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Jrtesy of the David J. Sencer CDC Museum

THE
EPIDEMIOLOGY

OF
MURINE TYPHUS

C O N T E N T S
1. The th ree  elements  of a murine typhus epidemic—animal 

r e se rv o i r  ( r a t s )  t o  vec to r  ( r a t  f l e a s )  to  man.
2. Human incidence o f  murine typhus inc luding  geographic 

d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  age, sex and so c ia l  s t a tu s  d i s t r ib u t io n ;  
and seasonal c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

3. Charac ter  of  r a t  r e s e rv o i r  of in f e c t io n  including mode 
o f  pe rpe tua tion  and mode o f  transmission.

4. The r e l a t i o n  o f  th e  v e c to r  t o  the  r e s e r v o i r  and t o  
humans.

5. The r o l e  of  the  doc to r  in  d iag n os is ,  s e ro lo g ic a l  con
f i rm a t ion ,  and re p o r t in g  of  murine typhus.

6. The ro le  of  the Public  Health  O ff ice r  in  lo c a t in g  foci 
of in fe c t io n ,  i n s t i t u t i n g  continuous con tro l  measures, 
and cooperat ing  with the USPHS in  an a ly s is  and con tro l  
o f  epidemics.

7. The ro le  o f  PHS epidem io log ists  in  lo ca t in g  in fec t io u s  
r a t s ,  confirming by complement-fixation t e s t s ,  counting 
and i d e n t i f y i n g  e c t o p a r a s i t e s ,  a n a ly z in g  d a t a ,  and 
i n s t i t u t i n g  con tro l  measures.

8. B r i e f  v i s u a l i z a t i o n  o f  key c o n t r o l  a c t i v i t i e s :  DDT 

d us t ing ,  poisoning r a t s ,  and ra tp roo f in g  bu ild ings.
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B lack fit W hite  
| Length: 665 F eet

Time: 18 M inutes

P u b l i c  H e a l th  S e r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l ,  
physicians, medical s tu den ts ,  nurses, 
labora tory  techn ic ians ,  p ro fess iona l  
p e r so n n e l  i n t e r e s t e d  in  r a t  borne 
d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l .

G RAPH IC FORM
•  Photography
•  A nim ation

To teach  basic  understanding of ep i-  jj 
d e m io lo g ic a l  p ro c e d u re s  o f  murine > 
typhus and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  to  p re -  $ 
v en t ion  and c o n t r o l .


