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From the Quechua kina, “bark,” quinine is an alkaloid of cinchona that has an-
timalarial properties. In the 1620s, Jesuit missionaries living in Peru learned 

of the healing powers of the bark of “fever trees” that grew in the high forests of 
Peru and Bolivia.

“Cinchona officinalis 001” by H. Zell. Own work. Licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0 via Wikimedia Commons.

Quinine [kwinʹin]


