Table S8. Description of Studies of SARS patients (Chinese Literature) 

	Treatment of interest 
	Study design
	Study N
	Steroids?
	Ribavirin?
	Other treatments 
	Comparison? 
	SARS case definition? **
	Outcomes Measured
	Reference ID

	Ribavirin
	Retrospective
	43
	All
	All
	Interferon-a, IgG 
	N
	C
	Death
	 QUOTE "(1)" 
(1)


	
	Retrospective
	29
	Some
	Some
	Convalescent plasma
	N
	C
	Death, clinical outcomes
	 QUOTE "(2)" 
(2)


	
	Retrospective
	96
	Some 
	Some
	Lopinavir/ritonavir, interferon-a, convalescent plasma
	N
	U
	Death, clinical outcomes
	 QUOTE "(3)" 
(3)


	
	Retrospective
	41
	Some
	All
	-
	N
	C
	Death, discharge, rescue steroid use
	 QUOTE "(4)" 
(4)


	
	Retrospective
	18
	All
	All
	IgG
	N
	C, L
	Clinical outcomes
	 QUOTE "(5)" 
(5)


	
	Retrospective
	77
	All
	All
	-
	N
	C
	Death, discharge
	 QUOTE "(6)" 
(6)


	Corticosteroids
	Retrospective
	30
	All
	?
	Thymosin
	N
	C
	Arthralgia
	 QUOTE "(7)" 
(7)


	
	Retrospective
	133
	Some
	All
	-
	YA
	C
	T-lymphocyte counts
	 QUOTE "(8)" 
(8)


	
	Retrospective
	37
	All
	None
	Chinese medicine
	N
	U
	Death
	 QUOTE "(9)" 
(9)


	
	Retrospective
	132
	Some
	None
	-
	N
	U
	Corticoid-induced diabetes
	 QUOTE "(10)" 
(10)


	
	Retrospective
	38
	All
	None
	IgG, antiviral
	N
	C
	Death, admission to ICU
	 QUOTE "(11)" 
(11)


	
	Retrospective
	43
	Some
	All
	Thymus
	N
	U
	Clinical outcomes
	 QUOTE "(12)" 
(12)


	
	Retrospective
	40
	All
	All
	Thymus
	N
	C, L
	Avascular necrosis
	 QUOTE "(13)" 
(13)


	
	Retrospective
	1291
	Some
	Some
	-
	YB
	C
	Death
	 QUOTE "(14)" 
(14)


	
	Retrospective
	45
	All
	None
	-
	N
	C
	Clinical outcomes
	 QUOTE "(15)" 
(15)


	
	Prospective
	106
	Some
	All
	-
	N
	C
	Death, clinical outcomes
	 QUOTE "(16)" 
(16)


	
	Retrospective
	96
	Some 
	Some
	Lopinavir/ritonavir, interferon-a, convalescent plasma
	N
	U
	Death, clinical outcomes
	 QUOTE "(3)" 
(3)


	
	Retrospective
	41
	Some
	All
	-
	N
	C
	Death, discharge, rescue steroid use
	 QUOTE "(4)" 
(4)


	
	Retrospective
	18
	All
	All
	IgG
	N
	C, L
	Clinical outcomes
	 QUOTE "(5)" 
(5)


	
	Retrospective
	77
	Some
	None
	-
	N
	C
	Death, clinical outcome
	 QUOTE "(17)" 
(17)


	Interferon type I
	Retrospective
	96
	Some 
	Some
	Lopinavir/ritonavir, interferon-a, convalescent plasma
	N
	U
	Death, clinical outcomes
	 QUOTE "(3)" 
(3)


	Convalescent plasma/

Immunoglobulin
	Retrospective
	96
	Some 
	Some
	Lopinavir/ritonavir, interferon-a, ribavirin
	N
	U
	Death, clinical outcomes
	 QUOTE "(3)" 
(3)


	
	Retrospective
	18
	All
	All
	Ribavirin
	N
	C, L
	Clinical outcomes
	 QUOTE "(5)" 
(5)
 


**C=Clinical and epidemiological criteria established by WHO, CDC or an equivalent criteria was met.  L=laboratory evidence of SARS-CoV was obtained serologically or by reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction. U=unclear. 

A. Steroids (N=99) of these, high dose methylprednisolone (n=55) was compared to low dose (n=44) and no steroid use (n=34).  Patients were also either given Chinese herb or no Chinese herb.

B. Patients with SARS not treated with corticosteroid (N=204)
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