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Clyde F. Fehn, Engineer (R)

S in c e  J a n u a r y  1946, 221 p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
w orkers  from 50 f o r e ig n  c o u n t r i e s  have 

come t o  t h e  T r a i n i n g  D i v i s i o n  t o  l e a r n  
abou t th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  CDC and t o  r e c e iv e  
f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  ex p e r ien ce  in American p u b l ic  
h e a l t h  p ro c e d u re s  ( f i g u r e  1 ) .  These v i s i 
t o r s  a r e  u s u a l l y  under th e  s p o n s o r s h ip  o f  
an  i n t e r e s t e d  a g e n c y  s u c h  a s  t h e  W orld  
H e a l th  O rg a n iz a t io n ,  th e  R o ck e fe l le r  Founda
t i o n ,  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  
A f f a i r s ,  o r  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
H e a l th  R e l a t i o n s  o f  th e  P u b l ic  H e a l th  S e r 
v i c e .  Some v i s i t o r s  a re  sponsored  e n t i r e l y  
by t h e i r  home g o v e rn m e n ts .  The o r i g i n a l  
l e t t e r  o f  i n q u i r y  from t h e  sp o n s o r  g iv e s  
th e  names o f  the  person  or  persons  who wish  
t o  v i s i t  th e  C en ter  and i n d i c a t e s  what they  
a re  i n t e r e s t e d  in  do ing  upon t h e i r  a r r i v a l .  
The l e t t e r s  u s u a l l y  in c lu d e  a summary o f  
th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  t r a i n i n g  and e x p e r ien ce  of 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  c o n c e r n e d .  A l e t t e r  o f  
r e p l y  i s  t h e n  w r i t t e n  a c c e p t i n g  them f o r  
such s p e c i f i e d  p e r io d s  as  prove t o  be s a t i s 
f a c to r y  f o r  a l l  p a r t i e s  concerned.

When th e  v i s i t o r s  a r r i v e  i n  A t la n ta ,  they  
a re  d i r e c t e d  to  the  T ra in in g D iv i s io n ,  which

sp o n so rs  th e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  f o r e ig n  p u b l ic  
h e a l t h  w o r k e r s .  The f i r s t  c o n c e rn  o f  th e  
D iv is io n  i s  fo r  the  p e rso n a l  w e lfa re  o f  the  
newcomers. A lthough  h o t e l  o r  room r e s e r v a 
t i o n s  u s u a l ly  have been made in  advance, i t  
i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a s s i s t  t r a i n e e s  i n  g e t t i n g  
i n s t a l l e d  in  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s ,  i n  o b ta in in g  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  meals, in  a r ra n g in g  for t r a v e l ,  
and in  o th e r  p e rso n a l  m a t te r s .

The nex t  s t e p  i s  t o  in te rv ie w  th e  v i s i t o r ,  
r e c o r d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n a l  
b ack g ro u n d ,  p r e v i o u s  p o s i t i o n s ,  p ro b a b le  
f u t u r e  p o s i t i o n ,  and s p e c i f i c  i n t e r e s t s  in  
coming to  CDC. A w r i t t e n ,  d e t a i l e d  schedule 
i s  th en  p repared  fo r  each man l i s t i n g  among 
o t h e r  i tem s su ch  th in g s  as  d i s c u s s io n s  by 
t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r s ,  f i e l d  t r i p s ,  f i lm s  and 
f i l m s t r i p s  t o  be seen , books and pamphlets 
t o  be s t u d i e d ,  p e r io d s  t o  be sp e n t  i n  one 
o f  th e  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  e t c .

The l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t io n  of  fo r e ig n  p u b l ic  
h e a l t h  w o rk e r s  a r e  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r s  w i th  
d e g r e e s  i n  m e d ic in e .  Many o f  t h i s  g roup  
h a v e  r e c e i v e d  M a s te r  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  
d e g r e e s  from U n i te d  S t a t e s  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  
S a n i t a r y  e n g i n e e r s  make up th e  s e c o n d
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T h i s  g roup  o f  f o r e i g n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  w o r k e r s  i s  
o b s e r v i n g  how w e l l s  a r e  d r i l l e d  b y  h e a l t h  d e 
p a r t m e n t  c r e w s  i n  A l b a n y ,  Ga .

l a r g e s t  g ro u p ,  fo l lo w e d  by e n t o m o l o g i s t s  
and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  s c i e n t i s t s .

The fo llow ing  ta b le  i n d i c a t e s  the  p r o f e s 
s i o n a l  background o f  th e  group:

P ro fe s s io n  Approximate
P ercen tage

H ea lth  O f f i c e r s  57%
S a n i t a r y  and P u b l ic  H e a l th

Engineers  21%
E ntom ologis ts  12%
O thers  10%

Another breakdown in d i c a t e s  t h a t  about 12 
p e rcen t  of  the  v i s i t o r s  were c h i e f l y  i n t e r 
e s te d  in  p u b l ic  h e a l th  a d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  about 
24 p e rcen t  were r e s e a r c h  w orkers ,  and about 
64 p e r c e n t  were p e o p le  a s s ig n e d  t o  o p e r a 
t i o n a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p ro g ram s.

O R IEN TA TIO N  A C T I V I T I E S
As so o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  a r r i v a l  —  

u s u a l l y  on t h e  f i r s t  d ay  — t h e  o v e r - a l l  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  CDC w ith  i t s  n in e  d i v i s i o n s  
a r e  e x p l a i n e d  and i l l u s t r a t e d  by a u d i o 
v i s u a l  means. By t h a t  t im e ,  t h e  v i s i t o r s  
u s u a l l y  have r a t h e r  d e f i n i t e  i d e a s  as  t o  
th e  d i f f e r e n t  CDC a c t i v i t i e s  a b o u t  which 
t h e y  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  h a v e  m ore  d e t a i l e d  
in f o r m a t io n .  S in c e  a l a r g e  number o f  th e  
v i s i t o r s  a r e  m a l a r i o l o g i s t s , th e y  d e s i r e  
t o  spend  one o r  more d ay s  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  
th e  work o f  th e  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  En tom ology , 
and  E p id e m io lo g y  D i v i s i o n s .  O t h e r s  a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  work of th e  L a b o r a to r y  
D iv i s io n .  Almost ev e ry  f o r e i g n  v i s i t o r  i s  
i n t e r e s t e d  in  s e e i n g  th e  P r o d u c t io n  D i v i 

s io n  w ith  i t s  a r r a y  of  equipment f o r  making 
a u d i o - v i s u a l  a i d s .  The T e c h n ic a l  D ev e lo p 
m ent D i v i s i o n ,  s i t u a t e d  i n  S a v a n n a h ,  i s  
a l s o  very  popu lar  w i th  v i s i t o r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r a c t i c a l  i n s e c t  and 
ro d e n t  c o n t r o l  a p p l i e d  r e s e a r c h  work.

A lthough  T r a i n i n g  D iv i s io n  p e r so n n e l  can 
d e s c r ib e  most d e t a i l s  c o n c e rn in g  d i f f e r e n t  
CDC a c t i v i t i e s ,  some o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  v i s i 
t o r s  l i k e  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  
d i r e c t l y  from th e  men who a r e  i n  c h a rg e .  
Whenever p o s s i b l e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s h o r t  c o n 
fe r e n c e s  a re  a r ran g ed  w i th  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
p e rso n n e l  o f  the  d i f f e r e n t  d i v i s i o n s .

S in ce  many o f  th e  v i s i t o r s  have h ig h  ad 
m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  h e a l t h  work i n  
t h e i r  home c o u n t r i e s ,  th e y  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
e s p e c i a l l y  in  d e t a i l s  o f  a v a i l a b l e  t r a i n i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s .  I f  time p e rm its ,  th e y  a re  taken  
i n t o  the  f i e l d  t o  see  a c t u a l  t r a i n i n g  a c t i 
v i t i e s .  Some v i s i t  th e  s a n i t a r y  e n g in e e r in g  
f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  s t a t i o n  in  Columbus, Ga., f o r  
t h i s  p u r p o s e .  At th e  end o f  t h e i r  v i s i t ,  
t h e y  o f t e n  in q u i r e  as  t o  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
o f  s e n d in g  t h e i r  “ b r i g h t  young men”  h e r e  
fo r  s p e c i f i c ,  d e t a i l e d  f i e l d  t r a i n i n g .

HOW TO DO TRAINING
The v i s i t o r s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  l e a r n i n g  

d e t a i l s  o f  “ how t o  do t r a i n i n g . ” To t h i s  
end, th e y  may spend s e v e r a l  days w i th  d i f 
f e r e n t  t r a i n i n g  o f f ic e r s  le a rn in g  about such 
th in g s  as q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  fo r  t r a i n i n g  o f f i 
c e r s ,  s u i t a b l e  t r a i n i n g  a r e a s ,  “ l e a r n  by 
d o in g  i t ” t e c h n iq u e s ,  n e c e s s a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  
and equipm ent, e t c .

IN S EC T  AND RODENT CONTROL

F o r e ig n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  v i s i t o r s  r e c e i v e  
t r a i n i n g  i n  modern American p r a c t i c e s  i o r  
the  c o n t r o l  of i n s e c t s  and ro d e n ts  o f  p u b l ic  
h e a l th  importance. In  th e  p a s t ,  c o u rse s  have 
v a r i e d  i n  l e n g t h  f ro m  1 d a y  t o  s e v e r a l  
w eeks .  The a v e ra g e  v i s i t o r  t a k e s  a 2 -  t o  
3 -w e e k  c o u r s e .  T h e y  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
DDT r e s i d u a l  s p ra y  programs becau se  house 
s p r a y in g  f o r  m a la r i a  c o n t r o l  i s  now b e in g  
done throughout the w orld . The b a s ic  t r a i n 
in g  in  r e s i d u a l  sp ra y in g  i s  h e ld  in A t l a n t a ,  
a l t h o u g h  t r a i n i n g  i n  a d v a n c e d  o p e r a t i o n
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t e c h n iq u e s  may be a c q u i r e d  by working w ith  
one o f  th e  S t a t e  o p e r a t i o n a l  programs.

Those p e r so n s  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  r e 
c e iv in g  advanced t r a i n i n g  in DDT l a r v i c i d i n g  
b o th  w i t h  g ro u n d  and a i r c r a f t  eq u ip m en t ,  
a re  tak en  to  our Albany, Ga., f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  
s t a t i o n .  At t h i s  s t a t i o n ,  th e y  s p r a y  DDT 
l a r v i c i d e  on known m a la r ia  m osquito  b re e d 
in g  p la c e s ,  and th e n  check on th e  k i l l  the  
nex t  day. They observe and check the  l a r v i 
c i d i n g  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  th e  co u n ty -w id e  a i r 
p lane  l a r v i c i d i n g  c o n t r o l  program in  o p e ra 
t i o n  t h e r e .  While i n  Albany, th e y  a l s o  may 
r e c e i v e  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  
s e p t i c  tan k s  and p r i v i e s  and in  the d r i l l i n g  
o f  w e l l s  as  done by h e a l t h  d epar tm en t work 
crews fo r  t h e  g e n e ra l  p u b l ic  a t  a c tu a l  co s t ;  
and th ey  may v i s i t  th e  n ea rb y  m a la r i a  o u t 
p o s t  s t a t i o n  w hich  i s  o p e r a t e d  by C.DC i n  
c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  Emory U n i v e r s i t y .

Many v i s i t o r s  tak e  s e v e r a l  d a y s ’ t r a i n i n g  
in  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  o th e r  i n s e c t s  o f  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  im portance , e s p e c i a l l y  f l i e s ,  t i c k s ,  
f l e a s ,  m i t e s ,  and l i c e .

T ra in e e s  u s u a l ly  a re  i n t e r e s t e d  in  ta k in g  
f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  co u rse s  in  th e  p re v e n t io n  and 
c o n t r o l  o f  r a t - b o r n e  d i s e a s e s .  Ample f a c i l i 
t i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  A t l a n t a  f o r  t h i s  
t r a i n i n g  because of  the c lo s e  working a g r e e 
m ents  m a in t a in e d  w i t h  t h e  A t l a n t a  ty p h u s  
c o n t r o l  p rogram . Under t h i s  p rogram , th e  
v i s i t o r  may spend as many days as  he d e s i r e s  
i n  a c t u a l l y  r a t p r o o f i n g  downtown b u s in e s s  
b u i ld in g s  and f r e e in g  them o f  r a t s ,  in  con
t r o l l i n g  r a t  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  
a r e a s  t h r o u g h  s a n i t a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  and 
p o i s o n  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  and i n  l e a r n i n g  t o  
s a f e l y  and e f f e c t i v e l y  use th e  h ig h ly  e f f e c 
t i v e  w ar-developed r o d e n t i c id e  ca lled  “ 1080” .

S i n c e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  number o f  f o r e i g n  
v i s i t o r s  come t o  t h e  C e n t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  
summer m o n th s ,  s p e c i a l  p l a n s  a g a i n  have 
be  e n  made f o r  t h e i r  r e c e p t i o n  d u r i n g  
th e  com ing  summer o f  1949. To t h i s  e n d ,  
f i v e  s e p a r a t e  2 -week c o u r s e s  a l r e a d y  a r e  
s c h e d u le d .  The f i r s t  week o f  each o f  th e s e  
c o u rs e s  w i l l  be concerned  w i th  the  c o n t r o l  
o f  i n s e c t s  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  im p o r ta n c e ,  
m ajo r  em phasis  b e in g  p la c e d  on c o n t r o l  o f  
m o s q u i to e s  and f l i e s .  The seco n d  week o f

( ABOVE) A t r a i n e e  f r o m  C h i n a  i s  shown 
l e a r n i n g  how t o  f a b r i c a t e  s c r e e n s  f o r  
r a t p r o o f i n g  b u i l d i n g s .
(BELOW) F i n i s h e d  r a t p r o o f i n g  m o d e l s .

E n g i n e e r  f r o m  V e n e z u e l a  i n s t a l l i n g  a 
m e t a l - f r a m e d , h a r d w a r e - c l o t h  s c r e e n  on 
a b u s i n e s s  b u i l d i n g  i n  A t l a n t a ,  Ga.
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e a c h  c o u r s e  w i l l  be on r a t - b o r n e  d i s e a s e  
c o n t r o l .  The s c h e d u le  i s  so  d e s ig n e d  t h a t  
most v i s i t o r s  w i l l  be a b le  t o  a d j u s t  t h e i r  
summer’ s p ro g ra m  s o  t h a t  t h e y  may be i n  
A t l a n t a  when c o u r s e s  i n  w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  a r e  i n  p ro g r e s s .  The 
d a t e s  fo r  th e s e  c o u rse s  a r e  as  fo l low s:

June  6 
June  20 
J u l y  11 
J u l y  25 

August 15

June 17 
J u l y  1 
J u l y  22 
August 5 
August 26

F IE L D  TRAINING FOR SANITARY ENGINEERS
S a n i t a r y  e n g in e e r s  from f o r e ig n  c o u n t r i e s  

d e s i r i n g  f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  a r e  s e n t  e i t h e r  t o  
th e  Columbus F i e l d  T r a in in g  S t a t i o n ,  where 
a 12-week g e n e r a l  s a n i t a r y  f i e I d - t r a i n i n g  
c o u rs e  i s  conducted  each  summer, o r  t o  th e  
C i n c i n n a t i  F i e l d  T r a i n i n g  S t a t i o n .  E ach  
y e a r  t h e  l a t t e r  o f f e r s  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
c o u r s e s  i n  s t r e a m  p o l l u t i o n  a b a t e m e n t ;  
s t ream  and i n d u s t r i a l  waste  su rvey  methods; 
l a b o r a t o r y  p r o c e d u r e s  i n  sew a g e ,  s t r e a m  
p o l l u t i o n ,  and i n d u s t r i a l  w aste  a n a l y s i s ;  
and l a b o r a to r y  p ro ced u re s  f o r  w a te r ,  m ilk , 
and food u t e n s i l  e x a m in a t io n s .  A lso , s a n i 
t a r y  e n g i n e e r s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a r e  a s s ig n e d  
t o  work w i t h  S t a t e  h e a l t h  dep a r tm en t  s a n i 
t a r y  e n g i n e e r i n g  d e p a r tm e n ts  i n  o r d e r  t o  
a c q u i r e  e x p e r i e n c e  from  t h e  S t a t e  l e v e l  
o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

OTHER FIELD TRAINING PROGRAMS
A few  f o r e i g n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  w o r k e r s  

have  r e c e i v e d  t r a i n i n g  i n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e  S a v a n n a h ,  G a . ,  f i e l d  
t r a i n i n g  s t a t i o n .  I t  i s  p robab le  t h a t  i n  
th e  f u t u r e  v i s i t o r s  w i l l  d e s i r e  t r a i n i n g  
in  h o u s in g  s a n i t a t i o n ,  which  has r e c e n t l y  
b een  i n a u g u r a t e d  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  th e  
A m e r ic a n  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n  and  
th e  A t l a n t a  C i t y  H e a l th  D ep ar tm en t .

I n  a l l  o f  o u r  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  f o r e i g n  
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  w o rk e rs  we have  e n d e a v o re d  
t o  f o s t e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  good w i l l .  H av ing  
observed how p u b l ic  h e a l t h  workers from a l l  
o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  c a n  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a n d  
ex change  i d e a s  f r e e l y  and c o m p le te ly ,  we 
can  lo o k  ahead  more c o n f i d e n t l y  n o t  o n ly  
t o  a more h e a l t h f u l  w o r ld ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  a 
more p e a c e f u l  w o r ld .

CONCLUSION
The T r a i n i n g  D i v i s i o n  h a s  made e v e r y  

e f f o r t  t o  p ro v id e  p r a c t i c a l  f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  
fo r  f o r e ig n  p u b l ic  h e a l t h  w orkers. In  tu rn ,  
we have le a rn e d  much from each  o f  the  v i s i 
t o r s .  As A m ericans ,  we l i k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  
we do e v e r y th in g  b e t t e r  th a n  anybody e l s e  
i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  b u t  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  we have found t h a t  t h i s  s u p p o s i t i o n  
i s  e n t i r e l y  f a l s e .  We f i n d  t h a t  f o r e i g n  
p u b l ic  h e a l t h  workers a re  do ing  many th in g s  
much more f o r c e f u l l y  and e f f i c i e n t l y  th a n  
U n ited  S t a t e s  w o rk e rs  a r e  d o in g  them.

TABLE I
TRAINEES AND VISITORS FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

J a n u a r y  1 9 4 6  — S e p te m b e r  1 9 4 8

C ountry No. o f  
T r a in e e s

C ountry No. o f  
T r a in e e s

Country No. o f  
T r a in e e s

C ountry No. o f  
T r a in e e s

A r g e n t i n a 3 E a s t  I n d i e s 1 I r a q 1 P u e r t o  R i co 3
A u s t r a l i a 1 E cu a do r 1 I t a l y 8 S o u t h  A f r i c a 2
B o l i v i a 4 E gyp t 4 J a m a i c a  (B.W.I . ) 1 S p a i n 2
B r a z i l 15 El  S a l v a d o r 1 J a v a 1 Sweden 3
B r i t i s h  Gu i an a 1 Engl  and 1 • Ko r ea 3 S w i t z e r l a n d 3
Canada 3 F r a n c e 2 Mexico 4 S y r i a 4
C ey lon 3 Gr e ec e 10 Norway 1 T r i n i d a d 1
C h i l e 1 Gu a te ma la 1 P a k i s t a n 1 T ur k ey 1
C hi na 46 Hawai i 1 P a r a g u a y 1 Ur uguay 1
Colombia 11 H o l l a n d 1 P e r u 4 V e n e z u e l a 15
C o s t a  R i co 1 I n d i a 20 P h i l i p p i n e s 15 Y u g o s l a v i a 3
Denmark 1 I n d o - C h i n a 1 P o l a n d 3

T o ta l 221Domi nican  R e p u b l i c 3 I r a n 1 P o r t u g a l 2

urtesy of the David J. Sencer CDC Museum


