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A prelim inary  rep o rt h a s  been received on 4 cases of botu
lism  with 2 deaths in San Diego County, C alifo rn ia. The s u s 
pected vehicle of infection is  home processed  food. Laboratory 
te s ts  have not as yet been completed.

In fo rm atio n  h as  b een  re c e iv e d  fro m  D r. E . A. R ogers, 
N ebraska D epartm ent of Health, that the d iagnoses of 11 of the 
12 cases reported  a s  sm allpox during 1953 have been changed to 
chickenpox. T his change w as based  on the fa c t th a t the la tte r 
d isease  w as prevalen t in the  a re a  concerned, th a t definite ex 
p o su re  to  chickenpox w as e stab lish ed  in som e in s tan ces , and 
that a  history of vaccination with an immune reaction was obtained 
in others. The remaining case is  considered to have been sm a ll
pox, because laboratory  re p o rts  and epidemiologic investigation 
support such a  diagnosis.

Thus, the provisional total of smallpox cases fo r the country 
as a  whole in 1953 is  5 instead  of 16, as shown in th is rep o rt for 
the week ended Jan u ary  2, pending final re p o rts  which w ill be 
available about July 1. The 5 cases w ere reported  by 5 different 
States.

D uring  the p as t 2 w eek s , an in c re a se  in the incidence of 
po liom yelitis has been rep o rted  in th e  T e r r i to r ie s  and Puerto  
Rico. In A laska, 15 c ases  w ere  rep o rted  for the cu rre n t week. 
Most of these (13) w ere  on one of the P rib ilof Islands, w here an 
outbreak has occurred among a population of 360. Of the reported  
c a s e s , 3 w e re  bu lb ar w ith 1 death , and 10 w e re  nonparaly tic . 
In Hawaii, 11 and 5 c a se s , re sp ec tiv e ly , for the p a s t 2 weeks, 
have been rep o rted  a s  com pared  with 2 and 3 c a se s  pe r week, 
previously. Puerto Rico reported  7 cases fo r the cu rren t week. 
Since th e  f i r s t  w eek of N ovem ber 1953, only 1 c ase  has been 
rep o rted . T his case  w as fo r week ended D ecem ber 12.

F o r th e  c u r re n t  w eek, a to ta l of 7,370 c a s e s  of m easles  
w as re p o rte d  in the U nited S ta tes a s  com pared  w ith 6,343 fo r 
the corresponding week of la s t year. Two States reporting  large 
num bers show significant in c re ase s  over the num bers reported  
fo r the sam e week la s t  y ear. M ichigan rep o rted  815 c ases  fo r 
the cu rren t week as com pared with 599 la s t y ea r, and New York 
State rep o rted  819 a s  com pared with 146. M ost of the c ases  in 
New Y ork S tate have been in New York City, w here  540 cases 
w ere reported  for the cu rren t week as com pared with 39 fo r the 
corresponding week of la s t  y e a r. The incidence in the city  has 
in creased  alm ost 8 fold since  the  la s t week in Novem ber, when 
70 c ases  w ere reported .

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORTS

Typhoid fev er
D r. B. M. D rake, Kentucky D epartm ent of H ealth, rep o rts  

that an o u tb reak  of typhoid fe v e r  is  under in v estiga tion  In the 
sou thw estern  p a r t of the S ta te . Seven c a se s , a ll confirm ed by 
positive blood cu ltu res , a re  rep o rte d  to have o ccurred .

Typhoid carriers
The W ashington State D epartm ent of Health re p o rts  that on 

J a n u a ry  1, 1954, 47 c h ro n ic  typho id  c a r r i e r s  w e re  on th e ir  
re g is te r . During 1953, th ere  w ere  8 newly discovered c a r r ie r s .

Five w ere removed—some by reason of death o r  by moving out of 
the State, and in one instance, recovery following cholecystectomy. 
Six chron ic  and 3 convalescen t c a r r ie r s  of o th er types of Sal
m onella organism s w ere  a lso on the re g is te r  a t the end of 1953.

P s itta c o s is  in p a rak ee ts
D r. W. R. G iedt, W ashington S tate D epartm en t of Health, 

re p o rts  th a t a  p a rak ee t p u rch ased  from  a s to re  in Sea ttle  the 
la t te r  p a r t  of N ovem ber d ied  sh o rtly  a f te rw a rd s . Two other 
b ird s  f ro m  the s to re  w e re  exam in ed , and found po sitiv e  fo r 
psittacosis v irus. The b ird s w ere from  a  w holesale company in 
C alifornia who shipped approxim ately 600 b ird s Into Washington 
during November. An em bargo on th is company against fu rther 
sh ip m en ts w as m ade effec tive  D ecem ber 1, and ju risd ic tio n s  
which had received  b ird s  from  th is sou rce  w ere  notified of the 
possibilities. Since then, 2 b irds, 1 each in different localities of 
the S ta te , have been found positive  fo r p s it ta c o s is .  No human 
cases  have been diagnosed as a  resu lt of contact with these b irds. 
However, the g ir l  who c a re s  fo r b ird s  in  the Seattle  s to re  was 
sick with “ v irus pneumonia.”  No blood te s ts  have been done on 
th is patient. Complement fixation te s ts  on som e of the contacts 
w ere negative.

Infectious hepa titis
Additional inform ation  has been rece ived  from  C alifornia 

on the outbreak of infectious hepatitis rep o rted  la s t week. Spo
ra d ic  c a se s  have been o c cu rrin g  s in ce  Ju ly  1953 in a  housing 
a re a  c o n sis tin g  of 3,596 fam ily  u n its . Since the known cases 
(30) w ere localized in one section of the a rea , i t  was thought that 
a com m on so u rc e  m ight be accountab le  fo r the sp re a d  of the 
d ise a se  ra th e r  than a p e rso n -to -p e rso n  con tact. An in v es ti
gation of the household plumbing of the involved section revealed 
th a t th e re  w e re  m any s o u rc e s  p re se n t fo r c r o s s  connections 
between the w ater supply and conventional w ringer type clothes 
w a s h e rs .  It w as the  com m on p ra c t ic e  to  co nnec t the w ater 
supply fro m  the k itchen sink  through a ru b b e r hose, the d ista l 
end of w hich w as allow ed to re m a in  below the  su rfa c e  of the 
so iled  w a te r  in the  w a sh e r . B ack siphonage o c c u r re d  when 
vacuum s w ere  produced in the pipes during in c reased  dem ands 
fo r  w a te r ,  e sp e c ia lly  fro m  the  fa m ilie s  on the  low er flo o rs. 
Recommendations were made to eliminate these c ross connections 
w h e rev e r they ex isted . M eanwhile, as a  te m p o ra ry  m easu re , 
a ir  vents w ere d rilled  In the tops of the spouts of the faucets at 
each second sto ry  unit to p reven t the siphonage action.

Inform ation  has com e to  the  a ttention  of the  Pennsylvania 
D ep artm en t of H ealth  th a t c a s e s  of in fec tio u s h e p a titis  have 
been o ccu rrin g , apparen tly  fo r se v e ra l y e a rs , in a  sm a ll  a re a  
of 1 county . U ntil about a  m onth ago, th is  w as the  only site  
In the county w here  the d ise a se  w as found. D uring D ecem ber, 
and the  f i r s t  w eek In Ja n u a ry  1954, 3 c a se s  w e re  re p o rte d  In
3 o ther a rea s . Sixteen cases w ere  reported  In the orig inal a rea  
fo r the f i r s t  week of January . Gamma globulin has been Issued 
to a ll household contacts. M ost of these c ases  w ere  In children 
In the f i r s t  3 g rades of school, p a rticu la rly , the th ird . At lea s t
4 c ases  w ere  in ch ild ren  who trav e led  on the sam e school bus. 
It is  possib le  th a t the d isease  w as sp re ad  by p e rso n al contact.
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G astro  -e n te ritis
Dr. S. D. Purvis, Pennsylvania Department of Health, reports

4 c ases  of g a s tro -en te ritis  following an evening m eal. A fa ther 
and his 3 sm all daughters had d inner a t hom e, but the food had 
been purchased a t a  local restau ran t. The m other, who was not 
ill, did not eat any of th is food because she had eaten e a r lie r  in 
an o th er re s ta u ra n t  w h e re  sh e  w o rks. The m ea l co n sis ted  of 
ham b u rg e rs  (already p rep ared ), sp inach, and m ilk . About 15 
m inutes a fte r  the m eal was se rved ,the  v ic tim s becam e ill with 
headache, dizziness, rapid heart beat, extrem e pain in epigastric  
region, and weakness in lim bs. Food sam ples w ere obtained and 
sent to the State D epartm ent of Health lab o ra to ry  fo r  b a c te rio 
logical te s ts . In stru c tio n s w ere  left fo r the collection  of stool 
sp ec im ens , but no m ention of th is  was given in  the labora to ry  
re p o rt .  E xam ination  of m ea t p a ttie s  rev ea led  S trep tococcus 
faeca lis . coliform  organ ism s, and many colonies of a  paracolon 
organism . The meat in bulk showed the sam e organism s, except 
th e re  w ere  no s trep tococci. No growth was found on the m ilk .

Table 1. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE
(Numbers after diseases are category numbers of the

D r. S. H. O sborne, Connecticut D epartm ent of Health, r e 
ports an outbreak of gastro -en teritis  among employees of a  plant 
who attended a  d inner party  a t a  club hall. The m eal consisted 
of canned fru it cup, celery , o lives, c a r ro t s tick s , ro a s t  tu rkey , 
d re s s in g , g rav y , m ash ed  p o ta to es, canned p eas , le ttu ce  with 
oil and vinegar, ro lls , butter, canned cranberry  sauce, ice cream , 
and coffee. Of 150 em ployees who attended, i t  w as e s tim a te d  
that about 100 becam e ill. Tw enty-eight of those who w ere  ill 
w ere  in te rv iew ed  about 5 days la te r . At th is  tim e , they  gave 
incubation periods of from  16 to 47 hours. The sym ptom s w ere 
d ia rrh e a , abdominal pain, ch ills , fev er, s e v e re  m uscu lar pain, 
and headache, with re la tiv e ly  lit t le  nausea and vom iting. The 
only foods eaten by a ll those in terview ed w ere  the canned f ru it 
cup and the roast turkey. Eight turkeys w ere stuffed and roasted  
on the  day b e fo re  th e  d in n e r . T hey w e re  d ism em b e red  that 
evening and left overnight in pans in the c a te re r ’s garage. The 
next m orn ing  the m eat w as s lic e d  and re fr ig e ra te d  un til 4:00

Continued on page 8

DISEASES: CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
Sixth Eevislon of the International Lists, 1948)

2d week CUMULATIVE NUMBER

First 2 weeks Since seasonal low week Approxi-
DISEASE Ended

Jan.
16,

1954

Ended
Jan.
17,
1953

Median
1949-
53 1954 1953 Median

1949-53 1953-54 1952-53
Median
1948-49
to

1952-53

seasonal
low

point

Anthrax------------------ ....062 1 1 1 1
i1)
i1)

(*)
C)3,244
H

(i>
1

Botulism------- .---------- — 049.1 24 » _ 5 y(X)Brucellosis (undulant fever)-....044 17 33 -- 41 49
Diphtheria---------------- ----055 38 42 97 102 101 218 1.467 

(1)
1,772 
(1)
(*)

July 1Encephalitis, infectious----....082 15 9 9 22 23 22 (x)
t1)

Hepatitis, infectious, 
and serum-----------092,N998.5 pt. 859 775 ... 1,762 1,345 t1) t1)Malaria------------------ -110-117 10 8 -- 14 29 (M t1) t1) C1)Measles------------------ ----085 7,370 6,343 7,190 14,614 11,569 12,557 SO, 706 43,003 43,003 Sept. 1Meningococcal infections--------057 124 138 106 237 270 202 1,559 1,545 1,281 Sept. 1Poliomyelitis------------- ....080 175 202 141 365 453 285 34,819

(1)
56,748

C1)

32,442
n
0n

21,845
(;>
n
2,200

Apr. 1Psittacosis--------------- — 096.2 - - _ 2 ...

s

* *
() 
( )

Rabies in man------------- ----094 - - _ . _ . C)
i1)Rocky Mountain spotted fever----104A - 1 1 - 1 1Scarlet fever and streptococcal 

sore throat--------------- 050,051 3,570 4,088 2,467 6,822 7,836 ♦,391 41.456

(*)
2,053

44,424
n
i1)2,068

1Smallpox--------------- -— ....084 . . . » _ 2Trichiniasis-------------- 4 6 __ 5 6Tularemia----- ----------- 17 11 24 31 28 35Typhoid fever------------- ----040 18 25 27 39 56 56 1Typhus fever, endemic------ ----101 - 6 -- 3 12 193 168 1Whooping cough-----------------056 921 672 1,282 1,800 1,353 2,613 11,557 9,210 16,877 Oct. 1
Rabies in animals---------- 122 146 - 286 269 - n n t1) C)

1Not computed.
Reported In California.

S O U R C E  AND N A T U R E  O F  M O R B I D I T Y  D A T A

These provisional data are based on reports to the Public 
Health Service from health departments of each State and T e*- 
ritory and of one p o ssessio n . They give the total number of 
c a se s  of certain com municable d isea ses reported during the 
week usually ended the preceding Saturday. C ases of anthrax, 
botulism, psittacosis, rabies in man, and smallpox are not shown

in table 2, but a footnote to table 1 shows the States making the 
reports. In addition, when diseases of rare occurrence (cholera, 
dengue, plague, relapsing fever—louse borne, typhus fever—epi
dem ic, and yellow fever) are reported, they w ill be noted at the 
end of table 1.

Syabole.— 1 dash|J- ̂ : no caseB reported; 3 dashes Q — : data not available.
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA 
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED JANUARY 17, 1953, AND JANUARY 16, 1954

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Eevlslon of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

BRUCELLOSIS
(UNDULANT
FEVER)
(044)

DIPHTHERIA

(055)

ENCEPHALITIS,
INFECTIOUS
(082)

HEPAT 
INFECT 
AND SI 

(092,N99f

[TIS,
[0US, MALARIA (110-117)
JRUM
3.5 pt. ) Civilian1 Military

1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953

CONT. UNITED STATES----- 17 33 38 42 15 9 859 775 4 2 6 6
NEW ENGLAND-------- ----— - 2 2 - - - 39 86 _ _ .. 1

Maine--------------------- - - - - - _ 13 47 _ _
New Hampshire— ------------ - - - - - - _ _ „ _ _ - _
Vermont------------------- - 2 - - . - 8 _ _
Massachusetts-------------- - - 2 - - - 13 27 _ _ 1Rhode Island--------------- _ _ - - _ 4
Connecticut---------------- - - - - - - 1 12 - - - _

MIDDLE ATLANTIC----------- - 4 1 2 - 2 206 93 - _ _ 1
New York-------- ---------- _ 2 _ - _ 2 169 74 1New Jersey----------------- - 1 - - - - 7 _ _ _
Pennsylvania--------------- - 1 1 2 - - 30 19 - - - -

EAST NORTH CENTRAL-------- 4 4 2 5 3 1 157 84 - _ _ 1
Ohio----------------- -— -— 1 _ 2 2 . - 34 42
Indiana------------------— 1 _ - . - - 23 18 . • —
Illinois------------------- - 3 - 2 - 1 31 7 . 1

2 1 - - 3 - 57 11 _
Wisconsin----— ----------- - - - 1 - - 12 6 - - - -

WEST NORTH CENTRAL-------- 8 4 4 - 1 3 140 94 1 - _ _
Minnesota------------------ 4 1 1 - . _ 44 _ _
Iowa---------------------- 4 1 2 - - - 72 32 1 _ _
Missouri------------------- - 2 - - - - 9 19 . _ _
North Dakota----- --------- - - - - - - 13 6 - _
South Dakota------- ------- _ . - - 1 - _ _ _ _
Nebraska------------------ - . 1 - - - - 22 - _
Kansas-------------------- - - - - - 3 2 15 - - - -

SOOTH ATLANTIC----------- - 8 12 14 1 - 121 191 - - 6 2_ _ _ _ _ 3 _ _
- - - - - - 9 7 - _ 1District of Columbia-------- - - - - - - 1 - - _ _ _

Virginia------------------ - 5 2 2 - - 37 45 - . _ _
West Virginia------------- - - - - 1 - - 27 87 - - _
North Carolina------------- - 2 2 6 1 - 32 34 - - 4 _

_ _ 2 3 _ . _ 1 _ _
Georgia------------------- 1 3 1 - _ 4 13 . _ 2 1

- - 3 1 - - 8 4 - - -

EAST SOOTH CENTRAL-------- 1 2 7 9 2 1 40 70 - - - 1
Kentucky------- --------— — _ _ 1 1 _ 10 24 _ _ 1

1 1 _ 2 2 1 14 5 _ __ 1 3 5 _ 6 34 . _
- - 3 1 - - 10 7 - - - -

WEST SOOTH CENTRAL........ - 1 8 9 6 1 36 37 1 2 _ _
Arkansas------------------ _ _ .2 _ 1 „ 3 18 _
Louisiana------------------ _ . 1 2 - - - - _ 1 _
Oklahoma------ ........--.- _ _ - 1 - . 11 3 _ _ _

- 1 5 6 5 a 22 16 1 1 - _

MOUNTAIN----------------- 3 2 - 3 - - 34 73 - - . _
_ - - _ . 3 _ _

2 - . - - . 14 1 .
Wyoming------- ---------- — - - - - - - 1 1 _ _
Colorado------- ----------- - 2 - 1 - - - 6 _ _
Hew Mexico------- --------- - - - - - - 3 1 _

- - - _ . _ 15 1
1 - - 2 - - 1 60 _ _ _■iiiiii•iiiiiii•iiiiiiii®*5 - - - - - - - - - - -

PACIFIC------------------ 1 6 2 - 2 i 86 47 2 _
_ _ - - . _ 19 3
1 - - . . _ 25 23
. 6 2 - 2 i 42 21 2

Alaska-------------------- _ _
_ - - - _ _ 1 32 1

^««rto Rico---------------- - 3 2 • - - - - -
includes cases not specified as civilian or military.
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA, 
HAWAH, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED JANUARY 17, 1953, AND JANUARY 16, 1954—Continued

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

MEASLES

(085)

MENINGO
COCCAL

INFECTIONS
(057)

POLIOMYELITIS (080) ROCKT MOUNTAIN 
SPOTTED FEVER

(104A)Total2 Paralytic
(080.0,080.1)

Nonparalytic
(080.2)

1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953

COST. UNITED STATES----- 7,370 6,343 124 138 175 202 59 -- 46 _ 1
HEW ENGLAND-------------- 142 98 5 7 7 4 3 -- - -- - -

Maine----- -------------— - 78 13 _ 1 2 1 2 -- - -- - -
Nev Hampshire----- -— -— --- 4 16 - 1 - - - -- - -- - -
Vermont------------ ------ 10 5 - - 1 - 1 -- - -- - -
Massachusetts------ -----— 31 41 1 3 3 2 - - -- - -
Rhode Island--------------- 2 - 1 - - - - - -- - -
Connecticut---------------- 17 23 3 2 1 1 - -- - -- - -
MIDDLE ATLANTIC----------- 1,296 426 22 20 25 27 6 -- - -- - -

Nev York----- ---------- -— 819 146 9 8 13 26 5 -- - -- - -
Rev Jersey-— ------- ------- 39 87 4 4 2 1 1 -- - -- - -
Pennsylvania------- ------— 438 193 9 8 10 - - -- - -- - “
EAST NORTH CENTRAL-------- 2,100 2,564 22 26 22 18 6 -- 6 ... - -

Ohio---------------------- 444 435 6 7 9 3 4 -- 3 -- - -
425 5 3 3 3 - - -- 1 -- - -

Illinois------------------ 315 168 5 10 2 7 - -- - -- - -
Michigan----- ------------- 815 599 3 4 8 8 2 -- 2 -- - -
Wisconsin----------------- 101 1,357 5 2 - - - -- - -- - -
WEST NORTH CENTRAL--------* 329 725 7 8 8 26 3 -- 1 -- - -

Minnesota----- ------------ 3 199 2 3 1 5 - -- - -- - -
Iowa— — ---- -------------- 201 86 2 1 - 14 - -- - — - -
Missouri— --------------— 20 166 1 2 2 2 - 1 -- - -
North Dakota-----— -— ----- 71 20 - 1 - - - -- - -- - -
South Dakota-------- ------- 15 90 - - 1 1 - -- - -- - -
Nebraska------------------ 1 56 - - 1 2 1 -- - -- - -
Kansas— — — — — — — — — — 18 108 2 1 3 2 2 -- - — - - -
SOUTH ATLANTIC------------ 709 261 21 27 26 19 9 -- 8 -- - 1

Delaware-------------- --- 1 3 2 - - - - -- - -- - -
Maryland------------------ 124 27 1 1 1 - 1 -- - -- - -
District of Columbia------- - 12 3 - 1 - - - -- - -- - -
Virginia------------------ 90 46 2 8 1 1 1 -- - -- - -
West Virginia-------------- 169 79 1 1 2 1 2 - — - -
North Carolina----- ------- 32 51 4 10 8 11 2 -- 2 -- - 1
South Carolina-----— -— -— - 84 16 1 3 1 1 - -- - -- - -
Georgia— -— ---------- -— - 78 26 1 1 1 1 - -- - -- - -
Florida— ----— — — — — --- 119 10 9 2 12 4 3 -- 6 — - -
EAST SOOTH CENTRAL-------- 355 180 10 15 10 4 3 -- - -- - -

Kentucky— — — — — — — — — 188 27 5 6 _ . -- . ... . .
Tennessee------------- ---- 43 80 2 4 3 3 1 -- - ... - -
Alabama------------------- 94 39 1 4 3 1 - -- - -- - -
Mississippi— — — — — — 30 34 2 1 4 - 2 -- - — - -
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL-------- 671 845 15 12 17 12 5 -- 5 -- - -

Arkansas--------— -----— - 13 255 5 . - _ _ __ . ... _ .
42 3 1 4 4 5 2 2 ... _ -
10 4 - 1 2 1 - -- 1 -- - -
606 583 9 7 11 6 3 -- 2 -- - -

MOUNTAIN----------------- 665 330 4 4 9 17 3 -- 1 -- - -
104 64 - 1 1 1 1 -- - -- . -
142 20 1 - - 1 - -- - — - -
32 2 - - 2 1 2 -- - -- - -
37 95 2 1 1 2 - -- 1 -- - -
56 27 - - 1 3 - -- - -- - -
93 51 1 2 — - - -- - -- - -
199 67 - - 4 5 - -- - --• - -
2 4 - “ - 4 - -- - -- “ -

PACIFIC------------------ 1,103 914 18 19 51 75 21 -- 25 - -
351 166 1 2 3 9 _ ... . ... . .
67 186 2 1 3 . 2 . . . . ... . . .California— — -— -— ---— fi&R SA2 IK 45 66 19 ... 25 ... - -

Alaska-------------------- 30 2 15 6 3 ... 12 ... • . .
Hawaii-------------------- 2 2 - 1 5 . 1 ... 4 -- - -
Puerto Rico— -------------- 12 22 1 - 7 - 7 --- “ -- -

“includes cases not specified by type, category number (080.S).
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA, 
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED JANUARY 17, 1953, AND JANUARY 16, 1954—Continued 

(By place of occurrence. Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

SCARLET FEVER 
AND STREPTOCOCCAL 

SCEE THROAT 
(050,051)

TRICHI- 
NIAS IS
(128)

TULAREMIA
(059)

TYPHOID
FEVER
(040)

TYPHUS
FEVER,
ENDEMIO
(101)

WHOOPING
COUGH
(056)

RABIES IN 
ANIMALS

1954 1953 1954 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1954 1953 1954 1953

CONT. UNITED STATES----- 3,570 4,088 4 17 11 18 25 _ 921 672 122 146
NEW ENGLAND-------------- 216 339 4 - - 1 1 . 144 48 . -

Maine------------------- - 43 58 _ - - _ _ _ 3 4 _ _
Nev Hampshire-------------- 5 1 - - - - - - 3 1 - -
Vermont------------------- 3 11 - - - - 1 . 33 2 - .
Massachusetts-------------- 107 134 3 - - - _ . 44 31 . .
Rhode Island-----------— -- 19 18 1 - - 1 _ . 19 . . _
Connecticut---------------- 39 117 - - - - - - 42 10 - -
MIDDLE ATLANTIC----------- 377 651 - - - 2 1 - 235 247 3 13

Nev York------------- ----- 177 406 . - - 1 . _ 141 139 2 12
Nev Jersey----------------- 51 109 - - - - - - 36 46 . .
Pennsylvania--------------- 149 136 - - - 1 1 - 58 62 1 1
EAST NORTH CENTRAL-------- 671 699 - 1 2 1 2 - 226 105 24 10

Ohio---------------------- 176 137 _ - 1 . 1 . 40 21 1 6Indiana------— ------------ 70 100 - 1 - - _ . 32 14 9 2Illinois— ------- -------- 154 179 - - - - - . _ 4 8
Michigan--------------- — — 152 200 - - - 1 1 _ 122 45 1 2Wisconsin— — ----------..... 119 83 - - 1 - - - 32 21 5
WEST NORTH CENTRAL-------- 193 188 - 1 1 - 4 - 21 16 7 12

Minnesota------------ ----- 47 49 . _ - . 1 _ 3 3 2 3Iowa---------------------- 59 22 - - - - 2 - 9 9 _ 5Missouri— ---------— ----- 28 42 - 1 - - 1 - 3 _ 4 4North Dakota--------------- 6 17 - - - _ _ - . . 1South Dakota--------------- 11 2 . . . _ . _ 1 1
Nebraska------------------ 8 6 . - - - _ - _ 2 . _
Kansas-------------------- 34 50 - - 1 - - - 5 1 - -

SOUTH ATLANTIC------------ 269 314 - 9 4 4 4 - 45 68 33 33
Delaware------------------ 3 9 . . . _ . . _
Maryland------- --------- — 23 35 . 1 - _ _ _ 12 5 1District of Columbia-------- 9 7 _ . . . _ _ 2 .
Virginia------------------ 73 131 . 6 1 . _ . 3 8 4 11West Virginia-------------- 55 29 - - - 2 - - 15 49 12 8North Carolina--— --------- 42 67 - 1 3 1 1 - 4 _ 6 1South Carolina------------ 2 4 . . _ . . _ 2 5 7 4Georgia----------- ------- 44 16 _ 1 _ . 1 . 5 1 3 9Florida------------------- 18 16 - - - 1 2 - 2 -

EAST SOOTH CENTRAL-------- 118 197 - 3 2 3 2 - 13 15 23 27
Kentucky-— -— -----— ------ 55 33 _ _ 2 3 _ . 9 4 7 5Tennessee— — ---------- --- 38 138 _ 3 . . 1 - 3 8 8 14Alabama------------- ..... 8 18 _ „ . . 1 . _ 3 4 3Mississippi---------------- 17 8 - - - - - - 1 4 5
WEST SOOTH CENTRAL-------- 981 900 - 3 - 3 6 - 110 61 29 51

Arkansas------------------ 32 42 . 1 . . 2 _ 12 10 3 214 13 . 1 . . _ 2 4 1224 20 - - - - - - 4 1 1 1Texas-------- ------------- 911 825 - 1 - 3 4 - 92 46 25 36
mountain----------------- 365 383 - - 2 2 4 - 20 21 2 .

15 30 _ . . . _ 1
16 62 _ . . . _ . 3
9 63 - - 2 . 1 . .

Colorado— — ---- ----------- 9 18 - - - 1 1 . 5Bov Mexico----------------- 55 2 - . - 1 2 . 3 1
247 102 - - - - _ . 10 16 214 106 . - . . . 2Nevada-------------------- - - - - - - - - - . _

pacific------------------ 380 417 - - - 2 1 . 107 91 1 _
Washington— — — ----- — — — 71 107 . _ . _ 23 2

86 87 _ . . 2 38 10223 223 _ . . . 1 _ 46 79 1

Hawaii-------------------- -
1

- - - - - -
Puerto Rico---------------- - - - - 2 - - 37 6 - -
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The chart shows the number of deaths reported for 108 major 
c ities of the United States by week fo r the cu rren t year, and, fo r 
comparison, the median of the number of deaths reported  fo r the 
corresponding  w eeks of the  3 p rev ious ca len d a r y e a rs . (The 
median is  the central one of the three  values arranged in o rder of 
magnitude.) If a  report is  not received from  a city  in time to be 
included in the total for the cu rren t week, an estim ate is  made to 
m aintain com parability fo r graphic presentation .

The figures reported rep re sen t the number of death c e r tif i
cates re ce iv e d  in the v ita l s ta t is t ic s  o ffices du ring  the  week 
indicated, for deaths occurring in that city. F igures compiled in 
th is way, by week of re ce ip t, u sually  approxim ate  c losely  the 
number of deaths occurring during the week. However, differences 
a re  to be expected because of variations in the In terval between

death and rece ip t of the certifica te .
W hile w eek-to-w eek changes in the to ta l num ber of deaths 

rep o rted  fo r  a ll m ajo r c it ie s  genera lly  re p re se n t a change in 
m ortality conditions, this may not be true for variations in weekly 
figures for each city. F o r example, in a  city where 50 deaths are 
the weekly average, the number of deaths occurring in a  week may 
be expected to vary by chance alone from  36 to 64 (d + ¿Yd, where 
d re p re se n ts  the average num ber of deaths per week).

The num ber of deaths in c itie s  of the sam e size  may also 
d iffer because of variations in the age, race, and sex composition 
of their populations, and because some c ities a re  hospital centers 
serving the surrounding a reas. Changes from  year to year in the 
num ber of deaths may be due in  part to population in c reases  o r 
d ecreases.

Table 3. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 

(By place of occurrence, and veek of filing certificate. Exclusive of fetal deaths)

AREA

2d
week
ended
Jan.
16,
1954

1st
week
ended
Jan.
9,1954

2d
week
median
1951-53

Percent
change,
median
to

current
week

CUMULATIVE NUMBER FOR 
FIRST 2 WEEKS

1954 1953 Percent
change

TOTAL: 106 REPORTING CITIES-- 10,955 11,583 10,520 44.1 22,536 23,178 -2.8

New England— --------- - — (14 cities) 767 793 721 46.4 1,560 1,460 +6.8
Middle Atlantic------- ... (17 cities) 3,264 3,365 3,148 +3.7 6,629 6,572 +0.9
East North Central----- ... (18 cities) 2,343 2,543 2,334 +0.4 4,886 4,975 -1.8
West North Central---- ---- (8 cities) 732 827 776 -5.7 1,559 1,719 -9.3
South Atlantic— ------ ---- (9 cities) 810 835 788 +2.8 1,645 1,818 -9.5
East South Central---- .... (6 cities) 563 604 547 +2.9 1,167 1,137 +2.6
West South Central— -— --- (12 cities) 847 931 767 +10.4 1,778 1,787 -0.5

.... (6 cities) 254 263 243 44.5 517 646 -20.0
Pacific— — --------- ... (12 cities) 1,373 1,422 1,438 -4.5 2,795 3,064 -8.8
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Table 4. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES FOR WEEK ENDED JANUARY 16, 1954
(By place of occurrence, and veek of filing certificate. Exclusive of fetal deaths)

CITY

2d
veek
ended
Jan.
16,
1954

1st 
veek 
ended 
Jan. 
9 > 
1954

CUMUIATIVE NUMBER 
FOR FIRST 2 WEEKS

1954 1953

NEW ENGLAND

250 240 490 471
Bridgeport---------- ---- 33 40 73 69

30 34 64 69
Pall River— ------------- 28 33 61 54
Hartford---------------- 60 62 122 100
Lovell------------------ 30 35 65 48

22 37 59 52
Nev Bedford-------------- 24 26 50 53
Nev Haven--------------- 42 64 106 106
Prov idence--------------- 78 64 142 151
Somerville--------------- 15 11 26 31
Springfield, Maes......... 50 53 103 75
Waterbury— — -— — --— — 32 35 67 63
Worcester---------------- 73 59 132 118

MIDDIE ATLANTIC
49 40 89 122

Allentovn-------------- — (30] (43) (73) _
Buffalo— ................ 164 177 341 319
Camden— — — — — — — 36 53 89 76
Elizabeth--------------— 46 32 78 48Erie-------------------- 32 40 72 89
Jersey City-------------- 81 67 148 160
Nevark, N. J.------------ 98 145 243 256
Nev York City------------ 1,743 1,904 3,647 3,538
Paterson---------------- 40 53 93 78
Philadelphia------------- 441 354 795 931
Pittsburgh---------— ---- 201 165 366 369

(17] (26) (43) -
Rochester, N. Y.---------- 105 115 220 212
Schenectady------- ------- 33 29 62 49

(43] (39) (82) _
Syracuse---------------- 59 76 135 122Trenton----------------- 72 48 120 104Utica------------------- 28 35 63 55

36 32 68 44
EAST NORTH CENTRAL

Akron------------- ------ 65 84 149 136
35 44 79 57

Chicago----------------- 767 735 1,502 1,637
Cine innati------ -------- 164 195 359 341
Cleveland-------------— 227 253 480 435
Columbus---— ------- 115 138 253 229
Dayton------------------ 72 66 138 141
Detroit----------------- 328 370 698 744
Evansville--------------- 37 34 71 77
Flint------------------- 22 53 75 80
Fort Wayne----------- --- 29 29 58 74

(20] (30) (50) _
Grand Rapids------ ------- 40 43 83 85
Indianapolis------------- 86 140 226 242
Milwaukee— -------------- 138 112 250 271Peoria------- --------- — 26 35 61 64
South Bend--------------- 32 28 60 46

104 124 228 206
Youngstown--------------- 56 60 116 110

WEST NORTH CENTRAL
Des Moines--------------- 47 60 107 115

26 35 61 68
Kansas City, Kans.-------- _ (33] _ (91)Kansas City, Mo.— -------- 129 121 250 256
Minneapolis— -----— ------ 130 143 273 299

62 81 143 165

WEST NORTH CENTRAL— Con,
St. Louis---------------
St. Paul............ ...
Wichita-----------------

SOUTH ATLANTIC
Atlanta-----------------
Baltimore---------------
Charlotte---------------
Jacksonville-------------
Miami------------------
Norfolk...... -.........
Richmond----------------
Savannah---------------
Tampa-------------------
Washington, D. C.--------
Wilmington, Del.---------

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Birmingham----- ---------
Chattanooga--------------
Knoxville---------------
Louisville--------------
Memphis-----------------
Mobile.................
Montgomery--------------
Nashville---------------

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
Austin------------------
Baton Rouge--------- ----
Corpus Christi-----------
Dallas------------------
El Paso------------------
Fort Worth-------------- -
Houston---— ------------
Little Rock— ------------
Nev Orleans-------------
Oklahoma City— ----------
San Antonio------- -— ---Shreveport— ------------
Tulsa----- ------— ---- -

MOUNTAIN
A lbuquerque------------ —
Colorado Springs--------—
Denver----------- — ----
Ogden----- ------------
Phoenix-----------------
Pueblo------------------
Salt Lake City-------- -—
Tucson----------------

PACIFIC
Berkeley-----— -— -— ----
Long Beach— ---------— —
Los Angeles--------------
Oakland— — ------------—
Pasadena---- ------- ----
Portland, Oreg.™-------
Sacramento------------- —
San Diego— — — — — -— -—
San Francisco-----— ---— -
Seattle---- --------- -—
Spokane-------------- ---
Taccma------------ -----
Honolulu--------- ----—

2d
week
ended
Jan.
16,
1954

239
60
39

111
243
25
(70)
77 
30
78
61
145
40

116
84
28
142
91
30
28

30 
22 
12
109
53
154
45
165
85
86 
55
31

31
14
107
13
31
12
43
3

26
49
521
105
25
118
51
83

200
113
48
34

(33:

1st
veek
ended
Jan.
9,1954

246
88
53

123
245
34
(64)
53
52
77
(28)
66
152
33

96
59
53
107
127
40
36
86

32
38
20
145
(34)
76
193
53
124

68
86
34
62

33
12
108

11
33
18
45
3

15
77
508
84
35
106
71
92

220
123
51
40
(40)

CUMUIATIVE NUMBER 
FOR FIRST 2 WEEKS

485
148
92

234
488
59

(134)
130
82
155
127
297
73

212
143
81
249
218
70
64
130

62
60
32
254
129
347
98
289
153
172
89
93

64
26
215
24
64
30
88

6

41
126

1,029
189
60
224
122
175
420
236
99
74
(73)

541
174
101

252
515
73
124

88
155
144
415
52

188
90
74
229
276
69
87
124

52
25
44
241
(69)
149
308
100
342
136
193
108
89

81
43
275
35
52
40
109

11

47
111

1,077
232
82
231
128
182
515
280
99
80

(82)

Symbols.— parentheses Q  )]: data not included in table 3̂  3 dashes |̂ — -»~j : data not available.
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p.m ., when it was put in the oven for a  half hour. Pans of m eat 
w ere packed in a  de livery  tru ck  w here  they rem ain ed  about 3 | 
h o u rs . No fu r th e r  cooking of th e  m ea t w as m ade a t the club 
hall. A sam ple of left over turkey was cultured in the laboratory 
w here an organism  of the paracolon group w as recovered . No 
Salm onellae w ere found in  th is  specim en. However, stool cu l
tu re s  of the food handlers and of 4 of the patients w ere positive 
fo r  S a lm o n e lla  i av iana. N e ith e r of the  food h a n d le rs  gave a 
h isto ry  of p rio r  illness.

Communicable d ise a ses  in o ther a rea s
The M inistry  of Public Health, Mexico, s ta te s  that th ere  is  

an outbreak of infectious hepatitis  in Mexico C ity , and that the 
disease is  spreading. Ip a  hospital for children  th ere  have been 
11 deaths, but elsew here the case  fatality  ra te  is  reported  to be

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 

Public Health Service 

Washington 25, D. C.

Official Business

about 3 percen t. The d isease  was f i r s t  noted in Ju ly  1953, and 
at th is tim e 3 hospital em ployees w ere affected. A m ark ed  in 
c rea se  in c ases  occu rred  In D ecem ber.

A dditional in fo rm atio n  h as been rece iv ed  re la tiv e  to the 
outbreak of sm allpox a t The Hague. It is  now rep o rted  that the 
family who traveled from  Brazil consisted of 2 adults and 1 infant, 
instead of 10 persons. Both adults were vaccinated before leaving, 
but the  in fan t w as not. A c a se  of chickenpox is  sa id  to have 
developed aboard ship a fte r it left B razil. Local health au tho ri
tie s  now co n sider the o rig in a l and seco n d ary  c a s e s  as “ m ilk 
pox”  o r  am aas. However, both of these  a re  c la ss ified  as m ild 
types of sm allpox or a lastrium . Fourteen secondary cases have 
been recognized in The Hague with 6 suspect c ases  having p ro 
drom al sym ptom s. Local au tho rities a re  not conducting a v ac 
cination campaign.
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