
Striking Back Against Rabies
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P U R P O S E
To em phasize the need for a Nation-wide rabies 

control program and to dep ic t the various step s  
and procedures by which public health  personnel, 
physic ians, laboratory techn ic ians, ve terinarians, 
livestock d ise a se  control o ffic ia ls, and other c i t i ­
zens may cooperate on local, S tate , and national 
levels toward the in itiation  and execution of such 
a program.

A U D IE N C E
F ed era l, S ta te , and local public health  personnel, 

livestock d isease  control o ffic ia ls , physic ians, 
laboratory techn ic ians, veterinarians, and public 
health , m edical, and veterinary s tu d en ts .

C O N T E N T
New spaper head lines announce a rab ies ep i­

demic in a typ ical county, and report tha t the 
county health departm ent has called  in the State 
public health  veterinarian  and a F edera l rab ies 
control expert to  s e t  up emergency control m eas­
u res . Radio news commentator broadcasts the 
proper precautionary procedures for anyone bitten 
by a stray  and possib ly  rabid animal, as w ell a s  
how to safeguard oneself un til an emergency con­
trol program is  put into effec t. In consultation 
with the county public health  officer and the S tate 
veterinarian , the F ed era l rab ies control expert 
suggests: (1) issu in g  a quarantine order res tric tin g  
the movement of a ll dogs in the county; (2) e s ta b ­
lish ing  emergency dog inoculation c lin ics located 
a t s tra teg ic  points; and (3) organizing a ll of the 
practicing veterinarians in the county for an emer­

gency canine vaccination program. A local physi­
cian reports that he has three more persons suffer­
ing from dog b ite . The doctors in conference advise  
him tha t the State w ill furnish vaccine but that 
rab ies vaccination should be delayed un til the dog 
is  caught and examined for rab ies, if  the delay is  
not too long. The scene  changes to a re s id en tia l 
area where a rabid dog, the suspected  anim al, 
s taggers ac ross a lawn and fa lls  h e lp le ss . Dog 
w ardens arrive and, w ith long poles equipped with 
lea ther loops, load the dog into the ir wagon and 
take him to the local humane sh e lte r for observa­
tion . The dog dies and i ts  head is  se n t to the 
health  department laboratory. The brain is  removed 
and under the microscope Negri bodies are revealed  
in the brain c e lls , e sp ec ia lly  in those of Ammon’s 
horn. Therefore, the d iagnosis for rab ies is  p osi­
tiv e , and the local physician proceeds to in jec t 
with vaccine every day for 14 days a ll those who 
were bitten by the rabid dog. In the meantime, the 
emergency program to control the epidem ic h a s  
operated effic ien tly  and 80 percent of a ll dogs in 
the county are immunized in 1 week. As soon a s  
the county epidemic is  under control, the S tate 
public health  veterinarian and the F edera l rab ies  
control expert outline procedures by which rab ies  
may be controlled throughout the S tate and N ation.

COMMENTS

Another motion picture in the rab ies  se rie s  is  
4-111, “ The Laboratory D iagnosis of R a b ie s .”  
F ilm strip s are 5-093, “ The F ig h t A gainst R a b ie s ,”  
and 5-105, “ The Laboratory D iagnosis of R a b ie s .”

N e w s p a p e r s  and  r a d io  s t a t io n s  are a lw a y s  w i l l in g  to  c o o p e r a te  in  o r g a n iz in g  c o m m u n ity  in t e r e s t  for  
th e  e x e c u t io n  o f  lo c a l  r a b ie s  c o n tr o l p ro g ra m s.
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