harvie R . Ellis, D .V .M . 
George L. Hum phrey, D .V .M . 
Martin D. Baum, D .V  M.

Delaware F lo yd  1. Hudson, M.D.
District of Colum bia W illiam  E. Long, M.D. Paul L. Rom ig, D .V .M .
Florida Ralph  B. Hogan, M .D . James B. Nichols, D .V .M .
Georgia Jo h n  E McCroan, Ph.D .
Hawaii Ned Wiebenga. M .D. John  M . Gooch, D .V .M .
Idaho Jo h n  A Mather, M.D. Michael Daley, D .V .M .
Illinois B y ro n  J .  Francis, M.D. Russell J .  Martin, D .V .M .
1 ndiana Charles L Barrett, M .D. i. Dale Richardson, D .V .M .
Iowa Arno ld  M. Reeve, M.D. S L. Hendricks, D .V .M .
Kansas Don E W ilcox. M.D. George A . Mullen, D .V  M.
Kentucky Calixto  Hernandez, M.D. Joseph W. Skaggs, D .V .M .
Louisiana "Charles T Coraway, D .V .M . 'Charles T. Caraway, D .V .M .
Maine T im othy R Townsend, M .D . (Acting)
Maryland John D Staffo rd , M.D. Kenneth L. Crawford, D .V .M
Massachusetts Nicholas J .  Fium ara, M.D. Francis Fitzgerald, D .V .M .
Michigan Norman S. Hayner, M.D. Donald B. Coohon, D .V .M .
Minnesota D S Flem ing, M O.
Mississippi Durward L. B lakey, M.D.
Missouri H Denny Donnell, Jr., M .D Edmund R. Price, D .V .M
Montana John  S. Anderson. M.D. (Acting)
Nebraska Russell W. Currier. D .V .M .
Nevada W illiam  M. Edwards. M.D.
New Hampshire Vladas Knupas. M .D
New Jersey Ronald  A ltm an, M.D Oscar Sussman, D .V M.
New Mexico Nancy C McCaig. M.D.
New York State Alan R H inn an , M O. Melvin K. Abelseth, D .V .M .
New York C ity Pascal J  Imperato. M D. Samuel Hutt. D .V .M .
North Carolina Martin P Hines. D.V M. John 1 Freeman, D .V .M .
North Dakota Kenneth Mosser
Ohio John  H. Ackerman. M.D. Jack H. Russell, D .V .M .
Oklahoma Stanley Ferguson. Ph.D.
Oregon Edward Press, M D (Acting) Monroe Holmes, D V .M
Pennsylvania W  D Schrack. Jr  . M.D. Ernest J  W itte. V .M .D .
Puerto R ico Luis Mamardi. M.D. Eduardo Toro. D V.M .
Rhode Island James R A llen, M.D. (Acting) Thomas Greenan, J r  , D .V .M
South Carolina Donald H Robmson, M .D
South Dakota Robert H Hayes. M.D
Tennessee Robert H Hutcheson, Jr., M.D. Luther £. Fredrickson, D V  M
Texas M. S. Dickerson, M.O. A B R ich , D .V .M .
Utah Taira Fukushim a. M .D F. James Schoenfeld, D .V .M .
Vermont Geoffrey Sm ith , M 0. D vm ury  Pom ar, D . V M .
Virginia Karl A . Western, M.D.
Washington John Beare, M .D . (Acting)
West Virginia N. H. Dyer. M .D.
Wisconsin H Grant Skinner, M.D. Wayne H. Thompson, D . V M
Wyoming Herman S. Parish, M.D.
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