
V ETER IN A R Y  P U B L IC  H E A L T H  D IV IS IO N  

E S T A B L IS H E D

The V e te r in a r y  P u b l ic  H ea lth  D iv is io n  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  in  t h e  Com m unicable  D i s e a s e  
C e n te r  on S e p te m b e r  5, w i th  Dr. Jam es B. 
S t e e l e ,  DVM, MPIj, as C h ie f .  The new d i v i ­
s i o n ,  w i th  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  A t l a n t a ,  w i l l  
work c l o s e l y  w i th  t h e  L a b o ra to ry  and E p i ­
dem iology  D i v i s i o n s .  I h e  v e t e r i n a r y  p a t h ­
o l o g i s t  a t  t h e  Montgomery l a b o r a t o r y  w i l l  
conduct i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  
t h e  VPH D i v i s i o n .

The f u n c t io n s  o f  th e  V e te r in a r y  D iv is io n  
a r e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and s tu d y  an im al d i s ­
e a s e s  which can  be t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  man; to  
d e v e lo p  c o n t r o l  m e a su re s ;  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  
to  S t a t e  h e a l t h  a g e n c i e s  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  
g a th e re d ;  and to  a s s i s t  S t a t e s  i n  d e v e lo p ­
in g  p rog ram s w i t h i n  t h e i r  own v e t e r i n a r y  
d i v i s i o n s .  The p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i v e  i s  t h e  
c o n t r o l  o f  such  an im al  d i s e a s e s .  B a b ie s ,  
one o f  . t h e  im p o r t a n t  d i s e a s e s  o f  a n im a ls  
t h a t  can be t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  man, i s  b e in g  
g iv e n  i n t e n s i v e  s t u d y  and e m p h a s is .  The 
e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  d i s e a s e  from th e  U n ited  
S t a t e s  i s  t h e  g o a l .

CDC v e t e r i n a r y  p r o j e c t s  have been s e t  up

in  I n d i a n a ,  M ic h ig a n ,  W isc o n s in ,  K a n sa s ,  
C o l o r a d o ,  U t a h ,  and A labam a.

In In d ia n a ,  b r u c e l l o s i s  i s  b e in g  s tu d ie d  
w ith  th e  c o o p e r a t io n  o f  Purdue U n iv e r s i t y ,  
th e  S t a t e  B oard  o f  H e a l t h ,  and th e  S t a t e  
V e t e r i n a r i a n .  I n  M ich igan  S a l m o n e l l o s i s ,  
an e n t e r i t i c  i n f e c t i o n  c a r r i e d  by an im als ,  
i s  b e in g  s t u d i e d .

In  W is c o n s in ,  a j o i n t  s t u d y  o f  c o c c a l  
d i s e a s e s  o f  c a t t l e  and b r u c e l l o s i s  i s  under 
way w ith  th e  a s s i s t a n c e ■o f  th e  S t a t e  Board 
o f  H e a l th ,  th e  S t a t e  V e t e r i n a r i a n  and th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  W isconsin .  In  Utah, th e  p r o j ­
e c t  h a s  b een  m a i n l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  b r u ­
c e l l o s i s ,  r a b i e s ,  and C f e v e r .  A s tu d y  o f  
animal h i s t o p l a s m o s i s  w i l l  be i n a u g u r a t e d  
in  Kansas in  c o o p e r a t io n  w ith  th e  T u b e rc u ­
l o s i s  C o n t r o l  D i v i s i o n .  I n  C o l o r a d o ,  a 
s t a t e  v e t e r i n a r y  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  program i s  
b e in g  e s t a b l i s h e d  as a n a t i o n a l  d em o n s tra ­
t i o n  .

A new u n i t  w i l l  be  s e t  up in  A r iz o n a  to  
s tu d y  th e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  C y s t e r i c o s i s  b o v is  
and i t s  c o n t r o l .  I h e  U n i t  w i l l  a l s o  a id  i n  
t h e  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  r a b i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .
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