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H O U S I N G  S A N I T A T I O N  
T R A I N I N G

Ross W. Buck, S. A. Engineer in charge 

Housing Training Section

M ark  Twain i s  qu ot ed  as  sa y in g ,  “ Ev e ry 
bo d y  t a l k s  a b o u t  t h e  w e a t h e r  a l o t  
b u t  no one does  a n y t h i n g  abo ut  i t . ” Almost  

t h e  same c o u l d  be s a i d  a b o u t  t h e  s u b j e c t  
o f  Hous ing .  Pe op le  have been d e p l o r i n g  th e  
s l u m s o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  f o r  some t i m e ,  b u t  
r e l a t i v e l y  few p e r s o n s  have  a t t e m p t e d  to 
do  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  th e  s i t u a t i o n .

The American P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
t h r o u g h  i t s  Committee on t h e  H y g ie n e  of  
H o u s in g ,  i s  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  done 
s o m e t h i n g  on H o u s i n g .  I t  h a s  c o n d u c t e d  
r e s e a r c h  on the  Bas i c  P r i n c i p l e s  of  H e a l t h 
f u l  H o u s i n g ;  i t  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  a method  
f o r  m easu r in g  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  e x i s t i n g  
h o u s i n g ;  and i t  i s  now e x p l o r i n g  t h e  s u b 
j e c t  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s .  The method t h e  APHA 
has  dev e lo p ed  g i v e s  us t h e  t o o l  f o r  e v a l u 
a t i n g  a v e r y  c o m p l e x  s u b j e c t  i n  s u c h  a 
way t h a t  o r d i n a r y  laymen, as w e l l  as e n g i 
n e e r s ,  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s .  A 
c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  b a s i c  problems 
i s  n e c e s s a r y  b e f o r e  p o l i c y  o r  p l a n s  f o r  
c o n c e r t e d  a c t i o n  can be c a r r i e d  ou t  w i t h 
o u t  l o s t  m o t i o n  o r  w a s t e f u l  d u p l i c a t i o n .

The Pu b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  has  been c o g n i 
z a n t  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  h o u s i n g  
s a n i t a t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h e  war  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
p r o g r e s s  was made i n  h e l p i n g  co m m u n i t i e s  
w i t h  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s a n i t a t i o n  p r o b 
lems .  The need f o r  f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  o f  l o c a l  
h e a l t h  de pa r tm en ts  in  t h e  l a t e s t  p r a c t i c e s  
and  modus op e ra n d i  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  
few y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  e v i d e n t .  A h o u s i n g  
s a n i t a t i o n  s e c t i o n  has r e c e n t l y  been  a c t i 
v a t e d  i n  t h e  T r a i n i n g  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e

Communicable Disease  C en te r  t o  provide  t h i s  
f i e l d  t r a i n i n g .  The P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  
h a s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  an a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  
Committee on the  Hygiene o f  H e a l t h  in  which 
t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  w i l l  “ promote ,  
i n s t a l l ,  and s e r v i c e  h o u s in g  s u r v e y s . ” The 
T r a i n i n g  D i v i s i o n  of  t h e  Communicable D i s 
e a s e  C e n t e r  has been c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  r e 
s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  de ve lopi ng  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i 
t i e s  and o f  su p p l y i n g  c o n s u l t a n t  s e r v i c e s  
t o  u s e r  a g e n c i e s .  I n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h i s  
c h a r g e ,  t h e  T r a i n i n g  D i v i s i o n  has  had th e  
co o p e r a t i o n  of  Dr. James F.  Hackney, D i r e c 
t o r  o f  t h e  D ep a r tm ent  o f  H e a l t h ,  C i t y  o f  
A t l a n t a  Heal th  Department ,  and Mr. S t a f f o r d  
W. Graydon,  P ub l ic  H e a l t h  E n g i n e e r .  T h e r e 
f o r e ,  i t  has been p o s s i b l e  a t  t h i s  t ime  t o  
c o n d u c t  a f i v e - w e e k  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  i n  
the  atmosphere of  an a c t i v e  hous in g  program 
c a r r i e d  ou t  by a c i t y  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t .  
The problems f a c i n g  e a c h  t r a i n e e  a r e  r e a l  
and ,  i n  most c a s e s ,  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h o s e  
he w i l l  meet  a t  home. I t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  
s u f f i c i e n t  demand i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  
th e  c o u n t ry  w i l l  e n a b le  t h e  T r a i n i n g  D i v i 
s i o n  t o  s u pp le m en t  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  
A t l a n t a  T r a i n i n g  S t a t i o n  w i t h  t r a i n i n g  a t  
o t h e r  s t a t i o n s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t r a i n i n g  on t h e  d w e l l i n g  
a p p r a i s a l s ,  a c e r t a i n  amount  o f  t i m e  i s  
s p e n t  i n  a c i t y  p l a n n i n g  o f f i c e .  Problems 
o f  c i t y  p l a n n i n g  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  and c o n 
s i d e r e d  as they  r e l a t e  t o  h o u s i n g  problems 
and th e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  b l i g h t e d  a r e a s .  
A l t h o u g h  we d e p e n d  on t h e  “ e d u c a t i o n a l  
a p p r o a c h ” t o  c a r r y  o u t  a p r o g r a m ,  i t  i s
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v e r y  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  e q u i t a b l e ,  s t r o n g ,  
and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l aws  be d e v e l o p e d  i n  
o r d e r  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  b l i g h t e d  a r e a s  of  
a community. R e g u l a t o r y  laws on s t r u c t u r e s ,  
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a r e  v e r y  
c o m p l e x ,  and  a g e n e r a l  c o d e  a p p l i c a b l e  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  n o t  f e a s i b l e .  
Each t r a i n e e  i s  b r i e f e d  on c e r t a i n  f u n d a 
m e n t a l  p o i n t s  w h ic h  m us t  be c o n s i d e r e d  
when d i s c u s s i n g  t h e s e  l a w s .

At  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  s i x  c i t i e s  i n  a d 
d i t i o n  t o  A t l a n t a  have  s e n t  p e r s o n n e l  t o  
A t l a n t a  f o r  t r a i n i n g .  T h e s e  c i t i e s  a r e  
L i t t l e  Rock,  A rk . ;  Miami, F l a . ;  Minneapo
l i s ,  Minn. ;  Columbus and Savannah,  G a . ; and 
B l o o m i n g t o n ,  I n d .  The p r o g ra m  i s  o f f e r e a  
f o r  s u p e r v i s o r y  p e r s o n n e l  o f  S t a t e  and l o 
ca l  h e a l t h  d epa r tm en t s ,  and f o r  c i t y  p l a n 
n i n g  o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n s .  
C a n d i d a t e s  n e e d  n o t  be  e n g i n e e r s ,  b u t  
p e r s o n s  recommended s h o u l d  h a v e  a b a c k 

g r o u n d  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
s a n i t a t i o n ,  s t a t i s t i c s ,  o r  c i t y  p l a n n i n g .  
S i n c e  p a r t  o f  the  t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d  w i l l  be 
s p e n t  c o n s i d e r i n g  e a c h  t r a i n e e ’ s l o c a l  
p roblem,  i t  i s  im p o r t a n t  t h a t  o n ly  p e r s o n -
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n e l  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  
a r e a s  be c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  e n r o l l m e n t  i n
t h i s  p ro g ra m .

I t  i s  p l a n n e d ,  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
P r o d u c t i o n  D i v i s i o n ,  t o  d e v e l o p  t r a i n i n g  
a i d  f i l m s ,  n o t  o n l y  on t h e  l i m i t e d  t e c h 
n i c a l  s u b j e c t s  s u c h  as  “  d e t e r i o r a t i o n , ” 
b u t  a l s o  on t h e  b r o a d e r  s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  t h e  d w e l l i n g  and i t s  e n 
v i r o n m e n t .  Such f i l m s  c a n  be  u s e d  t o  em
p h a s i z e  t h e  need f o r  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  pe opl e  
t o  make e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  and 
s t i m u l a t e  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  d e p a r t m e n t s .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t r a i n i n g  a i d  f i l m s ,  k i t s  
f o r  t h e  use  of  f i e l d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a re  
b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d .  I t  i s  c o n t e m p l a t e d  t h a t  
th e  k i t s  w i l l  f i l l  a much-needed r e q u i r e 
ment f o r  r e f e r e n c e  m a t e r i a l  on t h e  s u b j e c t  
of  b l i g h t  e l i m i n a t i o n .

New s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  i s  b e i n g  added t o  th e  
g e n e r a l  s u b j e c t  o f  H o u s i n g  S a n i t a t i o n .  
H e a l t h  o f f i c e r s  and e n g i n e e r s  a r e  becoming 
i n t e r e s t e d  in  home a c c i d e n t  p r e v e n t i o n  and 
i n  r u r a l  h o u s in g  and i t s  e n v i r o n m e n t .  I t  
i s  hoped  t h a t  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  f i e l d  
t r a i n i n g  programs can be o f f e r e d  i n  t h e s e  
s u b j e c t s .
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(L EFT) S a n i t a r y  E n g i n e e r  m a k i n g  f i e l d  
i n s p e c t i o n  o f  d w e l l i n g  u n i t .

(R IG H T) C l e r k s  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  
h o u s i n g  s a n i t a t i o n  d a t a .
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