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NOTICE

Beginning with the week ended January 9, 1954, morbidity 
data for selected  c ities, as shown on pages 5 and 6 in volume 
2, w ill be discontinued.

The incidence of infectious hepatitis for the f i r s t  51 weeks 
of 1953 has followed the sam e seaso n al p a tte rn  a s  fo r 1952 but 
with g reater magnitude. It was lower during the sum m er months 
than for o ther m onths of the y e a r. T his is  probably due to the 
fact that the d isease  is  m ost often sp read  by p e rso n -to -p e rso n  
contacts among the school population, which is  substantiated  by 
a  num ber of reported  outbreaks received th is year. Most of the 
outbreaks o ccurred  in schools in ru ra l  a re a s  and among fam ily 
contacts in the surrounding communities. In m ost instances, the 
probable mode of sp read  was given a s  person-to -person . W ater 
and unsanitary conditions were considered  to be responsib le for 
only a  few of the outbreaks.

F o r the y e a r to date , 32, 735 c a se s  have been rep o rted  as 
co m pared  with 16,611 fo r the c o rre sp o n d in g  p e rio d  of 1952. 
This increase  in incidence over that for las t y ear probably re p ­
re se n ts  fo r the m ost p a r t  b e tte r  re p o rtin g . The d ise a se  was 
f i r s t  m ade re p o rta b le  na tionally  on a weekly b a s is  beginning 
January  1, 1952, and many States w ere not p rep ared  to put the 
rep o rtin g  m achinery in operation  until som etim e la te r.

In 1952, a lm o st a  th ird  of the c ases  of infectious hepatitis  
reported  in the United States were in the South Atlantic Division, 
but fo r 1953 th is proportion has been reduced. While th is div i­
sion has reported  m ore cases in 1953 than any of the o ther d iv i­
sions, the num ber (5,902) to date re p re se n ts  only 18 percen t of 
the to ta l fo r the country a s  a  whole. D uring the la s t 6 weeks, 
New York State has reported a large number of cases, the average 
fo r th is period  is  137. As a re su lt of the high incidence in th is 
S tate, the num ber fo r the Middle Atlantic Division exceeds that 
fo r any o ther division during the la s t few weeks.

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORTS

B at bite
D r. E. J . W itte, V eterinary , Pennsylvania D epartm ent of 

Health, re p o rts  an episode which occu rred  in the State. In the 
early  m orning hours of N ovem ber 28, 1953, pa tro n s of a  cafe 
noticed a  bat flying to and fro above the heads of the crowd. No 
one re m e m b e re d  se e in g  the b a t fly into the cafe  on th is  cold

morning. The patrons were noticeably d isturbed by the a p p ea r­
ance of the bat. A num ber of them  gave chase to the anim al and 
finally flung it down where it remained motionless as though dead. 
When one of the men picked up the seemingly lifeless c rea tu re , he 
w as prom ptly  bitten on the finger by the n o t-so -d ead  bat. The 
reac tio n  of the man was prom pt; he s tran g led  the offender and 
then tossed it out into the back alley. The man reported  im m edi­
a te ly  to a  h o sp ita l w here  he w as given wound trea tm e n t. The 
in fo rm a tio n  w as re la y e d  to the H ealth  D e p a rtm en t the sam e 
morning via a  taxi driver and a newspaper rep orte r. The c a rc ass  
of the bat was reco v e red  but, by th is  tim e, it had been largely  
devoured by scavengers. The rem ain s w ere sent to the lab o ra ­
to ry , but the specim en was inadequate for p roper exam ination. 
Antirabies treatm ent, however, was recommended for the patient. 
The behavior of the bat m ight be considered to be abnorm al only 
in re sp e c t  to i ts  flying a t th is  ch illy  seaso n  of the y e a r . The 
Game C om m ission s ta te s  that occasionally  b a ts  a re  seen flying 
on cold nights following d istu rb an ce  of th e ir  re s tin g  q u a rte rs . 
In th is  in stance, the ba t was provoked to a ttack  and did not do 
so on its  own.

S carle t fever and strep to co cca l so re  th ro a t
Dr. W. L. Oliver, County Health Officer, New York D epart­

m ent of H ealth , re p o rts  a sm a ll o u tb reak  of s c a r le t  fever and 
strep tococca l so re  th ro at which was localized  around a school. 
There was no evidence of a  common source, and the disease  was 
probably sp read  by p e rso n -to -p erso n  contact. The d isease  was 
m ild  and so fa r  has been.w ithout co m p lica tio n s. Twenty-one 
cases of sc a rle t fever and a g re a te r  number of c ases  of s tre p to ­
coccal so re  th roat have been rep o rted  since Novem ber 2, 1953. 
Throat cultures revealed the presence of beta hemolytic s tre p to ­
cocci.

F ev e r following a ca t sc ra tc h
D r. R. F . M cA teer, Rhode Island  D epartm en t of Health, 

reports that a  10-year-o ld  g irl became ill with ch ills , fever, and 
m ala ise  following a cat sc ra tc h . The pa tien t gave a  h isto ry  of 
p laying with c a ts  many tim e s , but the fam ily  did not own one. 
She had se v e ra l pustu les about the fo rea rm  and en larged  lymph 
glands in the axilla. The illness was f irs t  thought to be tu la rem ia  
but a ll  la b o ra to ry  te s ts  w ere  negative. C om plem ent fixation 
with lymphogranuloma venereum  antigen was positive 1:20 a t the 
Communicable D isease Center laboratory. A positive heterophile 
antibody t i te r  of 1:12, and a  positive  F re i  com plem ent fixation 
t e s t  in a  1:20 d ilu tion  w ere  ob tained. The F r e i  sk in  te s t  was 
negative.

COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CENTER 
LISRARV 

SO SEVENTH STPf ET |s|. p
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T able 1. COMPARATIVE DATA FOR CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES

(Numbers after diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

DISEASE

TOTAL FOR 
WEEK ENDED 5-year

Approxi- 
mate

CUMULATIVE TOTAL 
SINCE SEASONAL 

LOW WEEK
5-year 
median

CUMULATIVE TOTAL 
FOR CALENDAR 

YEAR
5-year
median

Dec.
26,
1953

Dec.
27,
1952

1948-
52

low
week
ended 1952-53 1951-52

1947-48
through
1951-52 1953 1952

1948-
52

Anthrax---------------------- 062 1 f1) (M (X) C1) 32 42 50Botulism------------------- 049.1 - - -- i1) Í1) (M (x) 12 20
Brucellosis (undulant fever)----044 17 30 -- c1) Í1) Í1) i1) 1,770 2,092 _____

Diphtheria------------------- 055 38 28 94 July i 1.314 
( )

1.616
n

2. 913 
(*)

2,346 2,997 5,922Encephalitis, acute infectious--082
Hepatitis, infectious,

13 9 12 t1) 1,093 1,892 994
and serum----------092,N998.5 pt. 651 388 -- n (X) Í1) C1) 32,735 16,611 _____

Malaria---- ------- -----110-117 5 13 -- <m n Í1) (') 1,426 7,590 __
Measles---------------------- 085 3.041 2,955 2,955 Sept. i 31,341 27,776 27,776 442,019 669,004 596,866Meningococcal infections------- 057 74 60 60 Sept. i 1,229 1,195 1,001 4,994 4,704 3,682Poliomyelitis, acute-----------080 208 317 203 Apr. i 234,259 

( h
55.917
r)

31.898
(£)

235,773 57,110 33,091Rabies in man-----------------094 - _ -- t1) 13 18Rocky Mountain spotted fever---104A
Scarlet fever and streptococcal

2 1 1 t1) i1) (") h 297 313 458
sore throat-------------- 050,051 2.150 2,553 1,354 i 231.537

n
33.196
r)

15.925
n

2131,144 109,061 72,891Smallpox--------------------- 084 - 1 - 16 17 34Trichiniasis----------------- ;128 2 1 -------- t1) n (:) C ) 368 344 _____

Tularemia-------------------- 059 22 10 24 i1) i1) (M C ) 550 625 878Typhoid fever-----------------040 28 20 31 Apr. i 1,991 1,993 2,105 2,274 2,374 2,541Typhus fever, endemic----------101 - 3 -------- Apr. i 187 152 -------- 225 179 _____

Whooping cough---------------- 056 617 451 809 Oct. i 9,092 8; 057 14,206 36,311 43,808 66,668
Rabies in animals---------------- 94 96 . . . n C1) Í1) i1) 7,278 7,478 . . .

1Not computed.
deduction: Montana,, week ended December 19, 1 case. 
3Addition: Rhode Island,week ended December 12, 10 cases.

S O U R C E  A N D  N A T U R E  O F  D A T A

These provisional data a re  based on rep o rts  from  State ana 
t e r r i to r ia l  h ea lth  d e p a rtm e n ts  to the Public  H ealth  S erv ice . 
They give the to ta l num ber of c a se s  of c e r ta in  com m unicable 
d iseases rep o rted  during the week usually  ended the preceding

Saturday . W hen the  d is e a s e s  w hich r a re ly  o c c u r  (ch o le ra , 
dengue, plague, typhus fe v e r—epidem ic, and yellow fever) a re  
reported , they will be noted under the table above.

Symbols.— 1 dash C-3 : no cases reported; asterisk 0 G  *• disease stated not notifiable; parentheses, [( j] : data not included 
in total; 3 dashes : data not available.
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T able  2. CASES OF SPECIFIED DISEASES WITH COMPARATIVE DATA: UNITED STATES, 
EACH DIVISION AND STATE FOR WEEK ENDED DECEMBER 26, 1953

(Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

DIPHTHERIA
(055)

HEPATITIS,
INFECTIOUS,
AND. SERUM 

(092, N998.5 pt.)
MEASLES
(085)

MENINGOCOCCAL
INFECTIONS
(057)

POLIOMYELITIS,
ACUTE
(080)

SCARLET FEVER 
AND STREPTOCOCCAL 

SORE THROAT 
(050,051)

51st week 51st week 51st week 51st week 51st week 51st week

1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 1952

UNITED STATES------- 38 28 651 388 3,041 2,955 74 60 208 317 2,150 2,553

NEW ENGLAND------------ 1 1 32 38 51 44 2 2 8 9 194 250
Maine------------------- _ _ 1 16 28 2 1 _ _ 1 26 24
New Hampshire------------ - - 2 2 3 3 - - 1 - 49 12
Vermont------------------ - - 1 - 6 6 - - 1 - 3 4
Massachusetts-----------— 1 1 27 20 9 18 1 2 4 5 84 97
Rhode Island------------- - - - - - _ _ _ 1. 2 18 23
Connecticut--— ---------- - - 1 - 5 15 - - 1 1 14 90
MIDDLE ATLANTIC......... 3 2 161 24 410 135 11 8 15 19 223 271

New York----------------- 1 _ 117 18 243 45 3 3 12 11 99 143
New Jersey-------- ------- - - 10 - - 14 2 4 1 2 21 46
Pennsylvania------------- 2 2 34 6 167 76 6 1 2 6 103 82
EAST NORTH CENTRAL------ 3 3 115 51 872 1,271 17 10 26 68 467 695

Ohis>-------------------- - _ 28 - 175 246 9 - 6 2 125 228
Indiana----------------- - 1 16 31 197 5 3 1 2 1 39 52
Illinois----------------- 1 - 33 6 154 131 2 7 5 28 87 118
Michigan------ ---------- - - 25 12 297 266 2 1 10 32 105 174
Wisconsin------------- -— 2 2 13 2 49 623 1 1 3 5 111 123
WEST NORTH CENTRAL------ 1 1 66 79 108 507 10 5 34 81 139 169

Minnesota---------------- - - 26 1 4 164 3 1 5 6 31 47
Iowa-------- ------------ - - 24 40 56 95 - 1 4 9 36 52
Missouri----------------- 1 1 13 14 6 95 6 1 13 5 33 25
North Dakota------ ------- - - - 4 34 10 - 2 2 1 18 18
South Dakota------------- - - 2 4 - 25 1 - 7 38 - 11
Nebraska------- ------ -- - - - 16 3 4 - - 1 17 7 4
Kansas------- ----------- - - 1 - 5 114 - - 2 5 14 12
SOOTH ATLANTIC---------- 11 7 95 127 248 89 12 10 27 10 208 206

Delaware------ ---------- - - 4 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 4
1 - 16 15 82 20 4 1 3 - 35 16

District of Columbia------ - - 1 •- - 1 - - - - 5 2
Virginia— --------------- 7 2 52 41 47 50. 3 4 2 3 103 132
West Virginia---— ------- - - 8 62 19 8 - 2 2 - 7 7
North Carolina------------ - _ 9 5 44 5 1 1 2 5 31 25
South Carolina------------ _ 2 _ _ 18 3 3 _ _ _ 13 _
Georgia------------------ - _ 1 3 20 1 1 1 3 _ 8 14
Florida--------------- -— 3 3 4 1 18 1 - 1 15 2 6 6
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL------ 5 7 45 25 248 114 9 9 6 10 60 51

Kentucky----------------- - 2 6 2 163 11 - 3 1 1 10 14
Tennessee--------------- - - 22 6 22 84 4 1 3 4 36 29
Alabama---- ------------ 5 4 7 14 60 8 4 4 2 X 9 6
Misaissippi------------— - 1 10 3 3 11 1 1 - 4 5 2
WEST SOOTH CENTRAL------ 10 7 21 15 300 244 7 6 19 12 536 318

Arkansas— ------------- 1 - 3 9 23 29 _ _ 1 1 32 10
Louisiana------ --------- - 1 - - 5 3 - 3 - 3 5 10

4 2 1 3 7 2 - - 3 - 22 115 4 17 3 265 210 7 3 15 8 477 287
MOUNTAIN--------------- 2 - 32 11 323 249 1 4 10 39 109 363

Montana------- ---------- - - - - 69 58 - 3 1 5 2 12
Idaho------- t---------- - - 19 1 81 19 - - - 6 18 75
Wyoming--------- -------- - - 1 - 16 4 - - - - 22 9
Colorado----------- — --- - - 7 6 40 31 - - 2 6 10 23
New Mexico— ------------- 1 - - 1 24 11 - - 1 1 31 4
Arizona---------------- - - 4 2 14 75 1 1 1 9 18 161
Utah-------------------- 1 - 1 1 77 51 - - 5 10 5 74
Nevada------— --— ------- - - - 2 - - - - 2 3 5
PACIFIC---------------- 2 - 84 18 481 302 5 6 63 69 214 230

Washington— -— ---------- - 2 - 28 - 165 32 1 1 4 4 49 93
- - 26 7 31 135 - 1 4 - 17 30

California—  — --— --— --- - - 30 11 285 135 4 4 55 65 148 107
Alaska------- ------- --- (-) (-) (-) (-) (14) (-) (-) (-) (-) (1) (-) (-)
Hawaii— -------------- -— (-) (-) (-) (-) (1) (3) (-) (-) (1) (-) (-) (-)
Puerto Rico-------------- (6) (9) (“) (-) (15) (2) (-) (-) (-) (-) . . .  _Il) . . .  <-)
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED DISEASES WITH COMPARATIVE DATA: UNITED STATES, 
EACH DIVISION AND STATE FOR WEEK ENDED DECEMBER 26, 1953—Continued

(Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

TYPHOID FEVER 
(040)

WHOOPING COUGH 
(056)

Br
uc
el
lo
si
s 

(u
n-
 

du
la
nt
 
fe
ve
r)
 

(0
44
)

En
ce
ph
al
it
is
, 

acu
te 

in
fe
c­

tio
us 

(0
82
)

Ma
la
ri
a

(1
10
-1
17
)

Roc
ky
 
Mo
un
ta
in
 

sp
ot
te
d 

fe
ve
r 

(1
04
A)

Tr
ic
hi
ni
as
is

(1
28
)

Tu
la
re
mi
a 

(0
59
)

Ty
ph
us
 
fe
ve
r,
 

en
de
mi
c 

(1
01
)

Ra
bi
es
 i
n 
an
im
al
s

51st week 51st week

1953 1952 1953 1952

UNITED STATES------- 28 20 617 451 17 13 5 2 2 22 . 94

NEW ENGLAND------------ - 1 79 41 1 - - - 1 - - -
Maine------------------- _ _ 1 4 _ _ _ - _ - - -
New Hampshire------------ - - 7 2 - - - - - - - -
Vermont------------------ - - 35 6 - - - - - - - -
Massachusetts------------ - - 26 23 - - - - - - - -
Rhode Island------------- - 1 8 4 - - - - 1 - - -
Connecticut-------------- - - 2 2 1 - - - - - - -
MIDDLE ATLANTIC......... 1 5 144 140 - 6 1 - - - - 4

New York----------------- 1 _ 74 61 _ 6 _ _ _ _ _ 4
New Jersey--------------- - _ 22 43 _ _ 1 - - - - -
Pennsylvania------- ------- - 5 48 36 - - - - - - - -
EAST NORTH CENTRAL------ 1 3 147 109 7 2 1 - - 3 10

Ohio.................... 1 _ 20 34 _ _ _ _ 1 _ 2
Indiana------------------ _ _ 10 10 _ _ 1 _ _ _ - -
Illinois----------------- _ 3 8 7 5 1 - - - 2 - 4
Michigan----------------- _ _ 70 39 2 1 _ _ - - - 4
Wisconsin---------------- - - 39 19 - - - - - - - -
WEST NORTH CENTRAL------ 3 - 35 27 4 - - 1 - 3 - 17

Minnesota---------------- - _ 22 6 1 _ - - - - - 7
- - 4 4 3 - - - - - - 1

Missouri----------------- 3 - 5 1 - - - - - 1 - 8
North Dakota------------ - - - - - - - - - - - - 1
South Dakota------------- - - 3 15 - - - - - - - -
Nebraska----------------- - _ - - - - - - - - - -
Kansas------------------ - - 1 1 - - - 1 - 2 - -
SOUTH ATLANTIC---------- 3 2 49 22 2 1 1 - 8 - 24

Delaware----------- ----- _ _ _ - - - - - - - - -
Maryland----------------- - 1 28 1 1 - - - - - - 1
District of Columbia------ - - 1 - - - - - - - - -
Virginia-— ------- ------- 1 - 1 11 - - - - - 3 - 4
West Virginia------------ - - 7 - - - - 1 - - - 4
North Carolina----------- _ - 1 5 - - - - - 2 - 2
South Carolina----------- _ _ 7 - - - 1 - - 3 - 6
Georgia------------------ 1 - 3 5 - - - - - - - 6
Florida------------------ 1 1 1 - 1 - - - - - - 1
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL------ 4 2 18 20 2 1 - - - 2 - 11

Kentucky----------------- - 1 5 - - - - - - 1 - 1
Tennessee--------------- - 1 1 5 3 1 - - - - 1 - 9
Alabama------------------ 3 - 4 8 - 1 - - * - - -
Mississippi-------------- - - 4 9 1 - - - * - - 1
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL------ 12 5 44 35 - 3 - - - 4 - 28

Arkansas----------------- _ 2 2 _ _ - - - - - - 3
6 - - 2 - - - - - - - x4

Oklahoma----------------- - - 3 1 - - - - - 3 - 1
Texas------------------- 6 3 39 32 - 3 - - - 1 - 20
MOUNTAIN------ -------- 2 - 13 11 1 1 - - - 2 - -

Montana------------------ _ _ 2 _ - 1 - - - - - -
Idaho------------------- 1 - - - 1 - - - - - -
Colorado----------------- _ _ 1 _ _ - _ - - - - -
New Mexico--------------- - - 6 - - - - - - - - -
Arizona------------------ 1 - 4 11 - - - - - 2 - -
Utah........... ........ - - - - - - - - - - - -
Nevada------------------ - - - - - - - - - - - “
PACIFIC----- ---------- 2 2 88 46 - - 2 - 1 - - »

Washington----------— — — - - 40 - - - - - - - - -
1 1 7 6 - - - - - - - -

California------ -------- 1 1 41 40 - - 2 - 1 - - -
Alaska------------------ (-) (-) (-) (i) (-) (-) (-) (-) (-) (-) (-) (-
Hawaii------------------ (-) (-: (-) (-] (-) (-) (-) (-) (-) (-) (-
Puerto Rico-------------- (-) (-) (12) (39) (-) (-) (-) (-) (-) (-) (-) (1

Report for November.
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Table 3. CASES OF SPECIFIED DISEASES: SELECTED CITIES FOR WEEK ENDED 
DECEMBER 26, 1953

(Numbers after diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

NEW ENGLAND
Boston-------------
Bridgeport---------
Cambridge----------
Fall River---------
Hartford-----------
Lowell-----------—
Lynn--------------
New Bedford--------
New Haven----------
Portland, Me.-------
Providence---- ----
Somerville---------
Springfield, Mass.--
Waterbury----------
Worcester----------

MIDDLE ATLANTIC
Albany------ -------
Buffalo------------
Camden--------------
Elizabeth----------
Erie.............. -
Jersey City--------
Newark, N. J.-------
New York City-------
Paterson-----------
Philadelphia--------
Pittsburgh---------
Reading------------
Rochester, N. Y.----
Schenectady--------
Syracuse-----------
Trenton------------
Utica--------------
Yonkers------ -----

EAST NORTH CENTRAL
Akron-------------
Canton-------------
Chicago------------
Cincinnati---------
Cleveland----------
Columbus-----------
Dayton------------~
Detroit------ — --
Evansville---------
Flint------------ —
Fort Wayne---- ----
Grand Rapids-------
Indianapolis— -----
Milwaukee----------
Peoria------- -----
South Bend---------
Toledo-------------
Youngstown-------

WEST NORTH CENTRAL
Des Moines-------—
Duluth------------
Kansas City, Kans.--—
Kansas City, Mo.----
Minneapolis-------- -
Omaha-------- -----
St. Louis----— -- -
St. Paul---- — ----
Wichita------------

I I
•3 «--so w 
a) co

1
14
13
2

10
1

3
189
12
74

1
174
39
25

43
1
1

78
4
25
3

S to Ph O m

3  LO.H O
U aJ ^Q) O O> o to<u o o
* o w
+> -p -p

o to +>

18
3

1
3
27
1
26

2

1
42
5

10
7
34
3 
1
4

< 5 
16 
1 
1

1
12
12

B

1
1
24

2
12

6
5
1

1
5

11
10
1
30

Ra
bi
es
 
in 

an
im
al
s
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T able  3. CASES OF SPECIFIED DISEASES: SELECTED CITIES FOR WEEK ENDED 
DECEMBER 26, 1953—Continued

(Numbers after diseases are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

AREA

SOUTH ATLANTIC
Atlanta------------
Baltimore----------
Charleston, S. C.---
Charleston, W. Va.--
Charlotte----------
Miami....... -......
Norfolk------------
Richmond-----------
Savannah-----------
Tampa-------------
Washington, D. C.---
Wilmington, Del.----

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Birmingham---------
Chattanooga--------
Knoxville----------
Louisville---------
Memphis------------
Mobile............ .
Montgomery---------
Nashville----------

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
Dallas-------------
El Paso------------
Fort Worth---------
Galveston----------
Houston------------
Little Rock--------
New Orleans--------
Oklahoma City-------
San Antonio--------
Shreveport---------
Tulsa--------------

MOUNTAIN
Albuquerque--------
Boise City---------
Colorado Springs----
Denver-------------
Ogden--------------
Phoenix------------
Pueblo-------------
Salt Lake City------
Tucson-------------

PACIFIC
Long Beach---------
Los Angeles---------
Oakland— ----------
Portland, Oreg.-----
Sacramento---------
San Diego----------
San Francisco-------
Seattle------------
Spokane------------
Tacoma-------------
Honolulu-----------

P. a>
Sfc

67

47
10

12

31
1

19
3
1

34
18

14
1

2
11

2
11

9
13

1
11

1
14



Provisional Statistics for Deaths in Selected C ities for 

Week Ended December 2 6 , 1953
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NUMBER OF DEATHS IN 106 SELECTED CITIES

The c h a r t  show s the num ber of deaths re p o rte d  fo r 106 
m ajor c itie s  of the United S ta tes by week fo r the cu rren t year, 
and, fo r com parison , the m edian of the ..um ber of deaths r e ­
ported for the corresponding weeks of the th ree  previous calen­
dar y e a rs . (The m edian is  the cen tra l one of the th ree  values 
arranged in order of magnitude.) If a report is not received from 
a city in tim e to be included in the total for the curren t week, an 
estim ate is made to maintain comparability for graphic p resen ta­
tion.

The figures reported rep resen t the number of death c e r tif i­
cates received in the vital s ta tis tic s  offices during the week in ­
dicated, fo r deaths occurring  in that city. F igu res compiled in 
this way, by week of re ce ip t, usually  approxim ate  closely  the 
num ber of deaths occurring  during the week. However, d iffe r­
ences a re  to be expected because of v a ria tio n s in the in te rval

between death and rece ip t of the certificate .
W hile w eek-to-w eek changes in the total num ber of deaths 

reported  fo r all m ajo r c itie s  generally  re p re se n t a change in 
m ortality conditions, this may not be true for variations in weekly 
figures for cach city. For example, in a city where 5C deaths are  
the weekly average, the number of deaths occurring in a week may 
be expected to vary by chance alone from 36 to 64 (d ± 2Vd̂  where 
d rep re sen ts  the average num ber of deaths per week).

The num ber of deaths in c itie s  of the sam e size  may also 
differ because of variations in the age, race , and sex composition 
of their populations, and because some cities a re  hospital centers 
serving the surrounding areas. Changes from  year to year in the 
number of deaths may be due in part to population in creases o r 
decreases .

Table 4. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate. Exclusive of fetal deaths)

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

51at
week
ended
Dec.
26,
1953

50th
week
ended
Dec.
19,
1953

51st
week
median
1950-52

Percentage 
difference 
between 
current 

week and 
median

CUMULATIVE NUMBER FOR 
FIRST 51 WEEKS

1953 1952 Percentage
difference

TOTAL: 97 REPORTING CITIES------- 8.642 9.209 9.022 -4.2 472,212 461,729 +2.3

New England--------------- (13 cities) 566 691 624 -9.3 32,572 32,185 +1.2
Middle Atlantic........... (16 cities) 2,640 2,791 2,835 -6.9 145,033 142,433 +1.8
East North Central---------(16 cities) 2,004 1,898 2,010 -0.3 104,835 101,976 +2.8
West North Central----------(9 cities) 676 699 751 -10.0 38,643 37,139 +4.0
South Atlantic------------- (9 cities) 785 744 745 +5.4 39,198 39,143 +0.1
East South Central----------(7 cities) 345 441 355 -2.8 22,433 21,395 +4.9
West South Central---------(10 cities) 410 547 484 -15.3 24,087 23,087 +4.3
Mountain------------------ (7 cities) 206 255 206 0 11,945 11,454 +4.3
Pacific------------------ (10 cities) 1,010 1,143 906 +11.5 53,466 52,917 +1.0
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T able 5. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES FOR WEEK ENDED 
DECEMBER 26, 1953

(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate. Exclusive of fetal deaths)

51st
week
endedDec.
26,
1953

50th
week
endedDec.
19,
1953

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FOR FIRST 51 WEEKS

1953 1952

209 216 11,396 11,350
45 44 1,728 1,713
23 31 1,394 1,475
28 29 1,436 1,344
36 56 2,311 2,257- (24) - (1,233)
11 35 1,128 1,059
10 17 1,158 1,152
43 43 2,222 2,159
44 69 3,058 3,192
16 23 760 790
25 33 1,952 1,870
26 19 1,295 1,219
50 76 2,734 2,605

83 45 2,332 2,127- (133) - (6,954)
34 27 1,823 1,816
25 25 1,408 1,429
26 40 1,739 1,672
49 55 3,508 3,615
74 94 5,271 5,166

1,423 1,531 79,923 78,729
27 31 1,938 1,904
482 480 24,506 23,815
180 165 8,622 8,796
73 99 4,719 4,593
19 21 1,178 1,156
40 61 2,745 2,570
52 42 2,384 2,183
22 37 1,582 1,428
31 38 1,355 1,434

___ (50) . . . (2,775)
27 27 1,432 1,423
805 656 37,416 36,384
124 126 7,531 7,136
173 179 10,387 10,401
(83) - - (4,997)
46 66 3,118 3,010
350 324 16,089 15,610
26 31 1,643 1,711
30 29 1,836 1,736
17 34 1,554 1,539 .
51 49 1,973 1,900
74 72 5,643 5,555
112 123 6,170 6,027
27 44 1,571 1,521
26 18 1,168 1,162
81 78 4,636 4,458
35 42 2,668 2,403

61 41 2,500 2,496
27 19 1,355 1,279
36 32 1,683 1,802
90 104 6,065 5,649
116 125 6,390 5,842
49 57 3,222 3,153
213 228 12,195 11,845

51st
week
endedDec.
26,
1953

50th
week
endedDec.
19,
1953

CUMULATIVE NUMBER 
FOR FIRST 51 WEEKS

1953 1952

52 61 3,215 3,064
32 32 2,018 2,009

112 104 5,267 5,135
249 220 11,431 11,716
19 15 1,429 1,422
50 71 2,965 2,681
15 33 1,594 1,582
79 53 3,245 3,382
63 50 2,670 2,696
155 164 8,924 8,879
43 34 1, 673 1,650

52 94 3,664 3,551
47 48 2,287 2,231
25 47 1,658 1,623
104 95 5,345 5,015
67 80 5,306 4,738
24 33 1,581 1,621
(26) (32) (1,376) (1,354)
26 44 2,592 2,616

19 28 1,255 1,188
14 16 839 817- (7) - (887)
106 126 4,834 4,447
22 31 1,452 1,325
58 64 2,845 2,712- (126) - (5,835)
19 60 2,155 2,218- (168) - (7,654)
49 59 2,712 2,606
72 85 4,065 3,883
24 45 1,990 1,951
27 33 1,940 1,940

25 22 1,359 1,285
17 9 651 664
90 103 5,366 5,133
7 15 627 628
24 62 1,176 1,077
11 13 690 631
32 31 2,076 2,036
(2) (3) (258) (250)

17 24 877 927
48 40 2,322 2,312
413 484 22,118 21,684
95 95 4,699 4,745
33 31 1,727 1,628
87 104 4,936 4,776- (48) - (2,323)
66 87 3,586 3,519
170 217 9,427 9,532- (125) - (5,619)
47 32 2,128 2,089
34 29 1,646 1,705
(25) (27) (1,603) (1,597)

NEW ENGLAND
Boston-------------
Bridgeport----------
Cambridge----------
Fall River----------
Hartford-----------
Lowell-------------
Lynn---------------
New Bedford---------
New Haven----------
Providence----------
Somerville----------
Springfield, Mass.---
Waterbury-----------
Worcester-----------

MIDDLE ATLANTIC
Albany-------------
Buffalo-------------
Camden-------------
Elizabeth-----------
Erie.......... ....
Jersey City---------
Newark, N. J.----- ■
New York City-------
Paterson------------
Philadelphia--------
Pittsburgh----------
Rochester, N. Y.-----
Schenectady---------
Syracuse------------
Trentoh-------------
Utica.......... ....
Yonkers-------------

EAST NORTH CENTRAL
Akron--------------
Canton--------------
Chicago-------------
Cincinnati----------
Cleveland-----------
Columbus------------
Dayton--------------
Detroit-------------
Evansville----------
Flint.............. .
Fort Wayne----------
Grand Rapids--------
Indianapolis--------
Milwaukee-----------
Peoria--------------
South Bend----------
Toledo--------------
Youngstown----------

WEST NORTH CENTRAL
Des Moines----------
Duluth--------------
Kansas City, Kans.---
Kansas City, Mo.-----
Minneapolis---------
Omaha-------- — ----
St. Louis-----------

WEST NORTH CENTRAL— Con.
St. Paul.......... ...
Wichita........-......*

SOUTH ATLANTIC
Atlanta---------------
Baltimore-------------
Charlotte--------------
Miami-----------------
Norfolk---------------
Richmond--------------
Tampa-----------------
Washington, D. C.-------
Wilmington, Del.-------

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Birmingham-------------
Chattanboga------------
Knoxville-------------
Louisville-------------
Memphis---------------
Mobile— ........... —
Montgomery-------------
Nashville-------------

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
Austin----------------
Baton Rouge------------
Corpus Christi---------
Dallas----------------
El Paso---------------
Fort Worth-------------
Houston---------------
Little Rock....-......
New Orleans------------
Oklahoma City----------
San Antonio------------
Shreveport------------
Tulsa-----------------

MOUNTAIN
Albuquerque-----------
Colorado Springs-------
Denver----------------
Ogden-----------------
Phoenix---------------
Pueblo----------------
Salt Lake City---------
Tucson----------------

PACIFIC
Berkeley--------------
Long Beach------------
Los Angeles-----------
Oakland---------------
Pasadena--------------
Portland, Oreg.--------
Sacramento-------------
San Diego-------------
San Frcincisco----------
Seattle---------------
Spokane---------------
Tacoma----------------
Honolulu--------------

Symbols.— parentheses Q( )̂ j: data not included in table 4; 3 dashesĵ :— : data not available.


