Avidity Index testing
To further support the STARHS data provided by the Vironostika HIV-1 LS EIA (J Acquir Immune Defic Syndr. 2003; 33: 349-55), which measures HIV antibody titers, an in-house antibody avidity assay (courtesy of Michele Owen) was also applied to 16 samples from the wildtype virus group.   The avidity assay used for the analysis is similar in principle to the assays described by Suligoi, et al. (J Acquir Immune Defic Syndr 2003; 32: 424–428) and Gupta, et al. (AIDS Res Hum Retroviruses 2007; 23: 1475-80), with the exceptions that an US FDA licensed test (Genetics Systems HIV ½ plus O EIA, Bio-Rad Laboratories, Redmond WA) is used, 0.1M diethylamine is the chaotropic dissociation reagent, and an Avidity Index (AI) cutoff of 0.40 rather than 0.80 was selected for recent infection.
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