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P a g e  1

f a  d i s e a s e  o c c u r r i n g  in  a  s p e -  
I N C I D E N C E  -  T h e  n u m b e r  of  n e w  c a s e s  o i n c i d e n c e  r a t e
cTFied a r e a  d u r i n g  a  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a
i s  c a l c u l a t e d  b y  d i v i d i n g  t h i s  f i g u r e  b Y r a t e  1000) o r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  a n d  m u l t i p l y i n g  y Qf c a se  f in d in g  of  s y p h i l i s
( fo r  r a t e  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 ) .  B e c a u s e  f  ^ ^ e r  s t a g e s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  the  
m a n y  c a s e s  a r e  n o t  d i s c o v e r e d  un  i t r e n d  p u r p o s e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  the
t r u e  i n c i d e n c e  c a n n o t  b e  d e t e r m i n e d .  F o r  t r e  P * a s  th e  » m i n i m u m
n u m b e r  o £ c a s e s  o i  e a r l y  s y p h i l i s  d . s c o v e r e d  m a y  D

i n c i d e n c e .  _  .
J . J O U R N A L  O F  V E N E R E A L  D ISE A S E

F o r  r e a s o n s  o u t l i n e d  in  th e  s  s y p h i l i s  i n c i d e n c e  h a s
I N F O R M A T I O N ,  J u l y  1949 ,  i t  i s  b e l i e v e  r' e a S w h i c h  a r e  c o v e r e d  b y
b e e n  d e c r e a s i n g  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  in  t h e  a r e a s
c o n t r o l  p r o g r a m s .

T A B L E  I

E s t i m a t e d  U . S .  A n n u a l  M i n i m u m  I n c i d e n c e  of S y p h i l i s
1936 -  1951

F i s c a l  Y e a r

1 9 3 6 - 3 7  
1 9 4 0 -4 1

1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951

C i v i l i a n  C a s e s  O n ly  
C o n t i n e n t a l  U . S .

2 5 9 . 0 0 0
1 7 3 . 0 0 0
1 7 7 . 0 0 0
1 9 2 . 0 0 0
2 3 1 . 0 0 0
2 0 1 . 0 0 0
1 7 8 . 0 0 0
2 0 2 . 0 0 0
2 1 4 . 0 0 0
1 7 8 . 0 0 0
1 3 9 . 0 0 0

9 8 , 0 0 0
7 1 , 0 0 0

C o n t i n e n t a l  C i v i l i a n  C a s e s  
a n d  T o t a l  A r m e d  F o r c e s *

1 8 3 . 0 0 0
206 .000
2 5 9 , 0 0 0
2 4 7 . 0 0 0  
2 3 1 ,  000
262 .000  
2 4 1 ,  000
1 9 4 . 0 0 0
1 5 1 . 0 0 0
1 0 5 . 0 0 0

74 ,000

Y e a r s  1 9 3 6 - 3 7  a n d  1 9 4 0 -4 1  ( S o u r c e  1) 
Y e a r s  1 9 4 1 - 5 1  ( S o u r c e  2)

* I n c l u d e s  A r m e d  F o r c e s  O v e r s e a s

,, T h e  i n c i d e n c e  of  g o n o r r h e a  i s  b e l i e v e d  to  b e  a t  l e a s t  f iv
e s y p h i l i s  i n c i d e n c e  ( S o u r c e  4 ) .



P a g e  2

P R E V A L E N C E  -  T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  of  c a s ®® ° f  a  c a l c u l a t e d  b y  d i v i d i n g
H t i e d  a r e a  a t  a  p o i n t  o f  t i m e .  T h e  P r e v a  a n d  m u l t i p l y i n g  b y  100
t h i s  f i g u r e  b y  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  t h e  a r e a  a t
( r a t e  p e r  100) o r  1000 ( r a t e  p e r  1000) .

T A B L E  II

The  p r e v a l e n c e  r a t e  p e r  1000 o f  s y P h i l i s I g ^ t ^ g u ^ t T g i ^ ^ y ^ o l o r  
and  v o l u n t e e r s  e x a m i n e d  d u r i n g  N o v e m b  
and  k n o w n  a g e  g r o u p s  i s  s h o w n  b e l o w .

O t h e r  &
U n k n o w n  T o t a lAge G r o u p s  W h i t e  N o n - W h i te

2 1 - 2 5 1 0 . 2 1 9 1 . 7 2 5 . 3 30 .  1
2 6 - 3 0 2 1 . 0 2 9 4 . 8 4 6 . 6 5 4 . 4
3 1 - 3 5 3 7 . 9 3 5 7 . 8 8 0 . 6 8 3 . 5

O t h e r  A g e s 2 6 . 6 1 5 1 . 2 5 9 . 4 7 1 . 9

t o t a l 1 7 . 6 2 4 5 . 2 4 1 . 0 4 6 .  1

S o u rce  3 .

Th
knn p r e v a l e n c e  o f  s y p h i l i s  a m o n g  e x a m i n e d  s e x u a l  c o n t a c t s  o f  p e r s o n s
fo r  ^ a v e  P r i m a r y  o r  s e c o n d a r y  s y p h i l i s  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 p e r c e n t
and 5q t e  m a l e s » ^1 p e r c e n t  W h i t e  f e m a l e s ,  55 p e r c e n t  N o n - W h i t e  m a l e s ,  
a va  l ' ,  P e r c e n t  f o r  N o n - W h i t e  f e m a l e s  ( s o u r c e  5 ) .  M o r e  r e c e n t  d a t a ,
(Ca,1 a  ° n l y  f o r  t h e  t o t a l  of  a l l  c o n t a c t s  to  p r i m a r y  o r  s e c o n d a r y  s y p h i l i s  
Xhg611 a r  1950)  i n d i c a t e s  38 p e r c e n t  i n f e c t e d  of t h o s e  e x a m i n e d  ( s o u r c e  6 ) .  

c o m p a r a b l e  f i g u r e  f o r  1946 i s  54 p e r c e n t .
It  . .

a ° e s t i m a t e d  a  few  y e a r s
«->

w o u ld  h a v e  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  to  t h e  s e r o l o g i c
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a p p ro x i*  

-  w a s  e s t i m a t e d  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o  t h a t  t h e r e S ul t s  to  t h e  ® *^°J°®ated
i r a t e l y  3, 0 0 0 ,  OOOpersons w h o  w o u l d  h a  p s o n s  h a d  n e v e r  b e e
t e s t  f o r  s y p h i U s  a n d  t h a t  a b o u t  h a l f  o ^  h a d  r e c e i v e d  m a d e q u a t e
fo r  s y p h i l i s .  T h e  o t h e r  h a l f  w e r e  P  ^ 1 i c i U i n  s c h e d u l e s  T h e r  
"nent u n d e r  o l d  a r s e n i c a l  s c h e d u l e s  a n  e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  P ° P “  . c C .
*ow s o m e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  s y p h i l i s  h a s  d e c  t  e s t i m a t e  o f  p r e v a
D ata  a r e  b e i n g  a n a l y z e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  m o r e  c u
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T A B L E  III

C a s e s  of  S y p h i l i s  a n d  G o n o r r h e a  R e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e
B y  S t a t e  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t s  

C o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
1919 -  1951

F i s c a l  Y e a r S y p h i l i s G o n o r r h e a

1919 1 0 0 , 4 6 6 1 3 1 , 1 9 3
1920 1 4 2 , 8 6 9 1 7 2 , 3 8 7
1921 1 8 4 , 0 9 0 1 8 9 , 9 2 7
1922 1 7 1 , 8 2 4 1 5 2 , 9 5 9
1923 1 7 2 , 2 5 8 1 5 6 , 8 2 6
1924 1 9 4 , 9 3 6 1 6 1 , 6 7 6
1925 2 0 1 , 6 9 2 1 6 6 , 2 0 8
1926 2 0 5 , 5 9 5 1 6 4 , 8 0 8
1927 1 9 6 , 4 5 7 1 6 0 , 7 9 3
1928 1 8 5 , 4 3 7 1 4 7 , 2 1 9
1929 1 9 5 , 5 5 9 1 5 6 , 5 4 4
1930 2 1 3 , 3 0 9 1 5 5 , 8 7 5
1931 2 2 9 , 7 2 0 1 5 5 , 8 9 5
1932 2 4 2 , 1 2 8 1 5 4 , 0 5 1
1933 2 3 8 , 6 5 6 149,  823
1934 2 3 1 ,  129 1 5 3 , 5 4 2
1935 2 5 5 , 8 5 6 1 6 2 , 7 6 3
1936 2 6 7 , 7 1 7 1 6 3 , 4 6 5
1937 3 3 6 , 2 5 8 1 8 2 , 4 6 0
1938 4 8 0 , 1 4 0 1 9 8 , 4 3 9
1939 4 7 8 , 7 3 8 1 8 2 , 3 1 4
1940 4 7 2 , 9 0 0 1 7 5 , 8 4 1
1941 4 7 7 ,  841 1 9 1 , 3 0 6
1942 4 7 2 , 2 4 5 2 1 2 , 3 8 4
1943 5 7 5 , 5 9 2 2 7 5 , 0 5 7
1944 4 6 7 , 6 4 1 3 0 0 , 5 8 5
1945 359 ,  115 2 8 7 , 1 8 1
1946 363 ,  647 368 ,  020
1947 3 7 2 , 9 6 3 4 0 0 , 6 3 9
1948 3 3 8 , 1 4 1 3 6 3 , 0 1 4
1949 2 88 ,  736 331 ,  661
1950 2 2 9 , 7 2 3 3 0 3 , 9 9 2
1951 1 9 8 , 6 4 0 2 7 0 , 4 4 8

S o u r c e  2 ( 1 9 4 1 - 1 9 5 1  M i l i t a r y  c a s e s  e x c l u d e d ) .  
S o u r c e  19 ( 1 9 1 9 - 1 9 4 0  M i l i t a r y  c a s e s  i n c lu d e d ) .



C a s e s  o f  V e n e r e a l  D i s e a s e s  R e p o r t e d  to the  P u b l i c  H e a l th  S e r v i c e  
F i s c a l  Y e a r s  1941 -  1951 

(Known M i l i t a r y  C a s e s  a r e  E x c l u d e d )
T h o u s a n d s  of  C a s e s

T A B L E  I V

S y p h i l i s  G o n o r r h e a  O t h e r  V e n e r e a l  D i s e a s e s

Y e a r P r i m a r y  and 
S e c o n d a r y

E a r l y
L a t e n t

L a t e  and 
L a t e  L a t e n t C o n g e n i t a l Not  S ta ted

C h a n c r o i d  G r a n u l o m a  L y m p h o g r a n u l o m a  
1/  I n g u in a l e  V e n e r e u m

In S t a t e s  and  T e r r i t o r i e s

1941 68 .  3 108 .9 2 0 1 . 9 18 .0 82.  9 193 .0 3 . 3 0 . 6 1 .3
1942 7 8 . 6 118 .3 20 6 .  5 18 .9 6 2 . 2 2 1 8 . 6 5 . 6 1 .3 1 .9
1943 8 4 . 6 150 .7 2 5 6 . 9 17 .9 65.  9 2 8 0 . 9 8 . 5 1 .8 2 . 4
1944 8 0 . 3 125 .4 2 0 8 . 8 15 .7 4 2 . 5 3 0 7 . 5 8 . 0 1 .8 2 . 9
1945 7 8 . 6 104 .9 1 46 .5 14 .7 2 3 . 4 2 9 3 . 7 5 . 6 1 .9 2 . 7
1946 9 6 . 2 1 10 .7 129.1 14 .2 2 0 . 8 3 7 2 . 6 7 . 3 2 . 2 2 . 6
1947 1 0 7 .8 1 11 .5 1 2 4 .6 14. 1 2 4 . 5 4 0 9 . 8 9 . 4 2 . 4 2 . 7
1948 8 1 . 4 101.4 1 2 5 .9 14. 5 2 2 . 7 3 7 2 .2 8 . 9 2 . 3 2 . 5
1949 5 4 . 9 8 8 . 0 123 .9 15 .7 14. 1 3 4 2 . 9 7 . 4 2 . 6 2 . 2
1950 3 2 . 9 6 9 . 2 116.  1 15.  1 7 . 0 3 1 3 . 5 5 . 9 2 . 0 1 .7
1951 18.7 5 5 . 6 110 .7 14.6 8 . 2 2 7 8 . 9 4 . 8 1 .6 1 .3

In C o n t in e n ta l  Un i ted  S ta t e s

1941 6 8 . 0 10 8 .7 2 0 1 . 2 17 .6 8 2 . 4 1 91 .3 3 . 3 0 . 6 1 .3
1942 7 5 . 7 116 .4 2 0 2 . 2 16. 9 6 1 . 0 2 1 2 . 4 5 . 4 1 .3 1 .9
1943 8 2 . 2 1 48 .9 2 5 3 . 0 16 .2 6 4 . 6 2 7 5 . 6 8 . 3 1 .7 2 . 4
1944 7 8 . 4 122.4 2 0 3 . 4 13 .6 4 0 . 4 3 0 0 . 6 7 . 9 1 .8 2 . 9
1945 7 7 . 0 101.  1 142 .7 12 .3 23.  1 2 8 5 . 0 5 . 5 1 .8 2 . 6
1946 9 5 . 0 1 07 .3 1 2 5 .8 12. 1 2 0 . 7 3 6 4 . 9 7.  1 2 . 2 2 . 6
1947 1 0 6 .6 1 0 7 .8 1 22 .3 12. 3 2 4 . 4 4 0 0 . 7 9 . 0 2 . 4 2 . 7
1948 8 0 . 5 9 7 . 7 124 .0 13 .3 2 2 . 6 3 6 3 . 0 8 . 6 2 . 3 2 . 5
1949 54. 3 8 4 . 3 121 .9 14. 3 1 3 .9 3 3 1 . 7 7 . 2 2 . 6 2 . 2
1950 3 2 . 2 6 5 . 6 113 .2 13. 5 6 . 9 3 0 4 .0 5 . 8 2 . 0 1 .6
1951 18 .2 5 2 . 3 107.1 12 .8 8 . 2 270.  4 4 . 7 1 .6 1 .3

l /  I n c lu d e s  s o m e  u n s p e c i f i e d  " O t h e r  V e n e r e a l  D i s e a s e s " .
— P̂>OQ
S o u r c e  2 .  **
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T A B L E  V

R e p o r t e d  S y p h i l i s  C a s e  R a t e s  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  P o p u l a t i o n  
F i s c a l  Y e a r s  1941 -  1951

-------
T o t a l P r i m a r y

Y e a r I n c l u d i n g P r i m a r y  o r S e c o n d a r y  & L a t e  a n d

N o t  S t a t e d S e c o n d a r y E a r l y  L a t e n t  C o n g e n i t a l L a t e  L a t e n t

C o n t i n e n t a l  U .  S.  C i v i l i a n s

1941 3 6 2 . 3 5 1 . 5 1 3 3 . 9 1 3 . 3 1 5 2 . 5
1942 3 5 7 . 9 5 7 . 4 1 4 5 . 6 1 2 . 8 1 5 3 . 3
1943 4 3 8 . 8 6 3 .  9 1 7 9 . 6 1 2 . 6 1 9 6 . 5
1944 3 6 0 . 7 6 1 . 7 1 58 .  1 1 0 .7 160 .  1
1945 2 8 0 . 5 6 0 . 6 1 4 0 . 2 9 . 7 1 1 2 . 4
1946 2 7 0 . 3 7 1 .  1 1 5 1 . 5 9 . 1 9 4 . 2
1947 2 6 4 . 8 7 5 . 6 1 5 2 . 0 8 . 7 8 6 . 7
1948 2 3 4 . 5 5 5 . 8 1 2 3 . 6 9 . 2 8 6 . 0
1949 1 9 7 . 0 3 7 . 0 9 4 . 6 9 . 8 8 3 . 2
1950 155 .  1 2 1 . 6 6 5 . 5 9 . 1 7 5 .  8
1951 1 2 9 . 9 1 1 . 9 4 6 .  1 8 . 4 7 0 .  1

T o t a l  A r m e d  F o r c e s \ J  a n d  C o n t i n e n t a l  U . S .  1C i v i l i a n s

1941 3 6 4 . 8 55 .  8 1 3 7 . 7 1 3 . 3 1 5 1 . 7
1942 3 6 2 . 9 6 6 . 9 1 5 3 . 8 1 2 . 6 1 5 1 . 0
1943 4 3 7 .  1 8 1 . 3 191 1 1 1 . 9 1 8 6 . 5
1944 3 6 7 . 0 90 .  5 1 7 9 . 6 9 . 9 148.  1
1945 2 9 4 . 5 9 3 . 4 1 6 6 . 2 8 . 9 1 0 2 . 7
1946 2 9 9 . 4 1 1 0 . 0 1 8 6 . 4 8 . 6 8 9 . 6
1947 2 8 0 .  1 9 3 .  1 1 6 8 . 7 8 . 6 8 5 . 7
1948 2 4 3 . 0 6 5 . 9 133 .  1 9 . 2 8 5 . 2
1949 2 0 3 . 4 4 5 . 0 1 0 2 . 0 9 . 7 8 2 . 4
1950 1 5 8 . 7 2 6 . 4 6 9 . 9 9 . 1 7 5 .  1
1951 1 3 1 . 6 14.  3 4 8 . 3 8 . 4 7 0 .  1 

•

i . /  I n c l u d e s  U . S .  A r m e d  F o r c e s  O v e r s e a s .

S o u r c e  7



T A B L E  V I

R E P O R T E D  V E N E R E A L  D IS E AS E C A S E  R A T E S  P E R  100,  000  P O P U L A T I O N  B Y  C O L O R  A N D  S E X
C O N T I N E N T A L  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  CI V IL IA N S

F i s c a l  Y e a r s  1947 -  1951

Di sea se  
Stage 

And Y ear

TOTAL WHITE NON-WHITE

Total Male F e m a le Total Male F em a l i i Tota l Male F e m a l e

1947 264 .8 263 .7 265 .7 118.4 113. 1 104.2 1507.8 1389.4 1619.9
1948 234 .5 230. 8 238. 1 98.7 110.2 87.5 1375.5 1256.5 1489.1
1949 197.0 195.0 199.0 81.2 90.9 71 .8 1175.9 1088.9 1258.2
1950 155. 1 152.4 157.8 62 .9 69 .4 56. 5 926. 1 855.2 993.4
1951 129.9 132. 3 127.6 51.7 59.0 4 4 .7 779.6 75 1 .9 80 5 .8

1947 7 9 .6 85 .6 65 .9 36.9 4 4 . 8 29. 1 4 0 4 .9 437.  3 374.2
1948 55.8 62 .3 4 9 . 6 25 .8 31.7 20.0 308.5 322.2 295.4
1949 37.0 4 1 .5 32.7 16.4 20.5 12.4 211.2 221.4 201.6
1950 21.6 24. 1 19.2 9.4 11.7 7 .2 123.4 128.9 118.2
1951 11.9 13.6 10.3 4 . 9 6 .3 3.5 70 .0 74 .7 65. 5

1947 76 .4 62 .2 90.2 24 .9 23.6 26 .3 513.7 395.0 626.  1
1948 67. 8 54.2 81.1 20.7 18.6 22.8 463 .5 356.6 565.5
1949 57. 5 4 6 .4 68 .4 17.3 15.6 19.0 397.6 310.9 4 7 9 .6
1950 4 3 . 9 34.7 52 .9 13.2 11.7 14.7 300.4 229.2 367.9
1951 34 .2 30.4 38.0 9 .9 9 .8 10. 1 236 .0 204.  1 266.2

1947 86 .7 90. 1 83.4 42 .9 4 9 .4 36 .6 458 .9 4 4 0 .7 476.  1
1948 86.0 89. 1 82. 9 38.7 4 4 .8 32 .8 4 83 .2 4 6 6 .2 499 .4
1949 83 .2 87.5 7 9 .0 38.2 4 4 .4 32.2 463 .5 4 5 7 .7 4 6 8 .9
1950 7 5 .8 80 .0 71 .7 34.6 4 0 .2 29. 1 4 2 0 .6 4 1 7 .5 4 23 .4
1951 70.  1 7 4 .9 65.  3 31.0 36.6 25.5 394.7 398.4 391.2

1947 8.7 7 .5 9-9 4 . 3 3.6 5. 1 50.0 4 1 . 5 50.2
1948 9 .2 8. 0 10.4 4 . 2 3.4 4 . 9 51 .9 4 7 . 5 56.2
1949 9 .8 8.7 10.8 3.7 3.2 4 . 2 60 .7 56. 1 65.1
1950 9. 1 8 . 1 10. 1 3.1 2.5 3.7 59.6 56.2 62 .8
1951 8.4 7 .6 9.2 2.8 2.4 3.3 54.6 51 .5 57.5

1947 284.2 384. 1 187.2 119.0 157.1 81.3 1687.9 2340 .6 1070.1
1948 251. 8 356.9 149.3 95.9 129.7 62 .9 1561.5 2287 .8 868.0
1949 226.  3 323. 3 132.0 77 .8 105.5 50 .8 1481.9 2193 .2 809 .3
1950 203 .7 292. 3 117.7 59.1 78 .8 39 .9 1411.9 2100.0 759.1
1951 176.9 254- 9 100.7 4 6 .6 64.1 29.4 1260. 1 1866.3 684 .7

To ta l  Syphi li s  
( includes  Not 

Stated)

P r i m a r y  and
S econda ry
Syphi li s

E a r ly
L a te n t
Syphi li s

L a te  and 
La te  L a ten t  
Syphi li s

Congeni ta l
Syphi li s

G o n o r r h e a

Sources 2, 8.

P
ag
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F A C T S  A B O U T  C O N G E N I T A L  S Y P H I L I S

IN C ID EN C E

B e c a u s e  of  i n a d e q u a c y  of  c a s e  f i n d i n g  of  c o n g e n i t a l  s y p h i l i s ,  
m a n y  c a s e s  a r e  n o t  f o u n d  e a r l y  in  l i f e  a n d  t h u s  t h e  t r u e  i n c i d e n c e  c a n  
n o t  b e  d e t e r m i n e d .  F o r  t r e n d  p u r p o s e s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  of  c o n g e n i t a l  s y 
p h i l i s  c a s e s  r e p o r t e d  u n d e r  a g e  one  m i g h t  b e  t a k e n  a s  a  r o u g h  m e a s u r e  
of  " m i n i m u m " i n c i d e n c e .  W h i le  c u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  a l l  S t a t e s  i s  
n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  l a t e s t  d a t a  s u b m i t t e d  s h o w  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e p o r t e d  c a s e s  
of  c o n g e n i t a l  s y p h i l i s  u n d e r  a g e  o n e  t o  b e  4 . 0  p e r  10,  000  l i v e  b i r t h s  in  
1949.

p r e v a l e n c e

T h e  c u r r e n t  e s t i m a t e d  p r e v a l e n c e  of  c o n g e n i t a l  s y p h i l i s  in  
C o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a g e  0 -  10 i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

p r e n a t a l  l a w

In 1949 f o r t y  S t a t e s  h a d  p r e n a t a l  b l o o d  t e s t i n g  l a w s .  Of  th e  
t o t a l  l i v e  b i r t h s  o c c u r r i n g  in  C o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  d u r i n g  1949,  79 
P e r c e n t  w e r e  in  t h e s e  S t a t e s  h a v i n g  l a w s .  S e v e n t y - o n e  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  
c o n g e n i t a l  s y p h i l i s  r e p o r t e d  f o r  C o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  r e p o r t e d  b y  
t h e s e  S t a t e s

In  1945,  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  f o r  w h i c h  d a t a  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  r a t i o  
of  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p r e n a t a l  s e r o l o g i c  t e s t s  f o r  s y p h i l i s  to  t h e  n u m b e r  of  
l ive  b i r t h s  in  t h e  26 S t a t e s  h a v i n g  a  l a w  w a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one  h a l f .

So u rce  2 3 .



T A B L E  VII

R e p o r t e d  M o r t a l i t y  a n d  I n s a n i t y  Due to  S y p h i l i s  
C o n t i n e n t a l  U . S .

1933 -  1950

C a l e n d a r
Y e a r

S y p h i l i s  M o r t a l i t y  R a t e s  
p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  

p o p u l a t i o n

I n f a n t  M o r t a l i t y  Due  to  
S y p h i l i s  R a t e s  p e r  1000 

l i v e  b i r t h s

F i r s t  A d m i s s i o n s  to  M e n t a l  
H o s p i t a l s  Due to  S y p h i l i s  

R a t e s  p e r  100 ,  000 P o p u l a t i o n

T o t a l W h i te N o n - W h i t e T o t a l W h i te N o n - W h i t e T o t a l

1933 15.  1 1 0 . 9 5 2 . 4 .7 9 . 4 4 2 . 9 5 6 . 6
1934 15.  9 1 1 . 3 5 6 . 6 .7 4 .4 1 2 . 8 4 6 . 6
1935 1 5 . 4 1 1 . 0 5 4 . 0 .7 0 .4 1 2 . 7 7 6 . 6
1936 1 6 . 2 1 1 . 5 5 6 . 8 .7 3 .4 1 3 . 0 7 6 . 6
1937 16.  1 1 1 . 4 5 8 . 0 .6 9 . 3 7 2 . 9 6 6 . 4
1938 1 5 . 9 11 .1 5 8 . 2 .6 3 . 3 3 2 . 8 1 6 . 3
1939 1 5 . 0 1 0 . 4 5 5 .  1 .5 7 . 2 8 2 . 6 0 6 . 6
1940 1 4 . 4 9 . 9 5 4 . 3 .5 3 . 2 5 2 . 5 2 5. 8
1941 1 3 . 3 9 . 3 4 7 . 5 .4 1 . 18 2 . 0 3 6 . 1
1942 1 2 . 2 8 . 6 4 2 . 5 . 3 0 . 15 1 . 5 0 5. 9
1943 12.  1 8 . 6 4 2 .  1 .2 5 . 12 1 . 2 8 5. 4
1944 1 1 . 3 7 . 9 3 9 . 6 .2 7 . 12 1 .3 5 5. 3
1945 1 0 . 7 7 . 5 3 6 . 9 .2 5 . 11 1 . 2 6 5. 2
1946 9 . 3 6 . 6 32 .  1 . 16 . 0 7 .9 2 4 . 7
1947 8 . 8 6 . 4 2 9 . 9 . 14 .0 5 .8 2 4 . 3
1948 8 . 0 5 . 7 2 6 . 9 . 12 .0 5 .6 3 3. 7

1949 2 /  1950 £. /
7 . 8 5 . 7 2 5 . 9 . 0 8 . 0 3 .4 4 3. 0
7 . 0 5 .  1 2 3 . 8 - - -

l /  D o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  a d m i s s i o n s  to  V . A .  H o s p i t a l s  
r /  E s t i m a t e d

V
S o u r c e s  9 , 1 0 , 1 1 .  £

0)
00



C l i n i c  a n d  E p i d e m i o l o g i e  D a ta  
F i s c a l  Y e a r s  1947 -  1951

T A B L E  V i l i

C l i n i c  a n d  E p i d e m i o l o g i e  D a ta 1947 1948 1949 1950 195 l i /

D i a g n o s t i c  e x a m i n a t i o n s  in  p u b l i c  c l i n i c s .....................  1 , 7 7 6 , 0 8 7
P e r c e n t  of  e x a m i n a t i o n s  in  w h i c h  one o r  m o r e

2 , 3 2 8 , 0 0 2 2 , 2 7 6 , 9 5 7 2,  7 1 7 , 6 1 4 2 , 5 3 2 , 9 6 3

V e n e r e a l  D i s e a s e s  w e r e  fo u n d  ..........................................
P r e v i o u s l y  u n t r e a t e d  s y p h i l i s  c a s e s  found  p e r

3 0 . 0 2 1 . 0 20 .  3 1 5 . 7 1 4 . 8

100 e x a m i n e d .................................................................................
P r e v i o u s l y  u n t r e a t e d  p r i m a r y - s e c o n d a r y  s y p h i l i s

9 . 3 6 . 7 5 . 7 3 . 9 3 . 5

c a s e s  found  p e r  100 e x a m i n e d .............................................
P e r c e n t  of  e a r l y  s y p h i l i s  d i s c o v e r e d  r e f e r r e d  f o r

3 . 2 1 .9 1 .3 .7 .4

6 1 . 0 6 5 . 5 5 7 . 0 4 9 . 2 3 7 . 3
N u m b e r  of c o n t a c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c o m p l e t e d ............. 4 7 6 , 3 6 8 4 0 8 , 0 5 4 3 8 0 , 0 7 9 3 3 9 , 9 6 6 3 1 4 , 3 5 6
N u m b e r  of  o t h e r  s u s p e c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c o m p l e t e d .  
A p p r o x i m a t e  n u m b e r  of c o n t a c t s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  e a c h

177,  169 1 6 4 , 0 0 3 1 5 3 , 4 3 5 1 4 8 , 5 6 3 1 5 5 , 0 8 7

p r e v .  u n t r e a t e d  p r i .  & s e c .  s y p h i l i s  p a t i e n t ...........
A p p r o x i m a t e  n u m b e r  of s y p h i l i s  i n f e c t i o n s  i d e n t i f i e d  

i n  th e  c o n t a c t s  of  e a c h  p r e v .  u n t r e a t e d  p r i m a r y  &

1 . 7 9 2 . 3 0 2 . 5 4 2 . 7 0 3 . 0 0

s e c o n d a r y  p a t i e n t ..........................................................................
A p p r o x i m a t e  n u m b e r  of s y p h i l i s  i n f e c t i o n s  b r o u g h t  to  

t r e a t m e n t  in  t h e  c o n t a c t s  of  e a c h  p r e v .  u n t r e a t e d

.5 4 . 7 0 .7 3 .7 0 . 6 8

p r i m a r y  & s e c o n d a r y  p a t i e n t ...............................................
A p p r o x i m a t e  n u m b e r  of p r i m a r y  & s e c o n d a r y  s y p h i l i s  

b r o u g h t  to  t r e a t m e n t  in  t h e  c o n t a c t s  of  e a c h  p r e v .

. 3 0 .3 7 .41 .4 0 .3 7

u n t r e a t e d  p r i m a r y  & s e c o n d a r y  p a t i e n t .......................... .1 5 . 17 . 19 .2 0 . 17

l /  P r o v i s i o n a l

S o u r c e s  2 , 2 1 .  ^
P>

00(ì
vO



P a g e  10

COSTS O F  U N C O N T R O L L E D  V E N E R E A L  DISEASE

V e n e r e a l  D i s e a s e  D is a b i l i t y  in M a n - y e a r s .

H o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  f o r  s y p h i l i s  t r e a t m e n t  ( F i s c a l  1951)

13/
H o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  f o r  s y p h i l i t i c  i n s a n i ty  (1944)

4 j
D i s a b i l i t y  f r o m  c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  s y p h i l i s  (1945)_

4 j
D i s a b i l i t y  f r o m  l o c o m o t o r  a t a x i a  (1945)—

4 /
D i s a b i l i t y  f r o m  s y p h i l i t i c  b l i n d n e s s  (194 )—

E c o n o m ic  c o s t  of P a r e s i s  and  S y ph i l i t ic  B l i n d n e s s  

M a in t e n a n c e  of p a r e t i c s  (1940)— ^
14 /

L o s s  o f  i n c o m e  b y  m a l e  p a r e t i c s  (1940)
1 5 /

M a i n t e n a n c e  o f  s y p h i l i t i c  b l i n d  (1939)—
1 5 /

L o s s  o f  i n c o m e  b y  s y p h i l i t i c  b l i n d  (1939)

Syphil i t ic  l o s s  of L i fe  in  M a n - y e a r s  (1944)

W h it e  .......................................................................................

N o n - W h i t e i Z _ / ...........................................................

T ota l  P o p u l a t i o n

1 ,639  

2 5 ,4 5 0  

7 , 820 

5, 070 

13 ,400

$ 11 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

112 , 00 0 , 0 0 0

4 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 0

6 . 000.000

2 0 1 , 0 00

150.000

351 .00 0



P E N I C I L L I N  IN T H E  T R E A T M E N T  O F  S Y P H I L I S
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E a r l y  S y p h i l i s :  P r o c a i n e  p e n i c i l l i n  in  o i l  w i th  2% a l u m i n u m  m o n o s t e a r a t e  
i s  n o t  o n ly  p r a c t i c a b l e  f o r  o u t - p a t i e n t  t h e r a p y  b u t  i s  e q u a l l y  a s  e f f e c t i v e  
in th e  t r e a t m e n t  of  e a r l y  s y p h i l i s  a s  a q u e o u s  p e n i c i l l i n  g i v e n  a t  2 h o u r  
i n t e r v a l s .  A m i n i m u m  of 2 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  u n i t s  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  p r i m a r y  
s y p h i l i s ;  b e s t  r e s u l t s  a r e  o b t a i n e d  in  s e c o n d a r y  s y p h i l i s  w i t h  a  m i n i m u m  
of 4 ,  8 00 ,  000 u n i t s j _ 8 / t

A c o m p a r i s o n  of  s c h e d u l e s  u t i l i z i n g  v a r y i n g  a m o u n t s  of  p r o c a i n e  
P e n i c i l l i n  a n d  a l u m i n u m  m o n o s t e a r a t e  in  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  s e c o n d a r y  s y p h i l i s  
l s  p r e s e n t e d  in  T a b l e  X.

C o n g e n i t a l  S y p h i l i s : T h e r e  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  p e r c e n t a g e  of  p a t i e n t s  
With s a t i s f a c t o r y  p r o g r e s s  a m o n g  c h i l d r e n  t r e a t e d  a t  l e s s  t h a n  6 m o n t h s  of 

t h a n  a m o n g  c h i l d r e n  t r e a t e d  a t  6 m o n t h s  to  2 y e a r s  of  a g e  o r  c h i l d r e n  
r e a t e d  a t  2 y e a r s  of  a g e  o r  o v e r .

T A B L E  IX

Age of C h i ld  a t  t i m e  
of T r e a t m e n t

S a t i s f a c t o r y  P r o g r e s s  
6 - 1 8  m o n t h s  

P o s t t r e a t m e n t

U n s a t i s f a c t o r y  P r o g r e s s  
6 - 1 8  m o n t h s  

P o s t t r e a t m e n t

L e s s  t h a n  6 m o n t h s  
m o s .  -  l y r .  11  m o s .  
y e a r s  a n d  o v e r

9 5 . 7  p e r c e n t  
7 5 . 0  p e r c e n t  
6 1 . 4  p e r c e n t

4 . 3  p e r c e n t  
2 5 . 0  p e r c e n t  
3 8 . 6  p e r c e n t

Sou rce  1 8 .

^VP h i l i s  in  P r e g n a n c y : P e n i c i l l i n  i s  e f f e c t i v e  t h e r a p y  f o r  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  of  
^ ^ § feni t a i  s y p h i l i s .  A m o n g  p r e g n a n t  w o m e n  t r e a t e d  w i th  a  m i n i m u m  of 
of +K ’ u n i t s  (o r  a  m i n i m u m  of  4 0 ,  000 u / k g )  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  98 p e r c e n t  
0£ e c h i l d r e n  w e r e  n o n s y p h i l i t i c .  T h e  p e r c e n t a g e  v a r i e d  s l i g h t l y  b y  s t a g e  

M o t h e r ' s  s y p h i l i s  a t  t i m e  of  t r e a t m e n t  d u r i n g  p r e g n a n c y  ( s e e  T a b l e  XI) .



T A B L E  X

T R E A T M E N T  O F  S E C O N D A R Y  S Y P H I L I S  W IT H  P R O C A I N E  
P E N I C I L L I N  A N D  A L U M I N U M  M O N O S T E A R A T E

A .  R e s u l t s  a t  12 M o n t h s  A f t e r  T r e a t m e n t

C e n t e r  o r C u m u l a t i v e N o t  r e - t r e a t e d
G r o u p  of S c h e d u l e  of  T h e r a p y C a s e s p e r c e n t S e r o p o s i t i v e S e r o n e g a t i v e
C e n t e r s o b s e r v e d r e t r e a t e d N u m b e r  P e r c e n t N u m b e r P e r c e n t

A 2, 4 0 0 ,  000 u n i t s  -  l , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  q 4  d a y s 73 7 . 9 13 1 7 . 9 54 7 4 .  3
2 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  u n i t s  -  1 s e s s i o n 57 5 . 6 10 1 7 .5 44 7 6 .  9

1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  u n i t s  -  1 i n j e c t i o n 96 2 5 . 2 17 1 7 .7 55 5 7 . 3
B 2 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  u n i t s  -  1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  q 7 d a y s 111 1 0 . 7 31 2 8 . 0 68 6 1 . 4

4 ,  800 ,  000 u n i t s  -  1, 2 0 0 ,  000  q  7 d a y s 123 8 . 7 26 2 1 . 2 86 7 0 . 2

C 9 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  u n i t s  -  6 0 0 , 0 0 0 q  3 -  4 84 3 . 4 20 2 3 . 9 61 7 2 .  8

U n i t s  p e r  K i l o g r a m  of  B o d y  W e i g h t
5,  000 u n i t s  o r  le s so r 11 4 6 . 2 3 2 6 . 9 3 2 6 . 9

10,  000 u n i t s one 30 2 6 .  1 11 3 7 . 0 11 3 7 . 0
D 20 ,  000 u n i t s i n j e c t i o n 32 2 1 . 2 6 1 8 . 9 19 6 0 . 0

4 0 ,  000  u n i t s o r 128 1 1 . 0 31 2 4 . 2 83 6 4 . 8
80,  000 u n i t s s e s s i o n 136 1 0 . 3 23 1 6 . 9 99 / 2 . 8



T A B L E  X

T R E A T M E N T  O F  S E C O N D A R Y  S Y P H I L I S  W IT H  P R O C A I N E  
P E N I C I L L I N  A N D  A L U M I N U M  M O N O S T E A R A T E

B .  R e s u l t s  a t  24 M o n t h s  A f t e r  T r e a t m e n t

C e n t e r  o r C u m u l a t i v e N o t  r e - t r e a t e d
G r o u p  of S c h e d u l e  of T h e r a p y C a s e s  . p e r c e n t S e r o p o s i t i v e S e r o n e g a t i v e
C e n t e r s o b s e r v e d r e t r e a t e d N u m b e r P e r c e n t N u m b e r P e r c e n t

A 2, 4 0 0 ,  000 u n i t s  -  1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  q 4 d a y s 21 1 0 . 8 1 4 . 7 18 8 4 . 6
2 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  u n i t s  -  1 s e s s i o n 15 1 5 . 8 2 1 3 . 0 11 7 1 . 3

1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  u n i t s  -  1 i n j e c t i o n 29 2 7 . 4 2 6 . 9 19 6 5 . 8
B 2, 4 0 0 ,  000 u n i t s  -  1, 2 00 ,  000 q  7 d a y s 34 1 7 . 8 4 1 1 . 7 24 7 0 . 5

4 ,  800 ,  000 u n i t s  -  1, 200 , 000 q  7 d a y s 38 1 3 . 4 4 1 0 . 5 29 7 6 . 2

C 9 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  u n i t s  -  6 0 0 , 0 0 0  q  3 - 4  d a y s 35 4 .  6 3 8 . 7 30 8 6 . 7

U n i t s  p e r  K i l o g r a m  of B o d y  W e i g h t
5 , 0 0 0  u n i t s  o r  l e s s a i 9 4 6 . 2 3 3 2 . 3 2 2 1 . 5

10, 000 u n i t s one 18 4 4 .  3 3 1 6 . 8 7 3 9 . 2
D 20 ,  000  u n i t s L i n j e c t i o n 14 2 7 . 8 3 2 1 . 7 7 5 0 . 7

4 0 ,  000  u n i t s o r 49 1 9 . 8 10 2 0 . 6 29 5 9 . 6
80 ,  000  u n i t s  ^ s e s s i o n 68 12.  9 7 1 0 . 3 52 7 6 . 7
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O u t c o m e  of  P r e g n a n c y  B y  S t a g e  o f  D i s e a s e  
A t  T i m e  o f  M o t h e r ' s  T r e a t m e n t  D u r i n g  P r e g n a n c y

T A B L E  XI

S ta g e  of  D i s e a s e  a t  t i m e  
of M o t h e r ' s  t r e a t m e n t

All  d i a g n o s e s  
S e c o n d a r y  
E a r l y  L a t e n t  
L a t e  ( l a t e n t ,  CNS,

C o n g e n i t a l )

238 1 0 0 . 0 233 9 7 . 9
41 1 0 0 . 0 39 95.  1

153 1 0 0 . 0 150 98 .  1

44 100 .  0 44 100.  0 0.0

Not e:  S e r i e s  A  i s  b a s e d  o n  p r e v i o u s l y  u n t r e a t e d  m o t h e r s  ( S o u r c e  20),  
S e r i e s  B i n c l u d e s  p r e v i o u s l y  t r e a t e d  c a s e s  ( S o u r c e  1 ) .
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T A B L E  XII

O u t c o m e  Of  P r e g n a n c y  In W o m e n  T r e a t e d  P r i o r  T o ,  B u t  N o t  
D u r i n g ,  P r e g n a n c y  B y  S ta g e  Of  S y p h i l i s  A t  T i m e  Of T r e a t m e n t

S tage  of  D i s e a s e  a t  t i m e T o t a l  l i v e
of M o t h e r ' s  T r e a t m e n t  
_ P r i o r  t o  P r e g n a n c y

b i r t h s N o n s y p h i l i t i c S y p h i l i t i c
N u m b e r  P e r c e n t N u m b e r P e r c e n t N u m b e r P e r c e n t

S e r i e s  A

•All d i a g n o s e s 154 1 0 0 . 0 153 9 9 . 4 1 0 . 6
P r i m a r y  o r  S e c o n d a r y 133 1 0 0 . 0 132 9 9 . 2 1 0 . 8
E a r l y  L a t e n t 13 1 0 0 . 0 13 100.  0 0 0 . 0
L a t e  ( l a t e n t ,  CNS,

c o n g e n i t a l 8 1 0 0 . 0 8 1 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0

S e r i e s  B
A l l  d i a g n o s e s 229 1 0 0 . 0 228 9 9 . 6 1 0 . 4

S e r i e s  A  -  S o u r c e  18.  

S e r i e s  B -  S o u r c e  2 2 .
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T R E A T M E N T  O F  O T H E R  VENEREAL. DISEASES 1 1 ^

G o n o r r h e a

P r o c a i n e  p e n i c i l l i n  G in  o i l  w i th  2% a l u m i n u m  m o n o s t e a r a t e  
in a  s in g le  i n j e c t i o n  of 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  u n i t s  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  the  t r e a t m e n t  
° f  g o n o r r h e a .  If the  d i s c h a r g e  in  u n c o m p l i c a t e d  g o n o r r h e a  p e r s i s t s  fo r  
t h r e e  d a y s  o r  m o r e  and  the  s m e a r  and  c u l t u r e  a r e  s t i l l  p o s i t i v e ,  an  
a d d i t i o n a l  i n j e c t io n  of 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  u n i t s  should  be  a d m i n i s t e r e d .

Chancroid

It S u l f a d i a z in e  i s  the  d r u g  of c h o ice  in  the  t r e a t m e n t  of  c h a n c r o i d .
i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  1 g r a m  b e  g i v e n  4 t i m ? S a  fo u n d  e f f e c t i v e

S t r e p t o m y c i n ,  a u r e o m y c i n  a n d  C h l o r o m y c e t i n  h a v e  
b u t  a r e  n o t  r o u t i n e l y  r e c o m m e n d e d .

G r a n u l o m a  In gu ina le

S t r e p t o m y c i n ,  a u r e o m y c i n ,  c h l o r o m y c e t i n  and  t e r r a m y c i n  a r e  
t e c t i v e .  S t r e p t o m y c i n  o r  d i h y d r o - s t r e p t o m y c i n  should  be g iv en  i n t r a -  

rt* i s c u l a r l y  in d o s e s  of 1 g r a m  e a c h  3 t i m e s  a day  f o r  7 - 1 0  d a y s .  The 
h e r  d r u g s  shou ld  be  g iv e n  o r a l l y  in 1 - g r a m  d o s e s  3 t i m e s  a day  f o r

10 d a y s .

L y m p h o g r a n u l o m a  V e n e r e u m

S u l f a d i a z in e  i s  t h e  d r u g  of c h o i c e .  D o s e s  of 1 g r a m  4 t i m e s  
day f o r  1 2 - 1 5  d a y s  a r e  u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e d .  A u r e o m y c i n  i s  e f f e c t iv e  but 
i s  g e n e r a l l y  h e ld  in  r e s e r v e  f o r  p a t i e n t s  s e n s i t i v e  o r  r e s i s i t a n t  to
sulfadiazine.
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■ N .  Y .  S t a t e  J o u r n a l  of  M e d i c i n e :  O c t o b e r  1, 1943: V o l u m e  4 3 ,  N o .  19, 
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2 .  T a b u l a t e d  b y  th e  P r o g r a m  E v a l u a t i o n  S e c t i o n ,  D i v i s i o n  of  V e n e r e a l
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N a t i o n a l  O f f i c e  of  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s ;  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s  of  th e  U . S .  1 9 4 7 - 1 9 4 9 ,
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C e n s u s  B u r e a u :  P a t i e n t s  in  M e n t a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  1 9 3 3 -1 9 4 6 ;  P o p u l a t i o n  
R e l e a s e s  U . S . P . H . S  , N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of  M e n t a l  H e a l t h :  P a t i e n t s  in 
M e n t a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  1 9 4 7 - 1 9 4 8 ,  1949 u n p u b l i s h e d  d a t a .
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^ v i s io n  of  V e n e r e a l  D i s e a s e ,  P H S  F o r m  106.

C a l c u l a t e d  f r o m  n u m b e r  of  d i s c h a r g e s  a n d  d e a t h s  a n d  l e n g t h  of  s t a y  in 
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J o u r n a l  of  V e n e r e a l  D i s e a s e  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  A u g u s t  1945,  P a g e s  175 -  183 .



15. J o u r n a l  of  V e n e r e a l  D i s e a s e  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  A p r i l  1939,  P a g e s  9 1 - 9 5 .
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19. A n n u a l  R e p o r t s  of  th e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  1 9 1 9 -1 9 4 0  a n d  r e v i s i o n s  
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P a g e  18


