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SPECIAL NOTE

The information in this report represents a factual summary of data 
Sported to the Poliomyelitis Surveillance Unit from State Health Depart­
ments, Epidemic Intelligence Service Officers, participating laboratories 
und other pertinent sources. Much of the material is preliminary in nature 
snd is. subject to change. The distribution of this report is strictly 
limited to federal and state officials, to directors of participating 
laboratories and to other official or non-official persons having respon­
sibility for the control of poliomyelitis in the nation. It is understood 
that this report will not be quoted in public nor will its contents be 
Released to the press or to unauthorized persons. Any release of this 
information will be made by the Office of the Surgeon General, U.S. Public 
Health Service. State Health Officers, of course, are free to reveal any 
information they may wish concerning data from their state.

All readers should be cautioned regarding the limitation of data 
presented herein. Current and cumulative data are given concerning re­
ported cases of poliomyelitis in vaccinated persons and among their 
familial and community contacts. It should be recognizedthat these data 
do not constitute A controlled evaluation of poliomyelitis vaccine. For 
this reason, interpretations and conclusions based on material in these 
.reports must~ be guarded._____ _________ ■ _________________ ______ _______
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I. Current Poliomyelitis Morbidity Trends . . , . . .

Poliomyelitis incidence by states for the weeks ending November 12 
through December 17 is presented in Table 1, together with a six-week 
total for this and the three previous years. Incidence fell again this 
week and continues below that for the past three years, reflecting de­
creases in cases reported from almost all states. The usual figure, 
showing national incidence by weeks,, is omitted from the present report, 
but will again appear in subsequent, reports.

II. Laboratory Studies

PSU has compiled a tabulation of laboratory reports from 18 par­
ticipating laboratories running polio diagnostic specimens. Thi3 tabulation 
is confined to reports of 1507 fecal specimens from individuals with a 
clinical diagnosis of paralytic, non-paralytic or suspect poliomyelitis an 
represents 20.5$ of 7355 specimens reported to PSU through December 2, 1955*

Virus Isolations from Poliomyelitis Cases 
by Clinical Diagnosis and Type of Virus Isolated 
(Reports Received by PSU through December 2, 1955)

Clinical Diagnosis* Total
Laboratory
Results

Paralytic 
No. $

Non-Paralytic 
No. $

: Suspect 
No. .$

Specimens 
No. $

Polio Virus 
I 178 35$ 80 12$ 26 8$ 284 19$
II 19 4$ 15 2$ 5 1$ 39 3$
III 39 8$ 11 2$ 5 1$ 55 4$

Other Virus
Coxsackie - - 1 - 4 1$ 5 -
Ho simplex - - 1 - 1 - 2 -
Orphan 18 3$ 32 5$ 12 4$ 62 4$

Negative 257 50$ 519 79$ 284 85$ 1060 70$ _

Totals 511 100$ 659 100$ 337 100$ 1507 100$

-frRased on preliminary diagnosis made when specimens were collected._____.

This table shows that polio virus was isolated from 47$ of specimens 
on paralytic cases, from 16$ of specimens on non-paralytic cases, and fro® 
10$ of specimens on suspects. Among 236 polio viruses isolated from 
paralytic cases, 75$ were Type I, 8$ Type II and 17$ Type III; among 106 
polio virus isolated from non-paralytic cases, 75$ were Type I, 15$ Type 
and 10$ Type III; and among 36 polio viruses isolated from suspect cases, 
72$ were Type I, 14$ Type II and 14$ Type III. Orphan viruses were isolate 
from 3$ of the paralytic specimens, 5$ of non-paralytic specimens, and 4$ 
of specimens run on suspects. A few coxsackie and Herpes simplex viruses 
were isolated from non-paralytic and suspect cases.



Dr. Cecil B. Tucker, Director, Division Preventable Diseases,
Tennessee, has compiled data on effectiveness of vaccine as used in Tennessee, 
in a news release, dated November 28, 1955:

“Since the poliomyelitis season is on the wane and the number of 
cases reported to the State Health Department each week is very 
small, data regarding occurrence of paralytic cases of the disease 
have been tabulated for two groups of children, l) those receiving 
the polibmyelitis vaccine under the program sponsored by the ‘ -' 
National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis and 2) those not re­
ceiving the vaccine. The data are summarized in the following table.

... number of cases of paralytic poliomyelitis having onsets from
MAY 1 TO OCTOBER 31 AND ATTACK RATES PER 100,000 POPULATION 
AMONG CHILDREN 6-9'YEARS OF AGE ACCORDING TO TYPE OF CASE 

AND VACCINATION STATUS, TENNESSEE, 1955

III. Special Studies * .. *v ... »

Paralytic
Vaccination Estimated Cases

Status Population Number Rate

Total 273,760 15 5.5

Field trials, 1954 9,667 1 10.3
Vaccinated, 1955 160,990 3 1.9
Not vaccinated 103,103 11 10.7

When the 15 paralytic cases are divided according to whether or 
not the child had received poliomyelitis vaccine, striking 
differences are noted. Only three children who received the 
vaccine under the Foundation program developed paralytic polio­
myelitis betî een May 1 and October 31, compared with eleven 
children who did not receive the vaccine. One child who received 
vaccine during the Field Trials conducted in 1954 developed 
paralytic poliomyelitis in 1955. When the cases are related to 
their corresponding population groups, a rate of 1.9 per 100,000 
is obtained among children vaccinated in 1955 compared with a 
rate of 10.7 per 100,000 among those not vaccinated. Thus, there 
is a ratio of greater than 5 to 1 in favor of the vaccine. Tentative 
results reported by the Public Health Service reveal that in a 
group of 20 states the attack rates for paralytic poliomyelitis 
are from 2 to more than 5 times greater in the unvaccinated than 
in the vaccinated children."

TV. Routine Poliomyelitis Surveillance

The tabular summary lists in detail the polio cases among vaccinated 
children accepted December 15 through December 21 with revisions of pre­
viously listed cases. Table 2 presents these cases and total cases to 
date. Of the 32 new cases, 11 are paralytic and 21 non-paralytic. None



of the paralytic and four of the non-paralytic cases had onsets 30 days 
or less after vaccination.
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■* * * * *

No PSU Report will appear next week because of the holidays. 
Weekly reports will be resufned after the first of the year.

(This report was prepared by Dr. Neal Nathanson and Dr. Wm. „Jackaon 
Hall, with assistance from the Statistics Section, CDC.)

NN(500)



Table 1

TRE1ID OF 1955 POLIOMYELITIS INCIDENCE

Cases Reported to NOVS~::' Comparable
State_ 11/12

During Week Ending 
11/19 11/26 12/3 12/10

6 Week 
12/17 Total

Totals in: 
I95it 1953 1952

^ e d  states U69 U59 290 283 223 177 1901 3033 2639 U872

East
Haine 1 9 3 2 1 16 16 15 20

Hampshire c m l 1 1 2 5 7 16 5Vermont 2 h 3 mm 9 10 11 10
Pkssachusetts h3 52 37 17 20 5 17it 82 98 28
^hode Island 12 15 it 8 mm mm 39 it 16 17Connecticut 5 11 6 5 it 2 33 69 21 2 it
New York ho 38 22 23 12 19 15U 383 290 252
Wew Jersey 5 11 3 8 3 it 3it 132 32 60ênnSyivania 8 15 2 8 5 3 itl lit9 85 112

^th Central 
Ohio 
^diana

26 7 15 it 3 13 68 189 161 19it
5 11 12 12 6 6 52 101 2it 103

Illinois 15 lit lit 10 5 1 59 150 102 281
Michigan
Wisconsin

10 7 it 6 3 5 35 192 I5it 306
ho 25 18 23 10 10 126 82 55 133

Înne s ota
Iowa
Missouri 
!°rth Dakota

6 5 5 3 it 5 28 25 100 355
5 8 3 h 1 l 22 70 39 159

11 7 1 5 8 — 32 31 50 115
mm mm 1 l 3 5 it 15 it8

Couth Dakota mm mm — mm 1 it 5 23 19 118
Jebraska 2 mm 2 3 mm mm 7 28 12 lit9
Kansas 5 2 1 1 3 it 16 lt3 29 85

Nth
Delaware 1 1 20 3 6
inland 3 3 3 5 3 17 26 31 21
district of Col, 
.y^ginia 
®st Virginia 
J0l,th Carolina 
Couth Carolina

1 1 1 mm 3 7 5 7
— 5 3 1 3 3 15 itlt 31 itit
1 h 2 2 2 mm 11 15 2 it ItO

16 5 7 6 5 7 It6 35 30 57
3 5 3 l mm 12 19 15 9

;e°rgia
Florida

2 6 1 5 2 16 26 11 it3
2 it 10 2 - it 22 125 73 95

^htucky 18 5 2 1 it 2 32 5it 29 126
, lessee 
l̂ubaira 
^ssissippi

h 2 1 2 1 mm 10 36 23 55
it 1 7 1 13 16 lit 23

- it 3 3 1 - 11 23 11 17
^kansas
C°Uisiana
l̂ahorna

mm it 1 mm 2 7 26 26 17
5 5 2 2 6 3 23 it5 23 30
it 10 1 2 2 1 20 10 33 53

ieXas 18 32 20 7 22 lit 113 127 128 90



Table 1 (Continued)

S*t3.*b© 11/12

Cases Reported to NOVS'" 
During Week Ending: 

11/19 11/26 12/3 12/10
6 Week 

12/17 Total

C oraparable
Totals ins ,

195U 1953jj2fL

rest
Montana 2 1 2 2 NR 7 27 ho 33

a
Q fl2

Idaho 8 k 6 2 2 — 22 13
Wyoming 1 1 - - - - 2 26
Colorado 3 h 3 1 1 2 Hi 19 8 „

6 2? 
w  $
1  36

New Mexico 3 2 1 3 1 2 12 Hi.
Arizona 2 3 — — 2 1 8 9
Utah 1 2 — 2 1- — 6 36
Nevada 1 3 - - - - II 1

Washington 23 18 19 iu 16 5 95 60 iii
60 £ 
5U3 ^3Oregon 20 15 10 15 11 10 81 H9

California 87 65 Ui 53 39 33 318 335

^National Office of Vital Statistics,,



Table 2

Poliomyelitis Cases in Vaccinated Individuals 
(PSU Accepted Cases through December 21, 1955)

C
P NP

Vaccine Manufacturer and Paralytic Status"
L PD PM ¥

NP P NP P NP P NP
CASES VACCINATED 5-7 OR BEFORE WITH ONSETS 30 DAYS OR DESS AFTER VACCINATION*

Totals through 12-21 59 18 17 29 U 5 3 5
77 he 8 13

Totals through 12-lU (Revised) 
New Cases 12-15 through 12-21
Totals through 12-21

CASES VACCINATED 5-7 OR BEFORE WITH ONSETS 31 DAYS OR MORE AFTER VACCINATION*5'4* 
13 19 31 1U2 19 50 12 17 18 52
G O  2 1  1 1 0 C 2 9
13 19

32
33 lii3 

176
20 51

111
12 17 20 61

29 81
CASES VACCINATED 5-8 OR IATER WITH ONSETS 30 DAYS OR DESS AFTER VACCINATION"*** 

28 79 2U 38* h 9 h 11Totals through 12-lU (Revised)
New Cases 12-15 through 12-21 0 U 0 0 0 0
Totals through 12-21 28 83 2U 38* h 9 h 11

111 62 13 15
CASES VACCINATED 5-8 OR LATER WITH ONSETS 31 DAYS OR MORE AFTER VACCINATION*5

6k 72 251* 0 1 1 5
k 5 2 1 c 0 0

20
0

77 2 53*
330

1

Totals through 12-lli (Revised)
Few Cases 12-15 through 12-21 _________
Totals through 12-21 20 68

______________________________________________________86__________________________________
•^Including one case that received either Parke-Davis or Dilly vaccine.
*-*Vaccine Manufacturers: C - Cutter; L - Lilly; PD - Parke-Davis; PM - Pitman-Moore; T< - Wyeth

Paralytic Status: F - Paralytic; NP - Non-Paralytic
•K*BCases in individuals who had two inoculations are listed according to the second inoculation, 

with Cutter vaccine given after May 7c

1
6

No inoculations
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POLIOMYELITIS AMONG VACCINATED INDIVIDUALS 
(PSU Accepted Cases December 15 - December 21, 1555)

PSU
CASE NO. County

Ini­
tials Age Sex

Date
Inoc*

Date
1st
Symp>

Date
1st
Para.

Site
Inoc0

Site
1st
Para. Mfr0

Lot
No«. Remarks

NEW 0288i*6B? Spinal fluid ,,620 cells.
111-50 Cook RB 7 M 5-6 7-10 None LA None PD 028863B?
Mich-2? Genesee JN 7- M 5-20 8-21* ? LA 7 PD ?
Mich-28 Mecosta RW 8 F April 8-3 7 7 ? PD 7
Mich-25 Jackson ST 8 M May, , 11-25 ? 7 7 PD ?

August 7 PM ?
Mich-30 Calhoun JD 8 M May or 8-1* ? Arm ? PD ?

June
Pa-U3 Dauphin JD 8 M May 8-6 None LA None W 23801? Spinal fluid, 130 cells.

236ll|?
Pa-l*l* Cumberland LG 8 M May 5-27 None RA None w 23602 or 23801 Spinal fluid,

Oct. RA L ?7001-657210 616 cells.
?7115-657206

Pa~l*5 Cumberland KN 7 F May 8-7 None RA None W 23612? 23801? Spinal fluid,153 cells.
Conn~l*3 Fairfield JSB 5 M Aug. 11-11 None LA None L 600l*-653807 Spinal fluid, 2 cells.
Conn-l*l* Hartford SDH 3 M 5-22 10-21 None LA None L 8098-61*931*1* Spinal fluid, ll* cells.

10-lli LA L 8098-61*931*1*
Conn~l*5 Hartford RF 8- M May 11-5 None 7 None PD 029126A
Conn-l*6 Fairfield AK 8 M 5-2ii 10-28 10-31 ? Bulbar FD 029126A
Conn-l*7 New Haven DEO 8 M 5-20 8-5 7 LA RL PD 029126A
Conn~l*8 New Haven DJA 7 M June 10-17 None LA None PD? 029126A Spinal fluid, 51* cells.

Aug. LA L? 653807
Conn-l*9 Hartford TLR 5 F Aug. 10-12 None 7 None PD? 029126A Also vaccinated in 1951u

Aug. 7 L? 6001*- Spinal fluid, 25 cells.
653807

NY-176 Onondaga JES 6 F 5-16 10-21* 10-26 LA RL PD 02912PA
Tex-101 Lubbock JIH 7 • M h-22 11-1 None 9 None L 7080-61*931*2
0hio~l*5 Stark MOT 7 F U-27 8-11 None Arm None W 23701



Remarks
PSU
CASE NO, County

Ini­
tials Age Sex

Date
Inoc,

Date
1st
Symp,

Date
1st
Para,

Site
Inoc,

Site
1st
Para, Mfr,

Lot
No, Remarks

-• NEW (Continued) ■ *

1 Ohio-i|6 Hamilton CB 18 F U-28 8-6 ? Arm LL L 61*9336 761933 7? n
Ohio-U7 Stark WC 7 M ii-27 8~2it ? LA Legs W 23701
Ohio-l|8 Stark RP 6 M U-27 8-21 None LA None w 23701

1 Ohio-l|9 'Hamilton KH 10 F U-18 7-21 ? Arm Bulbar L 7619336 7619337
Ohio-50 Trumbull RL 5 M U-26 8-11 None ? None w 23701 or 23519
Chio-5l Logan MK 7 M h -2  9 8-2 None RA None w 23707 or 23708
tOhio-52 Darke PW 8 F lt-26 9-19 None Arm None w 23708
Ohio-53 Cuyahoga AF 7 F April 8-1 None Arm None w 23701 or 23518
0hio-51+ Lucas SB 7 F April 8-8 ? ? KA,RL w 23511* or 23516
Ohio-55 Montgomery VS 7 M U-27 8-16 None LA None w 23705,23706 or 23709
Ohio-56 Cuyahoga GT 6 M 10-15 11-1 None LA None L 3825-619337 Spinal fluid, 27 cells.
Cal-ll;7 Imperial LB 5 F 12-2 12-12 None LA . None L li050-658261
Wi sc-65 Racine MLM 7 M May 11-10 None RA None PD 029127A Spinal fluid, 2 cells.

June RA PD 029127A
Me-ii Sagadahoc DL ■ 8 M 6—lit ’-11-16 None IA None L 5205-61*931+8 Spinal fluid,211 cells.

7-19 LA L 5205-61931*8

REVISIONS
(Revised Items Underlined)

Ohio-3 Weston DL 8 M U-28 5-17 5 - 2 0 LA Bulbar W 2 3 5 1 6  Type I  isolated 5 - 2 6  
(Dr, Robbins) o

Ohio-17 Hamilton RBP 8 M it-27 7-3 None LA None W 237
Ohio-21

..1 1 1 - 6
H i - 5 3

Summit NK

DROPPED— SAME AS 
DROPPED— SAME AS

7 M

m - 7 5 —

1 1 1 - 8 8 —

1-28 3^19 None LA pNone W 23703 Type I isolated 9-1 
"(Dr, Robbins),

1 1 1 - 6 0 Cook SL 8 F April 
or May

9-9 7 7 LL• \l .. K . PD 702881*63,702885QB 
7028661B,7028863B

m - 7 5 McHenry WMcC 7 M April 6-3 None LA None PD 02881*63?
028863B7



SUPPLEMENTARY REPORTS
ISSUED BY THE POLIOMYELITIS SURVEILLANCE UNIT 

DURING THE CALENDAR YEAR 
1955

NOTES

P e rm iss io n  t 2X' 3nu0Cl 550 jt; s t a t e s  1" 
to the complete PSU aailing list* Other states 
for verification of the facts.



PSU
CASE NO, bounty

Ini­
tials Age 39X

Date
Inoce

1st 1st
Para,

Site
Inoc,

1st 
Para * Mfrc

Lot
No* Remarks

NEW (Continued)

■ Ghio-4 6 Hamilton CB F U—28 8-6 ? Arm $ L
Ohio-4? Stark WC 7 M u-2 7 8-2l* ? y a LA Hi <■sOhio -1*8 RP 6 M ?*-2? 5-21 None T A 

jais- I e
Ohi 0-1*5 ' Hamilton SH F 1*-18 7-21 c -r L
Chi o-50 Trumbull HL 5 K 1**"26 8-11 None 7 9§ne W
Chib™5l Logan MK 7 M U-29 8-2 None RA fee w
'Ohio-52 Darke PW e ' F h -26 5-19 None Arm 5-G w
Ohio-53 Cuyahoga AF 7 F April 8-1* None Arm W;*5i ,m K Ss >-3 w
0i)io-51* Lucas SB 7 F April 8-8 ? ? r; 2'SS S & '

w
Ohio-55 Montgomery VS ? M li-27 8-16 None U w
Ohio-56 ■ GT ■6 M 3.0-15 11-1 None T ft Xxi grHsg L
Cal-ll*7 Imperial LB 5 F 12-2 12-12 None /V • <’v L
Wise—65 Racine MLM » M May 13 -10 None RA £ ° 1S S ED

June PA • PD
Me-h Sagadahoc DL -8 M 6-ll* -1.1-16 None U -

7-19 LA 0 6 5SB ./J L

.1.11-6 
ill-53 
in-66

rn-is

REVISIONS « h
€co

DROPPED— SAME AS 111-75-----
BroM p^ sams a s"iiI1BB1 — —
Cook SL “ “B ¥  "April 9-9
Mdftenry IflicC 7 M April 6-1

61*9336761*933??
23701 
23701
? 61*5*06 ?6U93>7 
23701; or 135A- 
23707 or 23708 
23706
23701 or 23516 
2351U or 23516 
23705,23706 or 23705 
3825-61*933? Spinal fluid, 2? cells, 
1*050-658261
029127A Spinal fluid, 2 cells« 
029127A
5205-61*931*8 Spinal fluid,211 cells. 
5205-61*931*8

Ohio-3 Weston DL 6 M i*~28 5-1? 5-20 LA EfSlbar W 23516

' Hamilton REP 8 M li-27 7-3 None LA. fine W
Ohio-21 Summit NK 7 M 1*~28 $-19 None LA ; igne W 23703

Type I isolated 5-26 
(Dr« "Robbins j •>

Type I isolated 9-1 
7Dr5~Robbins) ■

7 ? LL PD 70288U6D,•0286503
?02666i£.,?Q28863B

Non© LA 1 None PD 028&U6B?
02886:1.7


