
Appendix Table 1. Case Definition Comparison*


	Criteria
	National and MDPH Case Definition
	BAHSTION Definition of Acute HCV Infection

	
	Past or Present HCV Infection
	Acute HCV Infection
	

	Clinical evidence
	
	
	

	Acute clinical symptoms
	A
	N
	O

	Jaundice and/or ALT level >400 U/L
	A
	N
	O

	ALT level >7 times the upper limit of normal (385 U/L)
	–
	–
	O

	
	
	
	

	Laboratory evidence
	
	
	

	Positive anti-HCV screening test result with a signal–cutoff ratio predictive of a true positive as determined for the particular assay as defined by the CDC
	O
	O
	O

	NAT positive for HCV RNA (including genotype)
	O
	O
	O

	Positive for HCV RIBA
	O
	O
	O

	Spontaneous clearance of detectable viremia
	–
	–
	O

	HCV RNA fluctuation of >1 log
	–
	–
	O

	HCV RNA <105 log IU/mL
	–
	–
	O

	Documented seroconversion
	–
	–†
	S

	Alternate cause for ALT level elevation identified
	–
	–
	A

	IgM anti-HAV
	–
	A
	–

	IgM anti-HBc
	–
	A
	–

	
	
	
	

	Medical history
	–
	–
	–

	Not previously reported as a chronic case
	–
	N
	N

	Recent risk behavior
	–
	–
	N



A = absent; ALT = alanine aminotransferase; anti-HAV = antibody to hepatitis A virus; anti-HBc = antibody to hepatitis B core antigen; anti-HCV = antibody to hepatitis C virus; BAHSTION = Boston Acute HCV Study: Transmission, Immunity, and Outcomes Network; CDC = Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; HCV = hepatitis C virus; MDPH = Massachusetts Department of Public Health; N = necessary; NAT = nucleic acid test; O = optional; RIBA = recombinant immunoblot assay; S = sufficient.
* A indicates that this criterion must be absent for the case to meet the classification criteria. N indicates that all criteria in the same column are necessary to classify a case. O indicates that ≥1 criterion in each category (e.g., clinical evidence and laboratory evidence) in the same column—in conjunction with all N criteria in the same column—is required to classify a case. These O criteria are alternatives, which means that a single column will have either no O criteria or multiple O criteria; no column should have only 1 O. S indicates that this criterion alone is sufficient to classify a case.
† Added as S in 2012 if seroconversion occurs within 6 mo.
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