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Sudden unexpected infant death rates differ by age at death

Carrie K. Shapiro-Mendoza, PhD, MPH
Centers for Disease Controls and Prevention (CDC) Atlanta, GA 30345

Commentary

Bass et al show that SUID differs by age at death. Understanding factors related to age
differences informs interventions. SUID rarely occurs in the neonatal period. Of the 4
million US births in 2015, SUID accounted for 108 deaths at 0-6 days and 314 deaths at 7—
27 days. Fifty-one deaths were sudden unexpected postnatal collapse (SUPC), born >35
weeks’ gestation, 10-minute APGAR >7, died before 7 days(1). The higher SUID rates in
infants 7-27 days compared to infants 0-7 days likely reflect different underlying etiologies.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s SUID Case Registry (2) program works
with child death review teams to better document the burden of SUID. Review teams are
uniquely positioned to evaluate information about SUID, including SUPC in their
jurisdictions. Teams review environmental and clinical factors from scene investigation,
autopsy, and medical records for all SUID. Dissemination of review findings and
recommendations assists jurisdictions in developing programs to improve infant health and
well-being. Review teams collaborate with healthcare providers and parent education
programs to encourage uptake of infant safe sleep recommendations (3). Ongoing
surveillance of SUID rates by age at death is important to evaluate the impact of infant care
interventions, identify new risk factors, and track progress towards reducing SUID mortality.
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