
War I I  ( s u c h  as th e  th iocyanates}  a re  
discussed . Also, the American A. L. 63 and 
MYL and v a r i o u s  i n s e c t i c i d e s  used  in  
Russia’ s war-wrecked c i t i e s  are considered. 
The s e c t i o n  on DDT i s  q u i t e  a d e q u a te .  
There i s  a good d isc u ss io n  o f  the powder 
and i t s  use  in  mass d e lo u s in g  programs, 
c lo th in g  im pregnation , and the use o f  a 
DDT h a i r  em ulsion  fo r  head l i c e .  There 
i s  no a c c o u n t ,  however, o f  th e  use o f  
IDT in the Naples typhus epidemic or i t s  
use in  preventing wide-spread dissemination 
of typhus by delousing DP’s and other war 
re fu g e e s .  The book was f in i s h e d  in  1945 
b e f o r e  t h i s  in f o r m a t io n  was g e n e r a l l y  
availab le .

Vaccine p r e p a r a t i o n  by th e  la b o r io u s  
Weigl t e c h n iq u e ,  which in v o lv e s  r e c t a l  
i n f e c t i o n  o f  l i c e  w ith  r i c k e t t s i a e ,  i s  
mentioned in the f in a l  chapter. No mention 
i s  made o f  v a c c in e s  p re p a r e d  from th e  
chick embryo, which were used ex ten s iv e ly  
in  th e  N a p le s  ty p h u s  e p id e m ic ;  o r  o f  
vaccines made from in fec ted  mouse or ra b ­
b i t  lung t is s u e ,  which was used in  Mexico.

The b ib liography  and index appear to be 
s a t i s fa c to ry  and complete.

“ The Louse”  i s  a va luab le  c o n tr ib u t io n  
to  m edical entomology and a book which 
every  worker in  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  would do 
well to  have in h is  l ib ra ry .

  Harry D. P ra t t

SPECIAL PROJECTS
P R E V E N T I O N  OF R U S T  
ON STEEL RAT TRAPS

Me th o d s  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  s t e e l  t r a p s  
a g a i n s t  r u s t i n g  and f o r  rem oving  

r u s t  from them have long been sought by 
r a t  t r a p p e r s .  Numerous su g g e s t io n s  have 
been made. B u f f in g  fo l lo w e d  by w ip ing  
w ith  kerosene  soaked c lo th s ,  o r  d ipp ing  
in  m e l te d  p a r a f f i n  a re  two methods o f  
p r o t e c t i o n .  One o f  th e  most p r a c t i c a l  
m ethods e v o lv e d  has been  th e  d ip p in g  
o f  t r a p s  in  a 17 p e r c e n t  s o l u t i o n  o f  
p h o spho ric  a c id .  T h is  n o t  on ly  removes 
r u s t  b u t  p r o v id e s  a c o a t i n g  somewhat 
r e s i s ta n t  to fu rthe r  rusting.

Recently, two new suggestions  have been 
made: d i p p in g  t r a p s  in  a r u b b e r - b a s e
p l a s t i c  c a l l e d  P a r a s p r a y ,  and p l a t i n g  
t r a p s  w ith  cadmium. The former appears  
to  p rov ide  good p r o te c t io n  a g a in s t  r u s t  
when the t r a p s  a re  in  s to ra g e ,  provided 
t h a t  t r a p s  a re  r u s t - f r e e  when d ip p ed .  
Paraspray coating i s  not durable, however, 
and r e a d i ly  chips from traps  which a re  in

use, and metal s u r fa c e s  a re  thus exposed 
to rusting.

Cadmium p la t in g  proved an economical as 
well as a s a t i s f a c to r y  way of ru s t - p ro o f ­
ing t ra p s .  These t rap s  cos t  only 65 cents 
per dozen more than the  cos t  of unp la ted  
t ra p s .  In a w eathering  t e s t  a t  Savannah, 
G a ., cadmium-plated t r a p s  and phosphoric 
ac id -P a rasp ray  dipped t ra p s  were exposed 
fo r  a period  of nea r ly  f ive  months. Rain­
f a l l  was f r e q u e n t  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d ;  
th e re fo re ,  t ra p s  were sub jec t  to  p e riod ic  
w etting . At the end of the t e s t ,  cadmium- 
p la ted  t ra p s  gave no evidence of ru s t in g .  
Dipped t r a p s  were r u s te d  in  s p o ts ,  a l ­
though they  were n o t  in  bad c o n d i t io n .

On th e  b a s i s  o f  s m a l l - s c a l e  t r a p p in g  
t e s t s ,  no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was 
d e te c te d  in  the  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  cadmium- 
p l a t e d  t r a p s  as compared w ith  t h a t  o f  
p h o spho ric  a c id - P a ra s p r a y  d ipped  t r a p s  
for capturing Hattus norvegicus.
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