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Beginning about July 1, 1953, the number of rep o rted  cases 
of whooping cough has increased  gradually, and since January 1, 
1954, the number has been 70 percent g reater than for the sam e 
period of 1953. F o r the 4-w eek p e rio d  ended A pril 17, 1954, 
the num ber rep o rted  was even g re a te r  than the 5 -year median 
for the  sam e w eeks. The la rg e  in c re a s e s  in the n u m bers of 
c a se s  re p o r te d  s in c e  Ja n u a ry  1 o c c u r re d  in a ll geographic 
divisions. The percentage increases as compared with the same 
period in 1953, by d iv isions a re  as follow s: New England, 84; 
Middle Atlantic, 34; East North Central, 154; West North C entral, 
162; South A tlantic, 124; E ast South C en tra l, 134; W est South 
C entral, 27; Mountain, 61; and Pacific , 37.

S ince 1930 th e re  has been a v e ry  i r r e g u la r  but d istinc t 
periodicity in reported  incidence of whooping cough. The peaks,
5 in num ber, have o ccurred  at in te rv a ls  of 2 to 5 y e a rs . P rio r  
to 1945, peaks in the m o rta lity  cu rv e  coincided with those of 
incidence, but since that tim e som e of the periodic in creases of 
cases have been accompanied by little  o r no in crease  in deaths. 
This is true  for the present increase  as judged by the estim ated 
death ra te  based on a 10-percent sam ple of deaths for the f irs t  
3 m onths of 1954 a s  com pared  with the sam e p erio d  in 1953.

While both incidence and m ortality  have shown a downward 
trend, the amounts of decrease have differed. From  1930 to 1950 
the number of deaths has d ecreased  about 80 percent, while the 
num ber of r e p o rte d  c a s e s  d e c re a s e d  only about 30 p e rcen t.

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORTS

Anthrax in anim als
A ccording to the m onthly re p o rt  from  the D epartm en t of 

Agriculture for April, 8 outbreaks of anthrax in anim als occurred 
in 5 S ta te s . The so u rc e  w as in fected  so il, and as a r e su lt  11 
anim als w ere  lo s t . In 9 an im a ls , the d ise a se  was confirm ed 
by la b o ra to ry  exam ination . In addition , the re p o r t  ind ica tes 
that 38 States, the D istrict of Columbia, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico 
experienced no anthrax outbreaks during the month.

Infectious encephalitis
The California Departm ent of Public Health rep o rts  that 103 

cases of infectious encephalitis have been reported  since January 
1. Of these, 63 have been shown by laboratory tes ts  to be mumps 
en cep h alitis , 15 w e re  p o st m e a s le s  en cep h a litis , 5 followed 
attacks of chickenpox, 1 was post vaccinal, and in the rem aining 
20, the etiology w as undeterm ined . M osquito co llec tio n s a re  
being m ade in 4 C e n tra l Valley a re a s  to d e te rm in e  the index 
of W estern  and St. Louis v iru s  infections in these  a rth ropods. 
Other phases of su rveillance p ro g ram s, s im ila r to those of the 
sum m er of 1953, will be c a r r ie d  out again th is year.

P s ittaco sis
D r. H. A. H olle, T exas D ep artm en t of Health, r e p o r ts  an 

outbreak of approxim ately 45 c ases  of o rn ith o s is  (psittacosis), 
recently recognized at Corsicana, Texas, on the basis of clinical, 
epidem iological, and laboratory  findings. P re lim in ary  investi­
gations s tro n g ly  su g g est th a t the i lln e ss  a ro se  as a  r e s u l t  of 
d re ss in g  a la rg e  lo t of tu rk ey s . The o rn ith o s is  (p sittaco sis) 
v iru s has been re c o v e re d  fro m  th is  flock  of tu rk ey s . T h ree  
other outbreaks of illnesses in employees of poultry plants in the
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State a re  under investigation. (Note: This is  the second reported 
instance of recovery  of p s itta co sis  v iru s from  turkeys.)

Dr. Mason Romaine, Virginia Departm ent of Health, rep o rts  
2 cases of p sittaco sis . The common sym ptoms of both patients 
w ere fever, myalgia, ra les  in the lung area, and a nonproductive 
cough. X - ra y s  showed hazy in f iltra tio n  in the lungs. T h ree  
blood specimens from each patient were taken at weekly intervals. 
Specim ens taken the f irs t  week w ere negative, but those for the 
th ird  week w ere  positive  fo r p s it ta c o s is  in a dilution of 1:20. 
The p a tien ts , a man and his wife, had purchased  2 p a rak eets,
1 of which died 3 days p rio r to the onset of their illness. These 
birds were originally obtained from New York City, but purchased 
from  a local sto re .

The California D epartm ent of Public Health re p o rts  a case  
of p sittacosis in a 58-year-o ld  man. Clinical sym ptoms at f i r s t  
suggested m ild influenza, but la te r  a v iru s type of pneum onitis 
was found. L a b o ra to ry  te s ts  fo r typhoid fe v e r , pa ratyphoid  
fever, undulant fever, tu larem ia, and venereal d isease  w ere all 
negative. The complement fixation test was positive for psittacosis 
in a dilution of 1:256. The patient owns a private aviary and has 
about 25 p a rak e e ts . All the b ird s  in his o rig in a l stock  a re  in 
good health and no deaths have occurred during the past 6 months. 
He has m ade v is its  to num erous b ird  s to re s  and has recen tly  
acquired 3 additional birds. No laboratory tes ts  have been made 
on any of these b irds.

Streptococcal so re  th roat
The C a lifo rn ia  D ep artm en t o f Public  H ealth  r e p o r ts  an 

outbreak of strep tococcal so re  th roat in 3 schools. In 1 school 
200 cases occurred  among an enrollm ent of 455 students. Two 
hundred additional c ases w ere reported  in the other schools but 
the enrollm ent was not given. The clin ical featu res noted w ere 
insidious onset with headache, som e generalized  aches, fever, 
cerv ical lymph node enlargem ent, appearance of a so re  scratchy 
th ro a t—dark  red  and shiny. T h ere  w ere no m em branes and no 
herpatic  lesions noted. C u ltu res w ere obtained from  a sam ple 
of students and both Beta hem olytic and Alpha hemolytic s tre p ­
to co cc i w e re  iso la ted . On the b a s is  of th is  ev idence , i t  was 
concluded that the outbreak was of streptococcal etiology. Eight 
su b c u ltu re s  w e re  se n t to the CDC L ab o ra to ry  a t A tlan ta  for 
typing. The re p o rt shows that 4 of these  w ere  Alpha hem olytic 
strep tococci; 4 Beta, 1 in group F, 1 in group G, and 2 in group 
A. An examination of food sanitation and food handling p rac tices  
fa iled  to show evidence of food infection. The m ilk supply was 
the same as it had been in the past and was used by other schools 
in the a re a  in which no c ases  w ere  reported .

' Susnect sm allpox
D r. C. G. Salsbury , A rizona C om m issioner of Health, has 

rep o rted  a  c a se  su spec ted  of being sm allpox  in an 8 -y e a r-o ld  
boy. Two w eeks p r io r  to o n se t of sym ptom s, the p a tien t was 
v is itin g  in a n o th e r cou n try . L a b o ra to ry  te s ts  on sp ec im en s 
subm itted to date have been negative fo r sm allpox.

Salm onellosis
T he C a lifo rn ia  D e p a rtm en t of P u b lic  H ealth  r e p o r ts  an 

o u tb reak  of sa lm o n e llo s is  in  a  p r iv a te  fam ily . Of 6 p e rso n s 
ea tin g  the  su sp e c te d  m e a l, 5 b ecam e  i l l  f ro m  5 to  20 h o u rs
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la te r. The illness was characterized  by severe abdominal pains, 
vom iting, fev er, p ro s tra tio n .an d  a lm o st continuous d ia rrh ea . 
Lem on c ream  pie w as se rv ed , and the person  who w as not ill 
did not eat any. This pastry was a “ day old pie. ”  Pies are  baked 
a t night in a loca l bakery  and sen t out on re fr ig e ra te d  trucks 
next m orning. Unsold pies a re  picked up the next day and sold 
a t the bakery at reduced prices. No history of illness was found 
am ong the 11 b a k e rs . L abora to ry  exam inations of specim ens 
from  the 5 patients w ere positive fo r  Salm onella typhim urium . 
No bacteriological examinations of pies o r other foods were made.

Shige llo sis
Dr. L. M. Schuman, Illinois D epartm ent of Public Health, 

re p o rts  an outbreak of sh igellosis among children  in 2 schools 
with a  combined enrollm ent of 172. Of these, 67 became ill with 
ch ills , headache, fev er, nausea, and sev e re  vom iting. M ost of 
the patients had d ia rrh ea  but only a few had abdominal cram ps.

Table 1. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE
(Numbers after diseases are category numbers of the

The exact number of children who ate hot lunch at the school was 
not known. The investigation revealed that none of the children  
who brought lunch w ere  ill and not a ll those who ate  hot lunch 
becam e ill. T hose who ate a t the lunch coun ter and w ere  not 
ill sta ted  that they did not eat potato salad. Other foods served  
at th is tim e w ere s teakburgers and lim a beans. It was fe lt that 
th is m eal w as m ost logically  responsib le  fo r the outbreak and 
thus the incubation period  ranged from  21 to 40 hours. Speci­
m ens of food have been collected fo r bacteriological examination 
but the report has not yet been received. Shigella  sonnei has been 
iso lated  from  stool specim ens obtained from  sev e ra l patients.

G astro -e n te ritis
The California Departm ent of Public Health rep o rts  an ou t­

b reak  of g a s t ro -e n te r i t is  am ong 80 p e rso n s  who had eaten  a 
spaghetti d inner. At le a s t 38 of these  becam e ill  from  2 to 12

Continued on page 8

DISEASES: CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES
Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

20th week CUMULATIVE NUMBER

First 20 weeks Since seasonal low week Approxi-
DISEASE Ended

May
22,
1954

Ended
May
23,
1953

Median
1949-
53 1954 1953 Median

1949-53 1953-54 1952-53
Median
1948-49
to

1952-53

seasonal
low

point

Anthrax--------------------- .... 062 1 2 7 18 18 (M (*)
(M

i1)Botulism-------- ------------ -- 049.1 _ _ ____ 6 13 _ b ( M
f1)

bBrucellosis (undulant fever)-.... 044 34 41 -- 573 609 __ (M 1Diphtheria------------------ ---- 055 21 32 52 736 862 1,649 2.101 
( )

2.533
(*)

4.675
n

July 1
Encephalitis, infectious----
Hepatitis, infectious,

---- 082 48 23 23 515 372 318 t1)
and serum------------ 092,N998.5 pt. 1,047 744 -- 25,369 13,656 -- (') f1) C1) (x)Malaria--------------------- -110-117 7 20 -- 149 228 -- (X) t1) (M (MMeasles------ ;-------------- ---- 085 32,143 23,158 23,635 2444,737 301,158 342,088 480,829 332,592 371,478 Sept. 1

Meningococcal infections---- ---- 057 84 108 77 2,182 2,765 2,049 3,504 4,040 3,128 Sept. 1
Poliomyelitis--------------- ---- 080 181 155 101 32,454 2,372 1,776 901 791 521 Apr. 1

433 4 -- 124 12 _____ C1) i1) C1) t1)Rabies in man--------------- ---- 094 - - - 1 1 2 (") b 1 bRocky Mountain spotted fever---- 104A
Scarlet fever and streptococcal

11 13 13 ®46 36 42 n n C1) t1)
sore throat---------------- -050,051 3,539 3,240 1,726 786,987 81,646 50,553 7121.621

n
118.234b 73.759

r) %

1
Smallpox---------------------.... 084 - 1 1 - 4 10
Trichiniasis---------------- .... 128 4 12 -- 114 113 __ c1) t1) ([)

C1)
n
t1)Tularemia------------------- .... 059 10 18 16 236 217 274 t1) bTyghoid fever--------------- ---- 040 36 42 35 8617 556 604 ®208 251 205 Apr. 1

Typhus fever, endemic------- .... 101 4 3 -- 53 65 ____ 19 25 Apr. 1
Whooping cough-------------- .... 056 1,171 671 1,210 21,547 12,713 22,349 31,304 20,570 36,613 Oct. 1
Rabies in animals----------- 146 135 -------- 3,416 3,322 - (*) t1) i1) (M

information not available or frequencies are too small.
2Addition: Indiana, 1,778 delayed cases.
3Addition: Kansas, week ended May 15, 1 case.
4New Jersey and Virginia, 1 case each; South Carolina, 2 cases; Texas, 29 cases. 
sAddition: California, week ended May 15, 1 case, 
deduction: Wyoming, week ended May 15, 1 case.
7Addition: Wyoming, week ended May 15, 2 cases, 
deduction: District of Columbia;week ended May 15, 1 case.

SOURCE AND NAT URE  OF MORBI DI TY DATA

These provisional data are based on reports to the Public 
Health Service from health departments of each State and Ter­
ritory and of one possession. They give the total number of 
cases of certain communicable diseases reported during the 
week usually ended the preceding Saturday. Cases of anthrax, 
botulism, psittacosis, rabies in man, and smallpox are not shown

in table 2, but a footnote to table 1 shows the States making the 
reports. In addition, when diseases of rare occurrence (cholera, 
dengue, plague, relapsing fever—louse borne, typhus fever—epi­
demic, and yellow fever) are reported, they will be noted at the 
end of table 1.

Symbols.— 1 dash^-J: no cases reported; 3 dashes £ — ~] : data not available.
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE ALASKA 
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED MAY 23, 1953, AND MAY 22, 1954 ’

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

BRUCELLOSIS ENCEPHALITIS, HEPATITIS,
(UNDULANT INFECTIOUS INFECTIOUS, MALARIA (110-117)

AREA (044) (055) (082) (092,N998.5 pt. ) Civilian1 Military
1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953

CONT. UNITED STATES------ 34 41 21 32 48 23 1,047 744 7 11 9
2 57

11
61 ' "

New Hampshire----------------- _ _ _ . _ 3 2
32 28 “ - -

Rhode Island----------------- " ” “ “
“ ~ “ “ 5 14 - - - -

MIDDLE ATLANTIC------------ 3 - 2 6 13 9 244 113 _ _ _ _
10 175 82New Jersey----- — — ---------- 3_ _ 1 4 3 6 25

31
129east north central— .... — 11 6 5 2 4 1 157

- 1
2

5
1 ' - - 32

22
34
34 - - - -

_
Michigan---------------------- 1 4 1

40
36
27

180

23
25

“ “ “ -

WEST NORTH CENTRAL--------- 9 10 1 2 2 3
13

123 1 1
66
84
16
4

15
58
24

4 7 - - - - 1 - -
North Dakota------------------ 1 2 “ ” “ . 1
South Dakota----- ------------
Nebraska---------------------- 1 “
Kansas------------------------ 3 - 1 - 10 5 _ _ _ _
SOOTH ATLANTIC-------------- 3 9 6 6 2 3 124 87 _ 4

Delaware----------------------
Maryland---------------------- 1 2 8 " —
District of Columbia— ......
Virginia... ..........-....... _ 5 73 33West Virginia... ......— ..... _ _ _ 1 4 24“orth Carolina----------------
South Carolina--- ------------
Borgia-----------------------
Florida_______________ ______

- - 2
1 2 1

1 14 13
1 - - - -

2 2
3

3
1 : 2

4
4

1
7 : - - 2

1
east sooth central--------- 4 6 1 3 i 1 55 59 1 4

2 3 3 i _
4
20

9
19

- - 3
1

2 3 _ _ 1 20
15
16 _ 1

“ “
® S T  SOOTH CENTRAL--------- 2 6 2 . 10 6 3 41 45 6 6

1 2 - - - - 5 - - - -
1 2 2 9 6 3 *

6
28

5
34 6 6

mountain-------------------- _ 2 2 1 _ 2 75 59 1 -
Montana________ - - 2 1 - 2 3 6 _ _ _
Wyoming______ “ “ " - " “ 32 7 1 - - -
Colorado----------------------
*ew Mexico....................
Arizona____
Dtah--

-
- - - - 11

27

5
35

-
- -

sevada___ “ 1 “ “ ~ “ 1 6 - - - -— — “ - - — 1 - _ _ _ _
Pacific.................. 2 2 _ 2 20 114 68 3

¡¡aehington....................regon..... 1 - - 1 - - 16 25 _ _ _
California________ _________ 1 2 _ 1 20 ~ 35

63
18
25

“
S

“ “
Alaska__
Bavaii__ - “ “ - “ 9 - - - - -
i ^ t i E i c o ...................

4.» ..............
- - - 10 - - 4

1
-

1
1 -

1

deludes cases not specified  as c iv i l ia n  or m ilita ry .
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA, 
HAWAH, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED MAY 23, 1953, AND MAY 22, 1954—Continued

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases axe category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

MEASLES MENINGO­
COCCAL

INFECTIONS
(057)

POLIOMYELITIS (080) ROCKY MOUNTAIN

AREA (085) Total2 Paralytic
(080.0,080.1)

Nonparalytic
(080.2) (104A)

1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953

CONT. UNITED STATES------ 32,143 23,158 84 108 181 155 74 55 54 43 11 13

NEW ENGLAND....... — ....... 1,050 258 5 5 1 3 - 1 - 2 - -
Maine------------------------- 94 44 1 _ _ - - - - - - -

New Hampshire----------------- 13 2 1 - - - - - - - - -
Vermont----------------------- 99 16 1 1 - - - - - - - -
Massachusetts----------------- 691 95 - 4 1 2 - - - 2 - -
Rhode Island------------------ 75 10 2 - - - - - - - - -
Connecticut------------------- 78 91 - - - 1 - 1 - " " -
MIDDLE ATLANTIC------------- 6,784 1,554 21 19 2 8 1 2 - - 1 1

Nev York---------------------- 3,334 481 8 12 2 4 1 2 _ _ _ 1
New Jersey----------------- -— 1,277 232 6 4 - 2 - - - - 1 -
Pennsylvania------------------ 2,173 841 7 3 - 2 - - - - " -
EAST NORTH CENTRAL---------- 8,682 5,555 24 15 18 8 9 1 4 2 - 2

Ohio-------------------------- 2,003 1,546 3 5 5 2 3 1 1 - _ 2
2,319 476 7 2 2 2 - - - - - -

Illinois---------------------- 1,999 771 4 4 2 2 1 - - - - -
Michigan---------------------- 2,024 849 5 3 8 2 5 - 3 2 - -
Wisconsin--------------------- 337 1,913 5 1 1 - - - - - - -

WEST NORTH CENTRAL--------- 1,301 2,342 4 7 7 20 1 9 - 3 1 -
Minnesota--------------------- 52 94 1 2 1 7 - 5 - - - -
Iowa— ------------------------ 821 503 2 1 1 4 - 2 - 2 - -
Missouri---------------------- 57 459 - 1 3 3 1 2 - - 1 -
North Dakota------------------ 179 126 - 1 - 2 - - - - - -
South Dakota------------------ 26 12 - - - 1 - - - - - -
Nebraska---------------------- 113 142 1 - - 1 - - 1 -
Kansas------------------------ 53 1,006 - 2 2 2 - - - - - -

SOOTH ATLANTIC-------------- 3,454 1,406 8 13 36 13 13 7 13 3 5 2
Delaware---------------------- 117 20 - - - - _ _ _ _ _ -
Maryland---------------------- 310 103 1 - 1 1 1 1 - - - 1
District of Columbia--------- 94 16 - - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Virginia---------------------- 1,084 253 2 3 1 - 1 - _ - 1 1
West Virginia---- ------------ 466 333- - 1 1 4 - 3 - 1 _ -
North Carolina---------------- 425 433 1 4 1 3 - 2 1 1 2 -
South Carolina------- -------- 78 122 1 2 4.. - 1 _ 1 _ _ -
Georgia----------------------- 399 66 2 - 5 - 2 - 2 _ 2 -
Florida------- ------;— ------- 481 60 1 3 22 5 7 1 9 1 - -

EAST SOOTH CENTRAL---------- 1, 453 330 9 19 16 16 3 2 - 1 - -
Kentucky---------------------- 172 74 - 8 1 2 1 2 _ _ -
Tennessee--------------------- 694 82 2 7 3 4 2 _ _ 1 _ -

Alabama---------------------— 419 60 3 3 6 7 _ _ _ _ -

Mississippi------------------- 168 114 4 1 6 3 - - - - - -
WEST SOOTH CENTRAL---------- 3,592 5,274 4 11 58 46 25 16 21 15 - -

Arkansas---------------------- 60 712 - - 3 1 3 1 _

Louisiana------ -------------- 52 454 1 2 9 3 4 1 5 2 _ -
Oklahoma---------------------- 176 317 - - 1 3 _ 1 _ .. r
Texas---- -------------------- 3,304 3,791 3 9 45 39 18 15 15 12 -

MOUNTAIN-------------------- 1,235 1,981 2 3 7 4 2 - 1 - 3 8
Montana------ ---------------- 418 92 1 1 _ _ 1 2
Idaho------------------------- 77 73 - - 1 1 _ _ 2
Wyoming------ ---— ----------- 26 125 - - - 1 2 1
Colorado---------------------- 126 712 - 1 . 1
New Mexico-------------------- 105 366 - _ _ _ -
Arizona--- ----— — ----------- 230 343 1 1 3 1 2 1 -

Utah-------------------------- 241 252 - - 2 _ 3
Nevada----- ------------------ 12 18 - - 1 - - _ _ _ _ •-

PACIFIC--------------------- 4,592 4,458 7 16 36 37 20 17 15 17 1 -
Washington-------------------- 1,425 683 1 1 4 3 2 1 -
Oregon------------------------ 1643,003 4513,324 15 312 32 133 18 116 14 17 1 -

Alaska------------------------ 45 2 _
Hawaii— ---------------------- 6 6 3 - 4 1 2 2 -
Puerto Bico------------------- 26 86 - 3 - - - - "L

2Includes cases not specified by type, category number (080.3).
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE ALASKA 
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED MAY 23, 1953, AND MAY 22, 1954—Continued

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

SCARLET FEVER 
AND STREPTOCOCCAL 

SORE THROAT 
(0 5 0 ,0 5 1 )

TRICHI-  
NIASIS

(128 )

TULAREMIA

(059 )

TTFHOID
FEVER

(0 40 )

TYPHUS
FEVER,
ENDEMIO

(1 01 )

WHOOPING
COUGH

(0 5 6 )

RABIES IN 
ANIMALS

1954 1953 1954 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1954 1953 1954 1953

3 ,5 3 9 3 ,2 4 0 10 18 36 42 1 ,1 7 1 6714 146 135

291 303 117 76“ — “ - 2 - - -
_

80
33
14

142

“ - - - 1 - 4 7 - -
“ - “ - - - 1 - -

90
24

100

“ “ ~ - - - 4 5 - -
~ “ " - 1 - 40 42 - -

56
“ ~ “ - - - 28 19 - -
“ - - - - - 41 2 - -

425 _
200 140“ - 9 7

250
45

130

80 75~ 6 7
“ ~ “ 48

72
35 -

- ~ - 30 3 -
425 205 59 22 22“ 3 ~

54 10“ • “ “ “ 2 “ 3 2
“ “ ~ “ ~ 21 17 4 12

“ “ “ 41 3 6 3
lO c “ “ - 79 9 9 5

“ “ _ - 10 20 - -
WEST NORTH CENTRAL___________ 122 149 43 9 28 17—

23 14“ - - 5 1

12 23
10

8
25

“ “ “ 7
8

“ 10 6
“ " 9 10 10

” “ 1
- “ 1 “

18
“

14
- 1 -

• — — - — —

8 12 103j 11 3 2 45 26 15

39 78
~ “ “ “ - - - - - -
“ “ - 1 “ 17 - - -

V i r g i n i a __________________________
~ “ “ - 1 3 - -

25
16

“ “ 3 _ 35 10 5 6
83
69
11
19

“ “ ~ 1 1 - 13 3 6 2
“ - 2 - 13 11 4 1

14
“ - 4 1 1 10 10 8 2

F l o r i d a ___________________ - 1 2 - - 1 12 1 3 4
~ - - - 5 - 2 7 _ _

e a st  south  central____________ 97 26 23 24
K en tucky______________________ 26

29
“ “ 2 - - 39 6 4 2

“ - 1 1 - 36 7 8 1
“ “ 1 - 1 13 9 11 17

“ - - 1 5 - 9 4 _ 4
west south  central____________ 8 12 10 164 190 34

40
48

L o u is ia n a ________________
" 4 3 - - 13 12 4 3

21
701

314

“ 1 “ 4 4. - - 2 - 3 26

841

418

“ - “ - - 7 8 - -6 2 5 6 1 144 168 30 19

M on tam -
3

' 4 “ 66 21 1 2

I<iaho____ ” ~ - - 4 3 - -
30 “ “ “ “ 2 - - - - -

C o lo rad o _______________________
5 “ 1 - - - - - -

Nev M exico— ................ .............. “ - “ “ “ 13 1 - 1
t i z o n a ....................... “ ” 1 “ - - 4 4 - -
O ta h - - ! .  -------------- - “ “ - - 22 13 1 1
Nevada__ “ - 1 “ 2 - 22 - - -

p a c if ic ______________ - " ” ■ “ 1 - - -

J fcah in g to n ....................................
3 ** “ 176 105 3 -

Oregon------------ " ~ ■ “ - 56 11 - -

C a l i f o r n i a ______________ - ___
53 “ “ “ “ - - 13 24 - -

“ “ - 107 70 3 -
J - ^ a k a........
B & vaii_

Rico......... -........ 3
2

- - - -
1

_ 3
56 19 2 1
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NUMBER OF DEATHS IN 108 SELECTED CITIES

14,000

12,000
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1950-52
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8,000
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------------ 1953 ------------ -----------  1954 ------------

The chart shows the number of deaths reported for 108 m ajor 
cities of the United States by week fo r the cu rren t year, and, for 
comparison, the median of the number of deaths reported  fo r the 
co rresponding  w eeks of the 3 p rev ious ca len d a r y e a rs . (The 
median is  the central one of the three values arranged in o rder of 
magnitude.) If a report is  not received from  a city in time to be 
included in the total for the curren t week, an estim ate is  made to 
m aintain com parability fo r graphic p resentation .

The figures reported rep re sen t the number of death c e r tif i­
cates re ce iv e d  in the v ita l s ta tis t ic s  o ffices during  the week 
indicated, for deaths occurring in that city. F igures compiled in 
th is way, by week of re ce ip t, u sually  approxim ate c losely  the 
number of deaths occurring during the week. However, differences 
a re  to be expected because of variations in the in te rval between

death and rece ip t of the certifica te .
While w eek-to-w eek changes in the to ta l num ber of deaths 

rep o rted  fo r a ll m ajo r c it ie s  gen era lly  re p re se n t a change in 
m ortality conditions, this may not be true for variations in weekly 
figures for each city. For example, in a  city where 50 deaths are 
the weekly average, the number of deaths occurring in a week may 
be expected to vary by chance alone from  36 to 64 (d + ¿Yd, where 
d re p re se n ts  the average num ber of deaths per week).

The num ber of deaths in c it ie s  of the sam e size  may also 
differ because of variations in the age, race, and sex composition 
of their populations, and because some c ities a re  hospital cen ters 
serving the surrounding a reas. Changes from  year to year in the 
num ber of deaths may be due in pa rt to population in c reases  o r 
decreases .

Table 3. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate. Exclusive of fetal deaths)

AREA

20th
week
ended
May
22,
1954

19th
week
ended
May
15,
1954

20th
week

median
1951-53

Percent
change,
median

to
current
week

CUMULATIVE NUMBER FOR 
FIRST 20 WEEKS

1954 1953 Percent
change

TOTAL: 107 REPORTING CITIES-- 9,692 9,699 9,422 +2.9 204,075 215,401 -5.3

New England------------ .... (14 cities) 651 670 636 +2.4 13,735 14,214 -3.4
Middle Atlantic-------- .... (17 cities) 2,911 2,843 2,883 +1.0 60,516 63,809 '-5.2
East North Central----- .... (18 cities) 2,233 2,058 2,139 +4.4 44,614 47,418 -5.9
West North Central----- ..... (8 cities) 693 713 691 +0.3 14,319 15,868 -9.8
South Atlantic-.-------- ..... (9 cities) 734 724 735 -0.1 15,719 16,709 -5.9
East South Central----- ----- (8 cities) 443 463 422 +5.0 9,457 9,931 -4.8
West South Central----- .... (13 cities) 686 666 656 +4.6 15,458 15,984 -3.3
Mountain-- ------------- ..... (8 cities) 219 239 225 -2.7 4,686 5,241 -10.6
Pacific------------- -— .... (12 cities) 1,122 1,323 1,167 -3.9 25,571 26,227 -2.5
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Table 4. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES FOR WEEK ENDED MAY 22, 1954

(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate. Exclusive of fetal deaths)

20th 19th
week week
ended ended
May May
22, 15,
1954 1954

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FOR FIRST 20 WEHCS

1954

20th 19th
week week
ended ended
May May
22, 15,
1954 1954

CUMUIATIVE NUMBER 
FOR FIRST 20 WEEKS

1954

NEW ENGLAND

Boston-----------------
Bridgeport-------------
Cambridge--------------
Fall River-------------
Hartford---------------
Lowell-----------------
Lynn-------------------
New Bedford------------
New Haven--------------
Providence-------------
Somerville-------------
Springfield, Mass.-----
Waterbury--------------
Worcester--------------

MIDDLE ATLANTIC v
Albany-----------------
Allentown--------------
Buffalo----------------
Camden-----------------
Elizabeth--------------
Erie---- ---------------
Jersey City------------
Newark, N. J.----------
New York City--------
Paterson---------------
Philadelphia-----------
Pittsburgh-------------
Reading----------------
Rochester, N. Y.-------
Schenectady------------
Scranton---------------
Syracuse---------------
Trenton-------------- —
Utica------- --- -------
Yonkers----------------

EAST NORTH CENTRAL
Akron------------------
Canton-----------------
Chicago----------------
Cine innati-- ----------
Cleveland--------------
Columbus----------------
Dayton-----------------
Detroit----------------
Evansville-------------
Flint----------- -------
Fort Wayne------------ -
Gary-------------------
Grand Rapids-----------
Indianapolis-----------
Milwaukee--------------
peoria-----------------
South Bend-------------
Toledo-------------------------
Young8town-------------

WEST NORTH CENTRAL
^es Moines------- — -—
Duluth-........... ....
Kansas City, Kans.-----
Kansas City, Mo.-------
Minneapolis------------
Omaha— -— ------------

206
45
27
30 
37
31 
21 
27 
41 
49 
20 
51 
30 
36

39
(35)
121
24
17
37
78
112

1,535
36

476
142
(13)
97
16
(46)
62
42
42
35

57
26

756
142
201
85 
77

327
25
32
24 
(26)|
38
86 

140
33
25 

109
50

45
(19)
32
111
118
52

217
41 
28 
29 
60 
36 
14 
21
42 
65 
16 
21 
21 
59

49
( 21)
119
29
32
37
79
94

1,516
32

432
144
(19)
100
25
(31)
52
63
23
17

55
19

725
134
198
90
47
268

22
40
24

( 11)
39
116
103
35
16
81
46

48
36

131
119
49

4,521
734
589
610
919
591
440
457
932

1,265
306
825
509

1,037

913
(707)

2,881
746
577
676

1,483
2,043

31,974
784

9,467
3,331
(429)

1,893
479
(697)

1,144
948
623
554

1,122
601

14,797
2,822
4,127
2,031
1.309 
6,379

643
767
521
(495)
819

2.310 
2,478

627
450

1,819
992

965
642

2,314
2,386
1,232

4,850
671
583
578
972
529
447
496
927

1,288
325
827
564

1,157

930
2,959
732
633
706

1,475
2,218

33,611
816

10,213
3,644
2,032 
' 505
1,108 
1,022 
655 
550

1,216
601

15,891
3,065
4,339
2,242
1,300
6,731

692
760
628
836

2,343
2,621

634
493

1,902
1,124

1,024
(542)
671

2,635
2,728
1,387

WEST NORTH CENTRAL— -Con.

St. Louis-----------------
St. Paul.............. ....
Wichita— ------ -----------

SOUTH ATLANTIC
Atlanta--------------------
Baltimore------------------
Charlotte------------------
Jacksonville--------------
Miami... ..................
Norfolk-------------------
Richmond-------------------
Savannah--------------- ---
Tampa----------------------
Washington, D. C.---------
Wilmington, Del.----------

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Birmingham----------------
Chattanooga----------- ---
Knoxville-----------------
Louisville----------------
Memphis-------------------
Mobile....................
Montgomery----------------
Nashville-----------------

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
Austin---------- ---------
Baton Rouge---------------
Corpus Christi------------
Dallas---------- ---------
El Paso-------------------
Fort Worth----------------
Houston-------------------
Little Rock---------------
New Orleans---------------
Oklahoma City-------------
San Antonio-- ------------
Shreveport----------------
Tulsa---------------------

MOUNTAIN
A lbuquerque— --------------
Colorado Springs----------
Denver--------------------
Ogden---------------------
Phoenix-------------------
Pueblo---------------— -—
Salt Lake City— ----------
Tucson--------------------

PACIFIC
Berkeley------------------
Long Beach--- ----- ------
Los Angeles---------------
Oakland------------ ------
Pasadena----------------—
Portland, Oreg.-----------
Sacramento----------------
San Diego--------------- -
San Francisco-------------
Seattle-------------------
Spokane------------- -----
Tac cma--------------------
Honolulu---------- -------

225
69
41

103
196
37
(46)

86
22
60
42
152
36

67
38
36

122
90
25
22
43

27 
23 
12 
86 
30 
61

107
54

110
45
70
28 
33

18
11
101
13
19
16
38
3

21
52

372
85
40
79
49
65

167
115
42
35
(26)

207
78
45

110
201
26
(54)
66
21
56

(20)
54
163
27

67
39
34
103
120
27
27
46

27 
10 
33 
93 
23 
46

100
31
141
28 
66 
38 
30

20
50

433
100
31
103
46
118
212
133
39
38
(37)

4,630
1,329

821

2,117
4,477

637
(1 ,012)
1,390

597
1,284
1,150
3,385

682

1,575
919
695

2,176
1,883

641
538

1,030

504
446
320

1,918
535

1,059
2,511

825
3,010
1,156
1,558

754
862

540
248

2,070
211
464
267
806
80

369
1,007
9,202
1,952

673
1,978

954
1,484
3,788
2,503

938
723

5,207
1,374

842

2,213
4,890

587
1,292

671
1,376
1,193
3,809

678

1,484
1,008

706
2,226
2,157

657
598

1,095

515
306
361

1,964
601

1,190
2,536

866
3,227
1,133
1,666

856
763

558
273

2,334
241
515
294
912
114

359
975

9,474
2,053

723
2,138

984
1,509
4,068
2,380

865
699

(703) (651)

Symbols.— parentheses D  fl« data not included in table 3; 3 dashes : data not available.
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hours la te r. All those ill w ere in a group of 65 college students 
on tour from  another a rea  of the State. The remaining 15 persons 
ate the dinner at a different tim e. Spaghetti with sauce was s u s ­
pected to be the vehicle of infection. No sauce was available fo r 
laboratory examination and the specim ens of spaghetti showed no 
growth.

D r. M ason Rom aine, V irginia D epartm ent of Health, gives 
prelim inary information on an outbreak of g astro -en teritis  among 
students in a  school. About 400 students became ill with d iarrhea  
approxim ately  9 hours a f te r  eating a m eal a t the school. The 
suspected vehicle of infection was potato salad  with home -m ade 
mayonnaise. It was sta ted  that mayonnaise is  made fresh  every 
day, but som e w as probably kept fo r  m ore than a  day, and th is 
was considered  a  possib le vehicle of infection.

The California Departm ent of Public Health rep o rts  an ou t­
break  of g as tro -en te ritis  in a  private family of 5. They became 
ill 4 h o u rs  a f te r  eating  r ic e ,  chicken b ro th , and m ushroom s.

The sym ptom s w ere nausea, vom iting, abdominal c ram p s, and 
d iarrhea. T here w ere no neurological signs o r symptoms. The 
food w as fresh ly  cooked. The m ushroom s w ere  picked locally 
and lab o ra to ry  exam ination of specim ens showed that possible 
poisonous species w ere present. Bacteriological examination of 
the foods showed B. subtilis.

The Los Angeles County Health D epartm ent re p o rts  3 un­
re la ted  outbreaks of g a s tro -e n te r it is  affecting 21 p e rso n s in 3 
households. The incubation periods ranged from  2 to 5 hours. 
Nonpigmented gram  positive cocci w ere  iso lated  from  a sp e c i­
men of cream  cheese used in “ lassag n ia”  in one of the hom es. 
T his sam e type of o rgan ism  was iso la ted  from  cheese used in 
spaghetti sauce in another home and no bacteria  was found in the 
spaghetti sauce. In the o ther home spaghetti with tomato paste 
w as susp ec ted  to be the veh ic le  of infection but no specim ens 
w ere subm itted fo r bacterio log ical exam ination.
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