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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT:

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION (CPC) EXTRAMURAL RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION PROGRAM ON LYME DISEASE

The announcement for new, competitive cooperative proposals to conduct research, treatment and education 
programs on Lyme disease in the United States has been postponed until fiscal year 1998 (FY98). Current award 
recipients will be contacted by the CDC Grants Management Office regarding the application process for 
continuation of current awards.

LYME DISEASE —UNITED STATES. 1996

A total of 12,669 cases of Lyme disease was reported to CDC by 43 states, New York City (NYC), and the 
District of Columbia (DC) for the period January 1 to November 16 (46th week), 1996; a total of 9,932 cases was 
reported by 44 states, NYC, and DC for the same period in 1995 (CDC. MMWR 1996;45:1023). This represents a 
27.6% increase in reported cases in 1996 compared to 1995, and is the largest number of cases reported to CDC in 
this same time period. This increase is accounted for entirely by increased numbers of cases reported by states in 
the New England and Mid-Atlantic regions. The greatest increase was seen in reporting from the New England 
region, 3,782 cases vs 1,901 cases (99.0% increase), where increased numbers of cases by all states; the increases 
were especially striking for Connecticut (2,883 vs 1,411), Rhode Island (471 vs 297), and Massachusetts (316 vs 
135). The Mid-Atlantic region reported 7,692 cases in 1996 vs 6,503 cases in 1995 (18.2% increase) with the 
greatest increases registered by Pennsylvania (1,621 vs 1,190) and upstate New York (3,948 vs 3,294). Anecdotal 
reports of increased wetness for the new England and Mid-Atlantic regions during 1996, and increased numbers 
of Ixodes scapularis ticks in these areas in 1996, may be related to the increase in case reports.
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