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Top 5 Food-Pathogen Pairs Responsible for Outbreaks 
Pathogen	 Food Category 	 Number of Outbreaks	Number of Out-
break-associated Illnesses
Scombroid toxin	 Fish	 25	 68
Ciguatoxin	 Fish	 15	 50
Vibrio parahaemolyticus	 Mollusks	 13	 80
Salmonella	 Chicken 	 9	 700
Campylobacter	 Dairy	 9	 114
Top 5 Food-Pathogen Pairs Responsible for Outbreak-associated Illnesses
Pathogen	 Number of Outbreaks	Number of Outbreaks	Number of Out-
break-associated Illnesses
Salmonella	 Chicken	 9	 700
Salmonella	 Pork	 8	 436
Salmonella	 Seeded vegetables	 5	 268
Salmonella	 Beef	 5	 210
Norovirus	 Fruits	 6	 196

Title: Top 5 Food-Pathogen Pairs Responsible for Outbreaks and Outbreak-as-
sociated Illnesses in 2013

Top 5 Food-Pathogen Pairs Responsible for Outbreaks 
Pathogen Food Category  Number of Outbreaks Number of Out-
break-associated Illnesses
Scombroid toxin Fish 25 68
Ciguatoxin Fish 15 50
Vibrio parahaemolyticus Mollusks 13 80
Salmonella Chicken  9 700
Campylobacter Dairy 9 114
Top 5 Food-Pathogen Pairs Responsible for Outbreak-associated Illnesses
Pathogen Number of Outbreaks Number of Outbreaks Number of Out-
break-associated Illnesses
Salmonella Chicken 9 700
Salmonella Pork 8 436
Salmonella Seeded vegetables 5 268
Salmonella Beef 5 210
Norovirus Fruits 6 196

For more information,  
please visit: http://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/fdoss/

Source of data: Surveillance for Foodborne Disease Outbreaks United States, 2013: Annual Report
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