
TRANSMISSION OF PLAGUE

P l a g u e  b a c i l l i  may be t r a n s m i t t e d  by f l e a s  
f r o m w i l d  r o d e n t s  t o  d o m e s t i c  r a t s  or  f r om 
d o m e s t i c  r a t s  t o  w i l d  r o d e n t s .  D o m e s t i c  r a t  
f l e a s  commonly t r a n s m i t  p l a gu e  t o  human b e in g s  
i n  t hos e  p a r t s  of  t h e  wor ld  where d o m e s t i c  r a t

f l e a s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a b u n d a n t ,  Wi ld r o d e n t  
f l e a s  a l s o  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t r a n s m i t  p l a gu e  b a c i l l i  
t o  man. Man may a l s o  ac q u i r e  p l ague  i n f e c t i o n  by 
h a n d l i n g  d i s e a s e d  r o d e n t s  and by sputum i n f e c ­
t i o n  from pe r s on s  i l l  w i t h  pneumonic p l agu e .
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