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etymologia

Cytokines [si'to-kines]

Thomas J. Gryczan

From the Greek cyfo (cavity or cell) and kine (movement),
cytokines are proteins involved in cell signaling and
function as immunomodulating agents. Cytokines are pro-
duced by immune cells (e.g., macrophages, B and T lympho-
cytes, mast cells, neutrophils, natural killer cells), endothelial
cells, fibroblasts, and stromal cells.

Although the term cytokine had not yet even been
defined, interferon-a, the first cytokine known, was
identified in 1957 as a protein that interfered with virus
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