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developed in order to rehabilitate blighted areas 
of a community. Regulatory laws on structures, 
environment, and rehabilitation are complex and a 
general code applicable throughout the country is 
not feasible« Each trainee is briefed on certain 
fundamental points which must be considered when 
discussing these laws.

Candidates for h o u s i n g  training need not be 
engineers, but they should have some background 
of experience in environmental san itation, s ta t is 
tic s , or city planning. These persons should be 
well acquainted with their local problems because 
part of the training period w ill be given to a d is
cussion and consideration of their local needs. 
Candidates who meet these requirements may be 
supervisory personnel of State and local health 
d e p a r t m e n t s ,  city planners, or rehabilitation 
commissioners.

New subject matter is being added to the gE neral 
subject of housing sanitation and new training aid 
films are being made in c o o p e r a t i o n  with the 
Audio-Visual Production Services. In addition to 
training aid film s, kits for the use of field repre
sentatives are being developed to meet the needs 
for reference material on the subject of housing. 
With the aid of this new material, it is hoped that 
the training program in housing may a s s is t  State 
and local agencies in meeting the needs and de
mands from the entire country.

R E F E R E N C E S
(1) Scheele, Leonard A.: Presented in hearings 

before the Subcommittee of the Committee on 
Banking and Currency, United States Senate, 
E ighty-first Congress (February 11, 1949).

(2) Bulletin of F ield  Training Programs: Federal 
Security Agency, Public Health Service, Com
municable Disease Center (1951).

b y  CltcJUtiJtMUf a  New. R egional G entesi
EMIL A. TIBONI, S. A. S an ita rian  (R)*

A center for the t r a i n i n g  of personnel in the Communicable Disease C en ter.It is hoped that this
hygiene of housing has been e s t a b l i s h e d  a t Center in  cooperation with State and local agencies
Syracuse, N. Y ., as a joint effort of the Syracuse w ill sa tisfy  the growing needs for training in this
Health Department and Training Services of the increasingly important aspect of housing activity

♦ T r a in in g  S e r v i c e s ,  C D C , S y r a c u s e  H o u s in g  T r a i n i n g  C e n t e r ,  S y r a c u s e ,  N . Y .

14

Courtesy of the David J. Sencer CDC Museum

active housing programs that are presently under 
way. The trainee has the opportunity of working in 
the field where he is confronted with the real prob
lem s, almost identical with those of his locality. 
In addition to the dwelling appraisal in the field , a 
certain amount of time is spent in a city planning 
office where problems of planning the dwelling 
environment are solved. The results of the field 
appraisal are s u m m a r i z e d  in the office and the 
analysis made. The analysis is then used as a 
basis for determining what action is necessary to 
improve the conditions of housing (2 ).

Although we d e p e n d  on the “educational ap
proach” to carry out a program, it is very necessary 
that equitable, strong, and constitutional laws be

T r a i n e e  r e c e i v i n g  f i e l d  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  d w e l l in g  a p p r a i s a l .



in the northeastern portion of the country.
The Center is under the direction of Dr. C. A. 

Sargent, Commissioner of Health of S y r a c u s e .  
Training courses are conducted by a training of
ficer assigned by Training Services of the Com
municable D isease Center. The housing evaluation 
program of the city health department is being used 
as a teach ing  facility . In addition to conducting 
training courses, the t r a i n i n g  officer has been 
placed in charge of the health department housing 
activ ity  as a means of promoting unity of policy 
and action between the training and operational 
programs.

Cooperation has also  been extended to other 
agencies by the city health d e p a r t m e n t  and the 
Training Center. Special surveys for the Syracuse 
Housing Authority are in progress to furnish data 
for p r o g r a m s  under the Housing Act of 1949. A 
standing agreement has also  been reached for the 
health department to complete a ll housing evalu
ations for tenant se lec tion  or other purposes as 
needed by the Housing Authority.Close cooperation 
also  exists with the State health department and 
Syracuse University.

Training in the appraisal method is provided for 
supervisory personnel of State or local health de
partments or other agencies concerned with housing, 
such as city planning c o m m i s s i o n s ,  housing

authorities, urban redevelopment a g e n c i e s ,  or 
sim ilar o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  including nonofficial 
agencies.

Courses in the appraisal method are of 5 weeks 
duration and are scheduled at frequent intervals on 
a permanently continuing basis. Completion of such 
a course qualifies the trainee to estab lish  the use 
of the appraisal method in his community and to 
train subordinate personnel for essen tia l duties.

In addition, shorter courses of various types are 
a lso  given. These range from 1-day seminars for 
orientation of selected  groups to courses of 1 or 2 
weeks or longer. The latter courses arc designed 
for s p e c i a l  purposes such as the review of the 
la test developments in legislation, administrative 
techniques in community housing improvement pro
grams, or housing standards.

Courses to provide a basic general knowledge 
of housing to regional training officer-s and Public 
Health Service personnel in regional offices, and 
similar short courses for health officers and other 
local administrators, are also  in preparation and 
are expected to be given shortly.

Information concerning available co irses and 
training assistance may be obtained either through 
Training Services of the Communicable Disease 
Center, or d i r e c t l y  from the Syracuse Housing 
Training Center, City Hall, Syracuse, N. Y.
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The definition of the word “health” as given 
by the World Health Cfcganization in its constitu
tion ( l )  is: “Health is a state  of complete physical, 
mental, and soc ia l well-being and not merely the 
absence of disease or infirmity.”

Housing is  essen tially  shelter, although few 
would accept this limited definition. The Committee 
on the Hygiene of Housing uses the term “adequate 
s h e l t e r . ” Dr. Leonard A. Scheele (2 ), Surgeon 
General of the Public Health Service, in testifying 
before the Subcommittee on Banking and Currency 
of the United States Senate* f u r t h e r  delineates

♦ T r a in in g  S e r v ic e * ,  C D C .

housing in terms of “ . . . s a f e ,  sanitary and decent 
hom es.”

If one were asked what is meant by “an adequate 
sh e lte r” or by a “safe, sanitary and decent home,” 
a list of 30 principles would probably be required 
to explain these words. These principles, clearly 
s ta ted , were developed by the Committee on the 
Hygiene of Housing soon after it was formed. The 
Committee describes them as “Basic Principles of 
Healthful Housing” (3) and groups them into four 
sec tions. These 30 principles are grouped into 
sections designated as follows: Protection against
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