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During the la s t  century many F ederal and State 
executive departm ents and agencies have s u c c e s s ­
ively been charged with re sp o n sib ilitie s  re la ting  
to the development, u tiliza tion , and conservation 
of the N ation’s water resources. P rogress in coor­
dinating and in tegrating the ac tiv itie s  of these  
agencies has been achieved both through sta tu tory  
provisions and adm inistrative ac tions. F edera l 
inter-agency cooperation on m atters concerning 
public health has been a c c o m p l i s h e d  largely 
through adm inistrative procedures.

For a number of years, inter-agency agreem ents 
have formed the basis  for Public H ealth Service 
undertakings re la ted  to F ederal development of 
water and land resources. The m alaria surveys, 
reports on impounded water ac tiv itie s , and mosqui­
to investig a tio n s in irrigated a reas , exemplify 
Communicable D isease  C enter a c tiv itie s  under­
taken in accordance with such agreem ents reached 
with the Corps of Engineers and Bureau of R ecla­
mation. Although much benefit has accrued a s  a 
re su lt of efforts to incorporate public health  con­
sidera tions into planning for major water resources 
programs, many w eaknesses have been evident in 
th is  agreem ent procedure for voluntary cooperation. 
While consultan t serv ices  by CDC have been ren­
dered to c o n s t r u c t i n g  agencies under various 
agreem ents, h e r e t o f o r e  there has b e e n  a 
noticeable lack of provisions for integrated plan­
ning with in te rests  such as  F ish  and Wildlife 
Service, Soil Conservation Service, National 
Park Service, F o re s t Service, and others. The 
estab lishm ent of the Arkansas-W hite-Red B asins 
Inter-Agency Committee (AWRBIAC) and p artic i­
pation by CDC in the work of that Committee, now 
make close coordination within these  constituen t 
agencies a re a lity . The p o ten tia litie s  of the 
AWRBIAC are great. A review of the step s  leading
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to its  formation may add to a better understanding 
of its  importance.

The need for comprehensive planning and de­
velopment to meet national ob jectives and derive 
maximum benefits from our river system s and their 
w atersheds long has been recognized. A forward 
s tep  w as taken on December 29, 1943, when an 
inter-agency agreem ent e s tab lish ed  the F ederal 
Inter-Agency River B asin  Committee (FIARBC). 
(Original members included the Departments of 
Agriculture, the Army, the Interior, and the Federal 
Power Commission. The Department of Commerce 
became a party to the agreement in 1946 and the 
F edera l Security Agency in 1950).

The purpose of the agreem ent w as to provide a  
m eans for constituent agencies “ to cooperate more 
com pletely in the p r e p a r a t i o n  of reports on 
multiple-purpose p ro jec ts  and to correlate the 
re su lts  to  the g rea test p rac ticab le  ex ten t.”  Of 
spec ia l in te rest to th is  group w as the River and 
Harbor and Flood Control A cts of 1950, which, 
among other th ings, contained a sp ec ia l provision 
for a comprehensive survey of the A rkansas, White, 
and Red River B asins. (The A rkansas, White, and 
Red River B asin s  contain about 180,000,000 acres 
of land located  in 8 S ta tes, namely: L ou isiana , 
A rkansas, M issouri, T ex as, K ansas, Colorado, 
Oklahoma, and New Mexico.)

Upon p assage  of th is  b ill the P res id en t of the 
United S ta tes pointed out in separate  le tte rs  to 
member agencies of the FIARBC that “ It is  essen ­
tia l that the Executive agencies organize their 
efforts to rea lize  a s  far a s  possib le  under ex is t­
ing law, the p o ten tia litie s  of the b road-scale, 
integrated national resources study for the Arkan­
s a s , White, and Red River B asin s  authorized in
H. R. 5472.”  For the purpose of conducting th is  
survey, the P residen t requested  a s  a firs t s tep  that 
the  various agencies concerned “ organize an inter­
agency committee, formulate procedure, and map 
out a jo in t plan of investigation , indicating  specif­
ica lly  the prec ise  re sp o n sib ilitie s  of each and the
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prospective allocation of agency resources to the 
joint effort.” The establishm ent of the field inter­
agency committee requested by the President was 
directed by resolution of the FIARBC on June 12, 
1950.

Representatives of the Communicable D isease  
Center a t t e n d e d  the first m e e t i n g  of the 
AWRBIAC* on July 28, 1950. There plans were 
laid with the FSA representative for CDC partici­
pation in Public Health Service phases of the com­
prehensive study. An agreement between Public 
Health Service D ivisions provides that “ The FSA 
representative on the field committee shall have 
responsibility for all PHS matters contained in the 
report of the AWRBIAC and shall have full respon­
sib ility  for PHS work with the Committee,”  and 
“ Liaison men w ill be designated by CDC, EHC, 
and the Sanitation Division to cooperate with the 
FSA representative.”

Public Health Service in te rests  a s  s ta ted  to the 
Committee by the FSA represen tative are: “ (1) The 
prevention or reduction of pollution of inter-State 
w aters and their tribu taries and the improvement of 
surface and underground w ater, (2) the safeguard­
ing of public and dom estic water supp lies, (3) the 
protection and proper management of water recre­
ational fac ilitie s  for the benefit of health  and wel­
fare, (4) safeguarding aga in st property damage 
resu lting  from pollution and from the harmful effect 
of m osquitoes, and (5) public health  a sp ec ts  of
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flood control, drainage, and irriga tion .”  It was 
further sta ted  that “ It is  an objective of the Public 
Health Service to determine that no serious public 
health  hazards be incorporated into water re­
sources development p ro je c ts .”

In preparation for a comprehensive report, the 
Committee has designated  the Public  Health Ser­
vice as the Chairman Agency for work groups to 
study and report on Pollu tion  Abatement and Mos­
quito Control. The su b jec ts  for which work groups 
have been e s t a b l i s h e d  are: (1) Navigation;
(2) Flood Control, Water Flow  R etardation, and 
F lood F orecasting ; (3) Drainage; (4) Domestic and 
Industrial Water Supply; (5) Irrigation and R ecla­
mation; (6) Hydroelectric Power Development and 
U tilization; (7) A griculture, Soil C onservation, 
Forestry  and Sediment Control; (8) F ish  and Wild­
life ; (9) R ecreation; (10) Pollution Abatement; 
(11) Land R esources D ata; (12) Economic Base 
Survey; (13) Water R esources Data; (14) Mapping; 
(15) Mineral and Geology; (16) Mosquito Control 
and A llied Problem s; (17) D escription of B asin  
and S ta tis tica l Information; and (18) B enefits and 
C o sts . The Communicable D isease  C enter, having 
primary in te rest in item 16 above, assigned  a rep­
resen ta tive  to the office of the FSA member on 
October 1, 1950 to carry out the study and pre­
pare the Mosquito Control Report. In performing 
th is  function, th is  represen tative is  a s s is te d  by 
other members of the work group, including in ter­
ested  F ederal agencies and rep resen ta tives of the 
eigh t S ta tes . T hus, coordination is  achieved dur­
ing the planning s tag es .
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During the month of September the following 

public health officers and trainees were visitors 
to CDC:

Miss Edith M. Radley, Missionary Nurse, United 
Church of Canada, Angola, Portuguese West Africa.

Kenneth H. Ave, D istrict Sanitary Inspector, 
Department of Health, H ilo, Hawaii.

Robert Y. W. L ee, Supervisor, Rodent Control, 
Department of Health, H ilo, Hawaii.

Allan McDermott, Superintendent of Roads and 
Works, Jamaica G o v e r n m e n t ,  Montego B ay, 
Jamaica, B.W.I.

Walter J. Sczawinski, Sanitarian, Alaska Depart­
ment of Health, Anchorage, Alaska.
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