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^(elà T* Octioities ci tlte 

Qommunica tle V  isease Cemtei

E l l i s  S.  T i s d a l e ,  S e n i o r  S a n i t a r y  E n g i n e e r

Surgeon Genera l Leonard A .S c h e e le ,  M.D., 
in  speaking  t o  the  M assach u se t ts  Pub lic  

H e a l th  C onference  a t  Amherst i n  June  1948, 
commented upon the  e x t e n t  o f  p e rso n n e l  needs 
in  th e  f i e l d  o f  p u b l ic  h e a l t h  a s  f o l lo w s :  

“ The N a t i o n  h a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 0 ,0 0 0  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r so n n e l  employed in  p u b l ic  
h e a l t h  work bu t n o t  more th a n  o n e - t h i r d  of  
th e se  have had the formal t r a i n i n g  re q u ire d  
by minimum s t a n d a r d s .  ¡Mation-wide we need 
6 0 ,0 0 0  t r a i n e d  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  w o r k e r s .  To 
t r a i n  3 0 ,000  new r e c r u i t s  and 2 0 ,0 0 0  p e r 

sons need in g  v a ry in g  amounts o f  a d d i t i o n a l  
s t u d y  — 5 0 ,0 0 0  in  a l l  — we have o n ly  ten  
s c h o o ls  o f  p u b l ic  h e a l t h ,  a l l  of which are  
h a r d  p r e s s e d  f o r  t h e  means t o  expand and 
some o f which a re  hard  p re s se d  t o  hold t h e i r  
s t a t u s  quo. F i e ld  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r s  a re  e s -  
pec i a 1ly  needed . ”

The Communicable D is e a s e  C e n t e r ,  w i th  a 
b ack g ro u n d  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  a c h ie v e m en ts  in  
t r a i n i n g  workers fo r  th e  f i e l d s  o f  m a la r ia -  
and r o d e n t - b o r n e  d i s e a s e  c o n t r o l ,  has e s 
t a b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  r e g i o n a l  f i e l d - t r a i n i n g
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c e n t e r s  d u r i n g  1946 , 1 9 4 7 ,  and  1 9 4 8 ,  in  
o r d e r  t o  more e f f e c t i v e l y  a s s i s t  a l l  t h e  
S t a t e s  w i th  p r a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  ( i n t e r n s h i p  
t y p e )  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p e r s o n n e l .

These  r e g i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r s  e s t a b 
l i s h e d  th ro u g h  th e  c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t  o f  
S t a t e  and l o c a l  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  
lo c a te d  as  fo l lo w s :

S o u th e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  U . S .  — A t l a n t a ,  
Colum bus, A lb a n y ,  and S a v a n n a h ,  G a .

N o r t h e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  U . S .  — A lb a n y  
and T r o y ,  N . Y.

M idwestern s e c t i o n  o f  U .S .  — C i n c i n n a t i ,  
O h io ,  and T o p ek a ,  K ans .

W e s t e r n  o r  Rocky M o u n ta in  s e c t i o n  — 
D e n v e r ,  C o lo .

P r e s e n t e d  in  t h i s  B u l l e t i n  a r e  s h o r t  
summaries — p rep a red  by T r a i n i n g  D iv i s io n  
t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r s  — o f  f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  
c o u r s e s  c a r r i e d  on  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  2 
y e a r s .  R e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  w i l l  
d e v e l o p  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h i s  p r a c t i c a l  
t r a i n i n g  f a l l s  i n t o  two c a t e g o r i e s .

(1)  I n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  CDC p e r s o n 
n e l ;  and in s e c t  and ro d en t  c o n t r o l  t r a i n i n g  
f o r  f o r e i g n  v i s i t o r s  who have t a k e n  a c a 
demic c o u rs e s  a t  th e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  h e re  in  
t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  and who d e s i r e  t o  p a r 
t i c i p a t e  in  th e  a p p l i c a t io n  of  th e s e  pub lic  
h e a l t h  p r i n c i p l e s  a b o u t  w h ic h  t h e y  have 
s t u d i e d .

(2)  F i e l d  t r a i n i n g  o f  b o th  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
and n o n p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  n e a r l y  
a l l  t y p e s  o f  w o rk e rs  em ployed  by l o c a l ,  
S t a t e ,  or F ed e ra l  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s .  These 
i n c l u d e  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r s ,  s a n i t a r y  e n g i 
n e e r s ,  s a n i t a r i a n s  ( p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r a d e ) ,  
and h e a l t h  e d u c a t o r s ;  and in  t h e  n o n p r o 
f e s s i o n a l  c a t e g o r y ,  s a n i t a r y  i n s p e c t o r s ,  
s a n i t a r i a n s  f o r  m ilk  and food  s a n i t a t i o n

c o n t r o l ,  r o d e n t -  and i n s e c t - b o r n e  d i s e a s e  
c o n t r o l ,  and  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  
r e c o r d s  p e r s o n n e l .

The f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r s  h a v e  b een  
s t r a t e g i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t  
o f  u s in g  them a s  f o c a l  p o i n t s  from  which 
a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t r a i n i n g  c o u ld  be r e n d e r e d  
t o  S t a t e s  t h a t  a l r e a d y  have e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
o r  i n t e n d  t o  d e v e lo p ,  f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  f a 
c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  own.

Many S t a t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  F l o r i d a ,  L o u i s i 
ana , North C a ro l in a ,  T exas,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and 
M ic h ig a n ,  have d e v e lo p e d ,  w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  from c e r t a i n  f o u n d a t io n s ,  e f f e c 
t i v e  f i e l d - t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  O the rs  a re  
i n  t h e  p ro c e s s  o f  d o in g  s o .  I t  i s  t h e  aim 
o f  th e  T r a i n i n g  D i v i s i o n  t o  h e l p  a l l  th e  
S t a t e s  — by lo an  o f  p e r s o n n e l  and by f u r 
n i s h i n g  t r a i n i n g  a id s  such  as  m o tion  p i c 
t u r e s ,  f i l m  s t r i p s ,  m a n u a l s ,  and e q u i p 
ment — t o  d e v e lo p  th e  most e s s e n t i a l  f a 
c i l i t i e s ,  in  o rder  t h a t  th e s e  50 ,000  people 
m e n t io n e d  by D r .  S c h e e l e  may be q u i c k l y  
t r a i n e d  and s t a r t e d  on t h e i r  im portan t  work 
o f  p re v e n t in g  d i s e a s e  th ro u g h  we 11-conceived 
and e f f i c i e n t l y  e x ecu ted  programs in  l o c a l  
h e a l t h  d e p a r tm e n ts .

In  th e  fo l low ing  b r i e f  summaries, s e v e r a l  
o f  th e  t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r s  a t  h e a d q u a r te rs  of 
t h e  T r a i n i n g  D i v i s i o n  i n  A t l a n t a  and a t  
r e g i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  
c o u n t ry  have o u t l in e d  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  f i e l d  
t r a i n i n g .  I t  canno t be to o  s t r o n g l y  empha
s i z e d  t h a t  w ith o u t  th e  sy m p a th e t ic  and e n 
t h u s i a s t i c  support  of the  d i r e c t o r s  o f  th e se  
l o c a l  and S t a t e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  where 
t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a re  under way, no e f f e c 
t i v e  f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  can  be c a r r i e d  on by 
th e  P u b l ic  H e a l th  S e r v i c e .
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