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IDEA EXCHANGE
This sect ion  o f  the BULLETIN is  being devoted to new ideas which have proved o f  
value in CDC a c t i v i t i e s .  The purpose o f  t h i s  s e c t ion  i s  to exchange ideas among 
operating u n i t s  o f  CDC. Contribut ions from the f i e l d  are s o l i c i t e d .  Any idea de
veloped l o c a l l y  tha t  can have wider app l ica t ion ,  even i f  not  new, i s  welcome. 
Send i t  in!

MOUSE INOCULATION TEST 

for 

R A B IE S DIA G N O SIS*

Negri bodies are no t always demonstrable in  animals which have died 
of rab ies . The mouse inocu la tion  t e s t  i s  recommended in  N egri-negative 
b ra ins  where the h i s to r y  i s  suggestive  of rab ies  or when confirm ation 
o f  d iagnosis  is  in d ic a te d .  The t e s t  i s  simple and inexpensive.

1. B r a i n  t i s s u e  from Ammon’ s h o rn ,  c e r e b r a l  
c o r t e x ,  and c e re b e l lu m  of  th e  s u s p e c te d  animal 
i s  p o o le d  and ground i n  a  m o r to r  u nd er  a s e p t i c  
c o n d i t i o n s .  S a l i n e  i s  a d d e d  t o  make a 10% 
s u s p e n s i o n .

2. When t i s s u e  i s  ground  th o r o u g h ly ,  th e  su s  
p e n s io n  i s  d e c a n t e d  i n t o  a s t e r i l e  tu b e .

* A l t h o u g h  n o t  “n e w "  and n o t  d e v e l o p e d  i n  CDC, t h i s  t e s t  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  
an e f f o r t  to p r o m o t e  i t s  w i d e r  u s e .
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4. Each o f  t h r e e  mice a r e  i n j e c t e d  i n t r a c e r e 
b r a l  ly  w i t h  0 .0 3  ml. o f  th e  s u s p e n s io n .

6. B r a i n s  a r e  removed from  mice and  l a t e r a l  
s e c t i o n s  c u t  from th e  h e m is p h e re s .

5. Mice a r e  kep t under  c l o s e  o b s e r v a t io n  fo r  14 
days o r  u n t i l  r a b i e s  symptoms deve lop .

3. The s a l i n e  s u s p e n s io n  i s  drawn i n t o  a s t e r 
i l e  Vt m l . t u b e r c u l i n  s y r i n g e  f i t t e d  w i t h  a 
% i n c h ,  27 ga . n e e d l e .

7 . T is s u e  f i lm s  a r e  p r e p a r e d  by the  im p re s s io n  8 .  S l i d e s  a r e  s t a i n e d  w i t h  S e l l e r s ’ s t a i n ,  
method. washed, d r i e d ,  and examined fo r  N egri  b o d ie s .


