Table S1. Rational for treatments and recognized adverse effects
	Treatment
	Recognized adverse effects of treatment in other illnesses

	Ribavirin
	

	Ribavirin, a nucleoside analogue which inhibits replication of a broad spectrum of viruses in vitro. 
	Haemolytic anemia and myocardial infarctions in patients with anemia  QUOTE "(1)" 
(1)
.  

	Corticosteroids
	

	Corticosteroids suppress the immune response. 
	Increased rate of infectious complications, psychic derangements, acute myopathy and osteonecrosis with high-doses  QUOTE "(2)" 
(2)
.

	Lopinavir and Ritonavir
	

	Lopinavir and ritonavir are protease inhibitors which are used in the treatment of HIV infection.  Ritonavir inhibits the metabolism of lopinavir, and thus helps maintain blood levels of lopinavir. 
	Side effects of combined treatment include diarrhea of mild to moderate severity.  In HIV patients, the treatment has been associated with new-onset diabetes and hyperglycaemia  QUOTE "(3)" 
(3)


	Type I Interferon
	

	Interferon alpha and beta are type I interferons that inhibit replication of  RNA and DNA viruses.  A pegylated (polyethylene glycol-conjugated) derivative of interferon alpha has a longer half life. 
	Flu-like symptoms are the most commonly reported side effect after long term treatment with interferon, however hypertension, myocardial infarctions and depression have been reported  QUOTE "(4)" 
(4)


	Convalescent plasma or Immunoglobulin
	

	Convalescent plasma provides passive immunity for diseases such as Ebola.  Specific immunoglobulin prepared from donors with high titres of the required antibody has been used to protect contacts exposed to hepatitis B virus, rabies, tetanus and varicella-zoster.  
	Commercial immune globulin intravenous human products have been reported to be associated with renal dysfunction, acute renal failure, osmotic nephrosis and death  QUOTE "(5)" 
(5)
. 
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